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This dissertation investigates YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading as potential alternatives to traditional 9-5 jobs in the digital economy. It examines the viability, challenges, and dynamics of these emerging career paths.

The traditional 9-5 job is increasingly becoming one option among many in the quest for financial stability and personal fulfilment. This dissertation delves into the viability of YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading as emerging contenders poised to redefine the concept of work. The digital age offers an alternative through these platforms, where flexibility, autonomy, and the allure of potentially unlimited earnings capture the modern worker's imagination (Garner, 2023).

This dissertation provides an in-depth exploration into the evolving landscape of work, specifically examining YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading as potential alternatives to traditional 9-5 employment. In the context of a rapidly digitalizing global economy, this study seeks to understand the viability, challenges, and dynamics of these non-traditional career paths.

The conclusion synthesizes these findings, reflecting on the broader implications for the future of work and suggesting avenues for future research. This study contributes to the understanding of digital entrepreneurship, offering insights for individuals navigating the evolving landscape of professional opportunities in the digital age (tnfx, 2023).

























Table of Contents
Abstract	2
Chapter 1 Introduction	4
1.1 Introduction	4
1.2 Background of the study	5
1.3 Problem Statement	5
1.4 Aims, Objectives, Research Questions, Propositions	5
1.5 Significance of the Topic	6
1.6 Summary of Methodology	6
1.7 Scope of the Study	6
1.8 Research Outline	7
Chapter 2 Literature review	9
2.1 Introduction	10
2.2 Different background aspects of the concept	10
2.3 Theoretical frameworks/models	11
2.4 Previous studies and lessons learnt	12
2.5 Success Factors of YouTube Monetisation and Forex Trading	12
2.6 Gaps identified to situate own research	13
2.7 Conclusion Chapter 2	15
Chapter 3 Research Methods & Methodologies	16
3.1 Introduction	17
3.2 Philosophical position/paradigm of the research and why?	17
3.3 Position of Research Approach and why?	17
3.5 Methodological stance of the Research and why?	18
3.6 Stance of the Research Strategy and Design and why?	18
3.7 Research Sample and Population	19
3.8 Data Collection and Data Analysis Tools/Techniques	19
3.9 Ethical Consideration of the Research	20
3.10 Conclusion Chapter 3	21
Chapter 4  Data Analysis and Discussions	22
4.1 Introduction	23
4.2 Analysis and Discussion	23
4.3 Conclusion Chapter 4	28
Chapter 5 Conclusions, Limitations & Recommendations	29
5.1: Introduction	30
5.2: Conclusions on each research objectives/proposition	30
5.2.1 Motivations:	30
5.2.2 Challenges and Risks:	30
5.2.3 Income Potential and Sustainability:	30
5.2.4 Skills and Strategies:	30
5.3: Conclusions on the research problem	30
5.4: Original Contribution of the Research	31
5.5: Limitations of the Research	31
5.6: Recommendations/Areas for further/future research	32
5.6.1 Recommendations	32
5.6.2 Areas for Future Research	32
5.7 Conclusion of Chapter 5	33
References	34
APPENDIX	36
































[bookmark: _Toc153972602]Chapter 1 Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc153972603]1.1 Introduction

In the first chapter of the dissertation, we embark on a journey to explore a burgeoning shift in the landscape of work and income generation. The advent of digital technology and the internet has catalysed profound changes in how individuals earn their livelihood, challenging traditional notions of employment. This chapter sets the stage for a comprehensive examination of two significant phenomena in this digital transformation: YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading.

Here, we will delineate the aims, objectives, and the scope of the research, providing a clear roadmap of what the study intends to achieve. We will delve into the rationale behind focusing on YouTube and Forex trading, highlighting their relevance and rising prominence as alternative career paths in the digital age. This chapter also sets the tone for the subsequent exploration, underlining the importance of understanding these digital avenues in the broader context of an evolving job market and the changing nature of work.


[bookmark: _Toc153972604]1.2 Background of the study

The shift from traditional employment to alternative income avenues is emblematic of our digital age, with YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading at the forefront of this transition. These platforms offer a stark contrast to the 9-5 job, presenting opportunities for flexible, self-regulated work. This study delves into whether such digital endeavours can sustainably replace conventional jobs, examining the viability, risks, and socio-economic impacts. As more individuals lean on these platforms for livelihood, understanding their potential becomes crucial for navigating the evolving landscape of work in the digital economy (Trendvestc, 2023).
[bookmark: _Toc153972605]1.3 Problem Statement

The digital economy has dramatically altered the landscape of work, presenting new opportunities for income generation beyond the conventional 9-5 employment structure. Two of the most prominent and accessible avenues in this digital shift are YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading. These platforms promise a more flexible work-life balance and the potential for high returns, yet they also come with inherent risks and uncertainties. The problem lies in the lack of comprehensive understanding of the extent to which these digital platforms can provide a stable and sustainable source of income capable of supplanting traditional employment. This study aims to critically assess the real potential of YouTube and Forex trading as viable primary income sources, exploring the challenges, risks, and skills required to succeed in these digital frontiers (Advanced Forex Blog, 2021).


[bookmark: _Toc153972606]1.4 Aims, Objectives, Research Questions, Propositions

1.4.1 Aim:
The overarching aim of this research is to explore and understand the potential of YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading as viable alternatives to traditional 9-5 employment. It seeks to gain insights into whether these digital platforms can offer sustainable primary income sources that match or exceed the stability and benefits associated with conventional jobs.

1.4.2 Objectives:
The objectives necessary to achieve this aim are as follows:
1. To investigate the motivations driving individuals towards YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading.
2. To identify the challenges and risks faced by content creators and Forex traders.
3. To analyse the income potential and financial sustainability of engaging in YouTube monetization and Forex trading.
4. To understand the role of skills, strategies, and learning curves in the success of individuals on these platforms.

1.4.3 Research Questions:
In order to reach the answers we seek, these are the research questions we will use.
1. What motivates individuals to engage in YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading?
2. What are the main challenges and risks associated with YouTube monetization and Forex trading?
3. How do individuals perceive the income potential and financial sustainability of these digital platforms compared to traditional employment?
4. Why skills and strategies are deemed essential for success in YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading?

[bookmark: _Toc153972607]1.5 Significance of the Topic

I have embarked on this research study to understand the evolving landscape of work in the digital age, specifically focusing on YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading as emerging alternatives to traditional 9-5 employment. This inquiry is driven by several key motivations:
1. Response to Digital Economy Shifts: The rise of the digital economy has introduced new avenues for income generation, fundamentally altering traditional employment paradigms. This study aims to explore these changes and understand their implications.
2. Exploring Viability and Sustainability: As more individuals consider digital platforms for full-time careers, it's crucial to examine the viability and sustainability of such paths. This study seeks to assess whether YouTube monetization and Forex trading can offer stable and lucrative career options compared to traditional employment.
3. Understanding Challenges and Opportunities: Engaging in YouTube and Forex trading presents unique challenges and opportunities. This research aims to uncover these aspects, offering insights into the skills, strategies, and mindset required for success.

[bookmark: _Toc153972608]1.6 Summary of Methodology 

For this dissertation the philosophy/paradigm was chosen to be interpretivism as the dissertation will be conducted through qualitative analysis. The research type will include both primary and secondary data. For the research approach I have chosen Inductive as the research method will be Qualitative.

The research design adopted is explanatory as we delve into new less explored area. Netnography research strategy will be adopted. Data collection will be executed through interview questions. The sample size will consist of  10 people, using the non-probability sampling method also snowball sampling will be used. Data will be analysed through thematic analysis.



[bookmark: _Toc153972609]1.7 Scope of the Study

This dissertation delves into the personal experiences of individuals using YouTube and forex trading as alternatives to traditional employment, with a focus on those with at least one year of engagement for meaningful analysis. It is confined to English-speaking participants with internet access and emphasizes qualitative insights over technical details of trading and platform algorithms (Munger and Phillips, 2022).

The study is geographically unrestricted but language-bound, concentrating on the economic and motivational aspects rather than technical trading or content creation strategies. It captures the current state of online monetization and trading without forecasting future trends, acknowledging the fast-paced evolution of these fields (Rieder, et all.,  2023).

The scope is intentionally narrowed to ensure a detailed exploration within a manageable framework, acknowledging that findings may not be generalizable across different languages, cultures, or future market conditions.
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This will be the outline of the dissertation with the rest of the chapters you are about to read:

Chapter 2 Literature Review, presents a comprehensive literature review, exploring relevant theories and identifying gaps in current research, establishing a theoretical foundation for the study.

Chapter 3 Research Methods and Methodologies, details the qualitative research methodology, employing an interpretivist approach with inductive reasoning. Data is collected through semi-structured interviews and netnography, focusing on the experiences of content creators and Forex traders.

Chapter 4 Data Analysis and Discussions, the core of the dissertation, analyses the interview data through thematic analysis. Key themes regarding motivations, challenges, income potential, and essential skills are discussed, providing insights into the realities of these digital income avenues.

Chapter 5 Conclusion, Limitations, and Recommendations, the final chapter synthesizes the study's findings, offering conclusions on the research objectives. It acknowledges the limitations of the research and suggests areas for future study. The chapter concludes with practical recommendations for digital entrepreneurs, educators, policymakers, and business leaders.
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Chapter 2 is about embarking on this exploration of YouTube monetization and daily forex trading as potential substitutes for traditional 9-5 employment, it becomes imperative to ground our understanding in the existing body of scholarly work. This chapter presents a comprehensive literature review that aims to contextualize our research within the broader narrative of digital economy transformations, specifically focusing on alternative income streams.

By examining a range of academic literature, including empirical studies, theoretical analyses, and case studies, this review intends to build a foundation upon which our research will expand. The insights gathered here will not only inform the subsequent chapters but also contribute to a nuanced understanding of the changing contours of work and income in the digital age. This chapter, therefore, serves as a critical bridge between the foundational concepts introduced in Chapter 1 and the empirical exploration that will follow.

[bookmark: _Toc153972613]2.2 Different background aspects of the concept
Background information for our main aspects of the dissertation:
2.2.1 YouTube Monetisation
YouTube monetization represents a transformative avenue for content creators to generate revenue through their digital content. It encompasses various forms of income, including advertising revenue, participation in the YouTube Partner Program (YPP), channel memberships, super chats during live streams, and direct merchandise sales via the merchandise shelf (Google, 2023).

At its core, YouTube monetization is built on the principle of creating high-quality, engaging content that resonates with a broad audience. This success is predicated not only on content quality but also on adherence to YouTube's strict community guidelines. The monetization strategies are heavily influenced by the nature of the audience, including factors like age, location, and interests, making audience understanding a key component of effective monetization (Michael, 2022).

The benefits of YouTube monetization are manifold. It offers a significant revenue stream, potentially enough to sustain a full-time income. This platform empowers creators with immense flexibility and creative freedom, allowing them to produce content that reflects their unique style and voice. Moreover, YouTube's global reach enables creators to tap into an expansive audience, fostering community building and brand loyalty across diverse demographics (Sweatt, 2023).

2.2.2 Forex Daily Trading
Forex trading, the practice of trading currencies on the foreign exchange market, presents a complex yet potentially lucrative avenue for individual traders. This form of trading involves buying and selling currency pairs, aiming to profit from fluctuations in exchange rates. Central to forex trading is the concept of market analysis, which can be split into two primary schools of thought: technical analysis, which focuses on price patterns and historical data, and fundamental analysis, which considers economic indicators and world events (MITCHELL, 2022).

Forex trading operates on principles such as leverage, which allows traders to control large trades with a relatively small amount of capital, and risk management, crucial for protecting traders from volatile market movements. The market's 24-hour nature offers flexibility, enabling traders to participate at almost any time of day, aligning with market openings in different global regions.

The benefits of forex trading include the potential for high returns, access to a large and liquid market, and the ability to trade on both rising and falling markets. Moreover, the low entry barrier, in terms of capital, makes it accessible to a wide range of individuals.

[bookmark: _Toc153972614]2.3 Theoretical frameworks/models

In this chapter, we delve into the theoretical frameworks and models that underpin our understanding of our topic, addressing related research issues that emerge from these concepts.

2.3.1 The Business Model Canvas for YouTube Monetization
Central to understanding YouTube monetization is the Business Model Canvas by Osterwalder and Pigneur, which provides a comprehensive model for analysing business strategies. This framework is particularly useful in dissecting the various components of YouTube monetization, such as value propositions, customer relationships, revenue streams, and key resources. Applying this model helps in identifying how content creators develop and sustain their channels as viable businesses (Cantwell, 2019).

2.3.2 Theory of Planned Behaviour in Content Creation
Ajzen’s Theory of Planned Behaviour is instrumental in understanding the motivational aspects of YouTube content creators. This theory suggests that an individual’s behaviour is driven by their attitudes, subjective norms, and perceived behavioural control. In the context of YouTube monetization, this theory aids in exploring how content creators’ intentions to monetize their channels are influenced by these factors (Michael, 2022).

2.3.3 Efficient Market Hypothesis in Forex Trading
In forex trading, the Efficient Market Hypothesis (EMH) posits that financial markets are “informationally efficient,” meaning that asset prices reflect all available information. This theory is crucial in understanding how forex traders make decisions, assuming that they cannot consistently achieve returns in excess of average market returns on a risk-adjusted basis (DOWNEY, 2023).

2.3.4 Technical Analysis in Forex Trading
Technical analysis is a widespread approach in forex trading, involving the study of historical market data to forecast future price movements. This model is significant in our research as it underpins many of the strategies used by daily forex traders, who rely on patterns and trends rather than economic indicators.

2.3.5 Related Research Issues:
1. Sustainability of Income: A critical issue is the sustainability of income through these platforms. How do fluctuations in market conditions and platform algorithms affect the stability of earnings for traders and content creators?
2. Risk and Uncertainty: Both YouTube monetization and forex trading involve a degree of risk and uncertainty. The research needs to explore how individuals manage these risks and the impact of potential financial losses.
3. Skills and Learning Curve: The success in these fields requires specific skills and continuous learning. An important research question is identifying these skills and understanding the learning curve involved in becoming successful in these platforms.
4. Psychological and Social Impacts: This includes understanding the psychological toll or benefits of engaging in these activities and how they impact the social and personal lives of individuals.
5. Market Dynamics and Regulations: Exploring how market dynamics and regulatory environments influence the operations and success of YouTube channels and forex trading.

[bookmark: _Toc153972615]2.4 Previous studies and lessons learnt

In this segment of the literature review, we delve into the insights gleaned from previous studies on YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading, synthesizing the lessons learned and their implications for our research.

2.4.1 YouTube Monetization Studies
Research in the realm of YouTube monetization has been expansive. Studies like those conducted by Chu et al. (2022) have explored the monetization strategies of content creators, emphasizing the diversity and creativity in revenue generation methods, from advertisements to sponsorships and merchandise sales. Ørmen and Gregersen (2023) contributed by examining the evolving nature of content creation and how creators adapt to changing algorithms and viewer preferences. A crucial lesson from these studies is the fluidity and dynamism inherent in YouTube monetization, highlighting the need for adaptability and innovation among content creators (Trendvestc, 2023).

2.4.2 Forex Trading Research
The realm of Forex trading has been scrutinized from various angles. Ben-David, Birru, and Prokopenya (2018) provided an insightful analysis of the risk-taking behaviors of retail Forex traders, revealing how uninformative feedback could lead to increased risk-taking. Studies like these underscore the complexity of the forex market and the psychological aspects influencing trading decisions. This body of work teaches us about the importance of risk management, market analysis, and the psychological fortitude required for success in forex trading.

2.4.3 Common Themes and Lessons:
1. Risk and Reward Balance: Both fields require a delicate balance of risk and reward. Understanding this balance and the factors that influence it is vital for anyone looking to succeed in these areas.
2. Importance of Continuous Learning: The constant evolution of market conditions, platform algorithms, and audience preferences means that continuous learning and adaptation are essential.
3. Psychological Resilience: The emotional and psychological aspects of engaging in these activities are significant, with studies indicating the need for resilience, stress management, and coping strategies.
4. Regulatory and Ethical Considerations: The impact of regulations on Forex trading and the ethical considerations in content creation on YouTube are crucial areas highlighted in previous studies. These aspects are particularly important in understanding the broader implications of these activities.

[bookmark: _Toc153972616]2.5 Success Factors of YouTube Monetisation and Forex Trading

Success in YouTube monetization and Forex trading, though pursued through vastly different avenues, hinges on a set of core principles tailored to each platform's unique demands and opportunities.

2.5.1 YouTube Monetisation success factors:
In the realm of YouTube monetization, success is primarily driven by the quality and consistency of content. Creating engaging, high-quality videos that resonate with viewers is foundational. Key to this process is understanding and catering to the specific demographics of the audience. Knowing what content appeals to viewers, and consistently delivering it, helps in building a loyal viewer base. Networking and collaboration with other content creators can also open new avenues for growth, helping to expand reach and foster community-building efforts (Kenney and Zysman, 2019). 

Community engagement is another cornerstone of success on YouTube. Interacting with viewers, responding to comments, and building a community around the channel can significantly boost loyalty and viewer retention. Importantly, adhering to YouTube's policies and guidelines ensures continued eligibility for monetization (Pokki, 2022).

2.5.2 Forex trading success factors:
Success in Forex trading relies heavily on an individual's understanding of market dynamics and the ability to perform thorough market analysis. This includes both technical analysis, focusing on price patterns and historical trends, and fundamental analysis, considering economic indicators and world events (Nunes, 2021). Risk management is critical in Forex trading. Successful traders implement strategies that protect their capital, such as setting stop-loss orders and managing the use of leverage. Emotional discipline is another key factor. The ability to maintain composure, resist impulsive decisions driven by market volatility, and stick to a strategic trading plan is essential.
Continuous learning and adaptation are vital given the Forex market's dynamic nature. Traders must stay informed about global economic trends and news that can impact currency values. In this digital age, leveraging technology for market analysis, utilizing trading tools and platforms for better execution, and potentially using automated trading systems can enhance trading effectiveness (Mutambara, 2019).

[bookmark: _Toc153972617]2.6 Gaps identified to situate own research

While the body of literature on YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading is growing, several gaps remain, highlighting areas where this research can contribute significantly.

2.5.1 Lack of Comprehensive Comparative Analysis
Existing studies often explore YouTube monetization or Forex trading in isolation. There is a paucity of research that conducts a comparative analysis of these two digital income streams, particularly in relation to traditional 9-5 employment. This research seeks to fill this gap by juxtaposing these two platforms against conventional job models, providing a holistic understanding of their viability as full-time career options (Eves, 2021).

2.5.2 Subjective Experiences and Personal Narratives
Much of the current literature focuses on quantitative data and market analytics. However, there is a scarcity of qualitative insights into the personal experiences, motivations, and challenges faced by individuals engaged in these activities. This study aims to delve into these subjective aspects, offering a deeper understanding of the lived experiences of content creators and Forex traders (Lopez-Gonzalez and Griffiths, 2018).

2.5.3 Dynamic Nature of Digital Platforms
The rapid evolution of digital platforms and their algorithms presents a challenge for existing literature, which may quickly become outdated. This research intends to provide up-to-date insights into the current state of YouTube and Forex trading, reflecting the latest trends, challenges, and opportunities (Kenney, et all., 2019).

2.5.4 Risk Management and Psychological Resilience
While some studies address the risks involved in digital income streams, there is a gap in understanding how individuals manage these risks and maintain psychological resilience. This research will explore strategies employed by participants to handle volatility and stress, contributing to a more nuanced understanding of risk management in digital entrepreneurship (Ponsi, 2017).









































[bookmark: _Toc153972618]2.7 Conclusion Chapter 2

As we conclude this literature review, it becomes evident that the realms of YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading are rich and multifaceted, offering a complex tapestry of opportunities and challenges. This chapter has navigated through a diverse range of theoretical frameworks, previous studies, and identified gaps, setting a robust foundation for our exploration into these modern digital income streams.

The synthesis of existing literature underscores a significant evolution in the landscape of work and income generation, propelled by the digital revolution. The review reveals that while there is a substantial body of research on individual aspects of YouTube monetization and Forex trading, there remains a distinct need for a comprehensive study that not only compares these platforms with traditional employment but also delves into the personal narratives of those who venture into these digital frontiers (Schrimpf and Sushko, 2019).
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[bookmark: _Toc153972620]3.1 Introduction 

As we transition into Chapter 3 of this dissertation, we focus on the research methods and methodologies that form the backbone of our qualitative inquiry into the potential of YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading as alternatives to traditional 9-5 employment. Building on the foundational concepts and theoretical frameworks outlined in the preceding chapters, this section is dedicated to the detailed explanation of the qualitative approach adopted for this study.

Qualitative research, with its emphasis on understanding human experiences, perceptions, and motivations, is particularly suited to our study's objective of exploring the subjective realities of individuals engaged in YouTube monetization and Forex trading. This methodology allows for an in-depth examination of personal narratives, offering insights that are often overlooked in quantitative analyses. It provides a lens through which we can closely examine the nuances, complexities, and dynamics of these digital income avenues.

In this chapter, we will delineate the specific qualitative methods employed, including the rationale behind choosing an interpretivist research paradigm, the selection of a purposive sampling technique, and the utilization of semi-structured interviews and netnographic approaches for data collection. The chapter will also detail the procedures for data analysis, ensuring a rigorous, systematic approach to deriving meaningful insights from the collected data.

[bookmark: _Toc153972621]3.2 Philosophical position/paradigm of the research and why?

In aligning with the qualitative nature of this study, the philosophical position adopted is grounded in the interpretivist paradigm. The interpretivist approach is particularly apt for this research due to several key reasons that resonate with our objectives and the nature of the subject matter. 

The interpretivist philosophical position underpins this dissertation, aligning seamlessly with the qualitative methodology and the aims of the research. It provides the necessary framework for an in-depth, empathetic, and contextually rich exploration of the personal experiences and realities of individuals participating in YouTube monetization and Forex trading. This approach not only enriches the data collected but also ensures that the findings are reflective of the complex, subjective nature of these digital income streams.

[bookmark: _Toc153972622]3.3 Position of Research Approach and why? 

In aligning with the qualitative paradigm and interpretivist philosophy, this dissertation adopts an inductive research approach. The decision to utilize an inductive approach is a deliberate and strategic one, aimed at uncovering the rich, detailed narratives and patterns that emerge from the experiences of individuals engaged in YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading. This approach is particularly suited to the aims and nature of our study for several compelling reasons.

The position of an inductive research approach in this dissertation is a strategic choice that aligns with the qualitative nature of the study. It supports the aim to explore and understand the intricacies of the topic, allowing for the emergence of new insights and theories from the lived experiences of the participants.


[bookmark: _Toc153972623]3.5 Methodological stance of the Research and why? 

The methodological stance of this dissertation is anchored in qualitative research, a deliberate choice driven by the study's focus on exploring the nuanced experiences of individuals engaged in YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading. This stance is underpinned by a commitment to understanding the depth, complexity, and subjective nature of these digital income streams, which aligns seamlessly with the qualitative research ethos.

The methodological stance of this dissertation as qualitative is a strategic and considered choice. It is in harmony with the study's objectives and the interpretivist philosophical underpinnings, designed to provide a deep, empathetic, and nuanced understanding of the topic. This stance ensures that the research is richly descriptive, participant-focused, and responsive to the complexities of the digital economic landscape.

[bookmark: _Toc153972624]3.6 Stance of the Research Strategy and Design and why? 

In this dissertation, the research strategy and design are crafted to align seamlessly with the qualitative nature of the study, focusing on an in-depth exploration of the topic. The chosen strategy is a case study approach, underpinned by a netnographic method. This strategic positioning is informed by several key considerations that are central to the aims and nature of the research. The Design will be explanatory as we will try to explore new areas.

3.6.1 Case Study Approach
By focusing on a few selected cases, the research can delve deeply into each participant's journey, providing rich insights into their motivations, strategies, challenges, and outcomes. The case study approach facilitates a comprehensive understanding of the phenomena within their real-life context, which is crucial for capturing the nuances of digital income generation.

3.6.2 Netnography
Given the online nature of YouTube monetization and Forex trading, netnography – an online ethnographic method – is chosen as a key component of the research design. This method is particularly effective in studying cultures and communities that manifest online. It allows for the collection of rich qualitative data from digital environments, including online interactions, behaviours, and content created by individuals in these fields. 



3.6.3 Why This Strategy and Design:
1. Depth and Detail: The case study and netnographic methods provide the depth and detail required for a thorough understanding of the personal and professional dynamics of engaging in digital income streams.
2. Flexibility and Adaptability: Both case studies and netnography offer the flexibility needed to explore emerging themes and patterns, crucial in the ever-changing landscape of digital platforms.
3. Participant-Centered Approach: The research design places a strong emphasis on participant experiences and narratives, ensuring that the study captures the authentic voices and perspectives of those involved.
4. Rich Qualitative Data: The combination of case studies and netnography facilitates the collection of rich, qualitative data, essential for understanding the complexities of YouTube monetization and Forex trading as alternatives to traditional employment.

[bookmark: _Toc153972625]3.7 Research Sample and Population

The population of interest for this study comprises individuals actively engaged in either YouTube monetization or Forex trading. This specific population is chosen due to their direct and personal involvement in these activities, making them rich sources of information for the study’s objectives.

3.7.1 Defining the Population
The population includes 10 individuals who are actively managing YouTube channels with monetization strategies in place or those who are regularly participating in Forex trading. The diversity within this population is crucial to capture a comprehensive understanding of the different experiences, strategies, and challenges encountered in these digital platforms.

3.7.2 Sample Selection
The study employs a purposive sampling technique, where participants are intentionally chosen based on specific criteria relevant to the research questions. This non-probability sampling method is ideal for qualitative research, where the focus is on depth and richness of data rather than statistical representativeness. Snowball sampling will be used, so the interviewed people can reference us to other competent potential participants.

3.7.3 Sample Size
Given the qualitative nature of the study, the sample size is determined by the concept of saturation, where data collection continues until no new themes or insights emerge. Initially, a target of 10 participants is set – 5 from each category (YouTube monetization and Forex trading). The population is very big the sample targeted will be 10 people.


[bookmark: _Toc153972626]3.8 Data Collection and Data Analysis Tools/Techniques 
3.8.1 Data Collection Tools and Techniques
1. Semi-Structured Interviews: The primary tool for data collection is semi-structured interviews. These interviews are designed to be flexible, allowing for open-ended questions that encourage participants to share their experiences, thoughts, and feelings in detail. The interview guide will include key topics and questions based on the literature review and research questions, but will also allow for spontaneous follow-up questions to explore emerging themes.
2. Netnography: Given the online nature of YouTube monetization and Forex trading, netnography will be employed as a supplementary data collection method. This involves the analysis of online content, interactions, and behaviours relevant to our study. It includes examining public forums, social media posts, blogs, and other digital footprints left by content creators and Forex traders.

3.8.2 Data Analysis Tools and Techniques
1. Thematic Analysis: The primary technique for data analysis is thematic analysis. This involves coding the data and identifying patterns or themes within the data. The analysis will be an iterative process, where data is continuously reviewed and compared to refine and define the emerging themes.
2. Narrative Analysis: In addition to thematic analysis, narrative analysis will be employed to construct coherent stories from the participants’ experiences. This will help in understanding how individuals perceive their journey in YouTube monetization and Forex trading, providing deeper insights into their motivations, challenges, and successes.

[bookmark: _Toc153972627]3.9 Ethical Consideration of the Research
Participants should be fully informed about the purpose of the research, the data collection methods, potential risks, and their right to withdraw from the study at any time without penalty.

If the study involves collaboration with influencers, content creators, or forex traders, researchers should acknowledge their contributions appropriately and respect their intellectual property rights.

Researchers should implement appropriate measures to safeguard the security and confidentiality of the data collected. Online data collection platforms should be secure and comply with data protection regulations.

Obtaining ethical approval form the university after permission has been given by the respondents.

Examples: 
Informed Consent: Prior to conducting interviews, all participants were provided with detailed information about the study's purpose, the nature of their involvement, and the use of the data collected.

Confidentiality: To uphold confidentiality, all interview data was anonymized. Participants were assigned pseudonyms or identification numbers in all research documents and reports.

Sensitive Information Handling: Recognizing that discussions about income, professional challenges, and personal experiences can be sensitive, the handling of such information was approached with utmost care.

Data Security: To safeguard the privacy and confidentiality of the collected data, all electronic data was stored on secure, password-protected devices, and any physical copies were kept in a locked and secure location.















[bookmark: _Toc153972628]3.10 Conclusion Chapter 3

As we conclude this chapter on Research Methods and Methodologies, it's clear that the qualitative approach adopted for this study is meticulously tailored to explore the intricate worlds of YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading. This approach is not just a methodological choice but a reflection of the study's commitment to understanding the nuanced experiences of individuals in these digital income streams.

The inductive nature of this research, underpinned by an interpretivist philosophical stance, ensures that the study remains open to the complexities and subtleties of human experiences within the realms of digital entrepreneurship. The combination of semi-structured interviews, netnography, and document analysis as data collection methods, complemented by thematic and narrative analysis, offers a robust framework for uncovering the motivations, challenges, and perceptions of individuals engaged in YouTube and Forex trading.

The qualitative paradigm, with its emphasis on depth, context, and meaning, allows for a rich exploration of how individuals navigate, perceive, and are impacted by their involvement in these digital platforms. This approach provides the flexibility and responsiveness necessary to adapt to the dynamic and ever-evolving nature of online income generation.
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[bookmark: _Toc153972630]4.1 Introduction 

Chapter 4 stands at the core of this dissertation, focusing primarily on the analysis and discussion of the findings derived from the in-depth interviews conducted with participants engaged in YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading. This chapter is dedicated to transforming the raw, qualitative data gathered from these interviews into meaningful insights, shedding light on the viability of these digital platforms as alternatives to traditional 9-5 employment.

The essence of this chapter lies in meticulously dissecting the interview data to uncover underlying themes, patterns, and narratives. These interviews, conducted with a diverse group of individuals actively involved in YouTube and Forex trading, have provided a wealth of first-hand information. The task here is to delve into this qualitative data, employing an interpretivist approach to analyse and interpret the experiences, challenges, successes, and perceptions shared by our participants.

The chapter aims to bridge the gap between theory and practice, using the rich data from our interviews to illuminate the realities of YouTube monetization and Forex trading, thereby offering a comprehensive view of these platforms as emerging career options in the digital age.

[bookmark: _Toc153972631]4.2 Analysis and Discussion

In this section, we will present the themes that emerged from the interviews, discussing each in detail. These themes not only reflect the diverse perspectives of our participants but also resonate with the broader discourse in digital entrepreneurship and the changing landscape of work. We will explore how these themes align with or diverge from existing literature, offering new insights and deepening our understanding of digital monetization and trading as contemporary career paths.

Interpreting the rich data collected from our interviews with YouTube content creators and Forex traders, this section of the dissertation serves as a pivotal point where individual narratives are woven into broader themes. The goal is to transcend beyond individual stories, extracting overarching themes that offer a deeper, more comprehensive understanding of the phenomena under study - YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading as viable alternatives to traditional 9-5 employment.

This thematic analysis involves meticulously sifting through the interview responses to identify patterns and commonalities in experiences, perceptions, motivations, challenges, and strategies described by our participants. By doing so, we aim to uncover the underlying dynamics that characterize the journey of individuals who venture into these digital income streams. We are diving the findings in different themes and sub-themes. The two main Themes are YouTube Monetization and Forex Trading, and the sub themes are: Motivation, Challenge and Risk, Income Potential, Skills Needed.








	Theme
	Summary
	Evidence

	


Motivation YouTube Monetization creator

	










What motivates individuals to engage in YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading?
	"I was drawn to YouTube for its creative freedom and the potential to reach a global audience. The idea of making a living by sharing my passion was irresistible."
--------------------------------------
"I started because I wanted an outlet for my creativity and the chance to build a community around my interests."

	




Motivation Forex Trading trader

	
	"The thrill of the market and the potential for high returns were my main motivations. There’s a sense of freedom in trading."
--------------------------------------
"I was drawn to forex trading for its flexibility and the intellectual challenge it presents."

	





Challenge and Risk YouTube Monetization
	










What are the main challenges and risks associated with YouTube monetization and Forex trading?
	“The biggest challenge is the algorithm's unpredictability and the constant need to create new content. There's also the risk of burnout and fluctuating ad revenues.”
--------------------------------------
"Maintaining viewer engagement and dealing with negative feedback can be challenging. Plus, there's always the fear of demonetization."

	



Challenge and Risk Forex Trading

	
	"Market volatility is the biggest risk. You can lose a lot quickly. Keeping emotions in check is a constant battle."
--------------------------------------
"The risk of significant financial loss is always there, and the stress associated with it can be high."

	


Income potential YouTube Monetization

	







How do individuals perceive the income potential and financial sustainability of these digital platforms compared to traditional employment?
	"Earning potential is high, but it’s not for everyone. You can’t rely on it as steady income like a 9-5 job."
--------------------------------------
"I find the income massive and consistent. It's less stable than a traditional job but offers higher earning once you get big."

	



Income potential Forex Trading

	
	"If you're skilled, the financial rewards can surpass traditional jobs. But it lacks the predictability and benefits like health insurance."
--------------------------------------
"The income can be unpredictable. It's not a steady pay check, but the upside can be significant. "

	




Skill needed for YouTube Monetization 
	









What skills and strategies are deemed essential for success in YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading?
	"Creativity, SEO knowledge, and an understanding of audience analytics are key. Consistently delivering engaging content is crucial."
--------------------------------------
"Networking, being genuine in your content, and understanding the technical side of video production are essential."

	


Skills needed for Forex Trading

	
	 "Risk management, a good grasp of global economics, and staying updated with news are essential."
--------------------------------------
"Discipline, a well-researched strategy, and staying informed are crucial for success."























[bookmark: _Toc153972632]4.3 Conclusion Chapter 4


As we conclude this chapter on Data Analysis and Discussion, we have journeyed through a rich tapestry of experiences, insights, and reflections shared by YouTube content creators and Forex traders. This exploration has not only illuminated the multifaceted nature of these digital income streams but has also provided a deeper understanding of the dynamics at play in the realms of modern digital entrepreneurship.

The thematic analysis conducted here has successfully unearthed key themes encompassing motivations, challenges, income potentials, essential skills, and the work-life balance associated with YouTube monetization and Forex trading. These themes have offered us valuable insights into both the alluring prospects and the stark realities faced by individuals in these fields. From the creative freedom and potential for substantial income to the volatility of market and platform algorithms, the narratives of our participants have painted a vivid picture of the digital landscape.

Moreover, the insights gained from this analysis contribute to the broader discourse on the future of work, offering perspectives that challenge traditional employment paradigms. The experiences of our participants resonate with larger global trends towards digitalization and the gig economy, providing a microcosm of the larger shifts occurring in the professional world.
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[bookmark: _Toc152756690][bookmark: _Toc152769035][bookmark: _Toc153972634]5.1: Introduction 

This final chapter synthesizes the insights gathered about these digital income streams as alternatives to traditional employment, assessing their viability, challenges, and potential impact. We also critically examine the limitations of our research, including methodological constraints and sample scope, to contextualize our findings and understand their applicability. This reflection is crucial for an honest assessment of the study's reach and impact. Lastly, the chapter presents recommendations for aspiring digital entrepreneurs, policymakers, and educators, drawing on the key learnings from our research.
[bookmark: _Toc152756691][bookmark: _Toc152769036][bookmark: _Toc153972635]5.2: Conclusions on each research objectives/proposition

This research set out to explore four key areas within YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading, yielding the following conclusions:

[bookmark: _Toc153972636]5.2.1 Motivations:
 Individuals are drawn to YouTube and Forex trading driven by the allure of creative freedom, financial independence, and the autonomy these platforms offer over traditional employment. YouTube creators are motivated by the potential for creative expression and community building, while Forex traders are attracted by the financial gains and the intellectual challenge of market analysis.

[bookmark: _Toc153972637]5.2.2 Challenges and Risks:
 Both fields present unique challenges. YouTube creators grapple with algorithm changes, content demonetization, and the need for constant content production. Forex traders face market volatility, financial risk, and the emotional toll of trading. Resilience and adaptability are crucial in navigating these challenges.

[bookmark: _Toc153972638]5.2.3 Income Potential and Sustainability:
 While both avenues offer the potential for high earnings, they lack the income predictability of traditional jobs. Success in YouTube requires building a large, engaged audience and diversifying revenue streams, whereas Forex trading demands a deep understanding of market dynamics and effective risk management.

[bookmark: _Toc153972639]5.2.4 Skills and Strategies:
 Success in these digital fields hinges on a distinct set of skills and strategies. YouTube success requires content creation expertise, audience engagement, and digital marketing skills. For Forex trading, market analysis, risk management, and emotional discipline are paramount. Continuous learning and adaptation, alongside community engagement and networking, are essential for growth and long-term success in both fields.


[bookmark: _Toc152756692][bookmark: _Toc152769037][bookmark: _Toc153972640]5.3: Conclusions on the research problem 

The findings reveal that YouTube monetization and Forex trading do indeed offer viable alternatives to traditional employment, characterized by the potential for significant income, flexibility, and autonomy. However, this viability is accompanied by unique challenges and risks. YouTube content creators face hurdles like algorithm dependency, content demonetization, and the pressure for continuous content production. Forex traders, meanwhile, grapple with market volatility, the necessity for meticulous risk management, and considerable psychological stress.

Crucial to success in these fields are specific skill sets and personal attributes. Content creation, audience engagement, and digital marketing prowess are essential for thriving on YouTube, while Forex trading demands robust analytical skills, emotional discipline, and effective risk management strategies. Across both domains, continuous learning, adaptability, and resilience are fundamental for navigating the uncertainties and complexities inherent in these digital career paths.

The study also highlights the nuanced reality of work-life balance in these non-traditional roles. While they offer greater control over work schedules, they often blur the lines between personal and professional life, demanding extended and flexible working hours.

These findings underscore a broader shift in the employment landscape, marked by a move towards more flexible and autonomous work enabled by digital platforms. YouTube monetization and Forex trading are at the forefront of this shift, symbolizing the evolving nature of work where digital platforms are not just facilitators but drivers of new career paradigms.

[bookmark: _Toc152769038][bookmark: _Toc153972641][bookmark: _Toc152756693]5.4: Original Contribution of the Research 

This dissertation's exploration of YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading offers valuable contributions to management practices, particularly relevant in the context of digital entrepreneurship and managing non-traditional career paths. The findings provide insights essential for managers, business leaders, and entrepreneurs operating within the digital economy.

A key contribution of this research is the detailed understanding of the operational dynamics of digital platforms as work environments. It highlights the unique challenges and opportunities inherent in platforms like YouTube and Forex markets, offering guidance for adapting business strategies and management practices to these digital work dynamics. This knowledge is crucial for leaders seeking to leverage digital landscapes effectively.

Another significant contribution lies in the identification of specific skill sets required for success in these digital realms. This information is vital for developing targeted training and development programs, equipping teams with essential digital skills, market analysis capabilities, risk management strategies, and emotional resilience. Such skill development is increasingly important in a digital-centric business world.

[bookmark: _Toc152756694][bookmark: _Toc152769039][bookmark: _Toc153972642]5.5: Limitations of the Research 

Throughout this dissertation, while comprehensive efforts were made to explore the realms of YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading, certain limitations were inherent in the research approach and design, which must be acknowledged.

1. Sample Size and Diversity: The study relied on a purposive sample of individuals actively engaged in YouTube monetization and Forex trading. While this approach provided in-depth insights, the relatively small sample size and potential lack of diversity in terms of geography, age, and experience levels might limit the generalizability of the findings.

2. Qualitative Focus: The exclusive use of qualitative methods, while rich in detailed narratives, may lack the breadth and statistical representation that quantitative methods can offer. This focus means the findings are more interpretive and subjective, potentially missing broader trends that a quantitative approach might reveal.

3. Temporal Limitations: The digital economy is rapidly evolving, and the findings represent a snapshot in time. The dynamic nature of YouTube and Forex markets means that the relevance and accuracy of the findings could change as these platforms and markets continue to evolve.


[bookmark: _Toc152756695][bookmark: _Toc152769040][bookmark: _Toc153972643]5.6: Recommendations/Areas for further/future research 

Building on the findings and conclusions drawn from this comprehensive study of YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading as alternatives to traditional 9-5 employment, several recommendations can be made, alongside identifying areas for future research:

[bookmark: _Toc153972644]5.6.1 Recommendations
1. For Digital Entrepreneurs: Aspiring content creators and Forex traders should focus on continuous skill development, particularly in areas such as digital marketing, SEO, and market analysis. Emphasis should be placed on risk management, emotional resilience, and building a supportive network.

2. For Educational Institutions: Curriculum development should incorporate modules on digital entrepreneurship, covering aspects like content creation, digital marketing, and basics of Forex trading. This would prepare students better for potential careers in these emerging fields.
3. For Policy Makers: Policies that support digital entrepreneurs, such as regulations that ensure fair practices in digital advertising and Forex trading, and initiatives to increase digital literacy, should be considered. Additionally, providing resources and support systems for mental health and well-being in these high-pressure jobs is crucial.

[bookmark: _Toc153972645]5.6.2 Areas for Future Research
1. Longitudinal Studies: Future research could involve longitudinal studies to track the sustainability and long-term success of individuals in YouTube monetization and Forex trading, providing insights into how these careers evolve over time.

2. Comparative Studies with Other Digital Platforms: Expanding the research to include other digital platforms and comparing them with YouTube and Forex trading could offer a broader understanding of the digital economy.

3. Quantitative Analysis: Incorporating quantitative methods to complement the qualitative findings of this study could provide a more comprehensive view of the financial success and market dynamics in these fields.

[bookmark: _Toc152756696][bookmark: _Toc152769041][bookmark: _Toc153972646]5.7 Conclusion of Chapter 5

In conclusion, this dissertation provides a comprehensive examination of YouTube monetization and daily Forex trading as viable alternatives to traditional 9-5 employment, offering rich insights into the opportunities and challenges presented by these digital platforms. While these avenues exhibit significant potential for high earnings and greater flexibility, they also come with their unique sets of challenges, including platform and market volatility, as well as the need for specialized skills and continuous adaptation.

The research highlights the intricate balance between the allure of autonomy and creativity offered by digital entrepreneurship and the realities of its uncertain and competitive nature. As such, it contributes to a deeper understanding of the evolving landscape of work in the digital age, offering valuable perspectives for individuals considering these career paths, as well as for educators, policymakers, and business leaders navigating this new terrain.

Recognizing the limitations of its qualitative methodology and the specific focus on YouTube and Forex trading, the study paves the way for future research. Further exploration could expand on the findings with broader, more diverse samples, quantitative data, and an examination of other digital platforms, contributing to a more comprehensive understanding of digital work dynamics.
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SECTION G: Intended Participants
If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.
	
	Who are the intended participants:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	☐
	☒

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	5
	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.
	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other participant groups:
(this box should expand as you type)
	
	

	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited?

	10
	How many participants are expected?
	10
(this box should expand as you type)

	11
	Who will the participants be?
	The sample will consist of content creators who have successfully monetized their YouTube channels and individuals who engage in daily forex trading with varying degrees of success.
(this box should expand as you type)

	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	By their expertise and people who I personally know + people who they know
(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Information for participants:
	YES
	NO
	N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☐
	☐
	☐

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation
	
	
	

	
	(this box should expand as you type)
	
	
	

	
	Information for participants:
	YES
	NO
	N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☒

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details
	
	
	

	
	(this box should expand as you type)
	
	
	


SECTION H: Anticipated Risks
	
	Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them.
If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.

	1
	Full risk assessment completed and appended?
	Yes
	☐

	
	
	No
	☒

	2
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	
	Risk to participants:
	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:

	
	No
(this box should expand as you type)
	(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	No
(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator:
No
(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:
(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:
No
(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:
(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment: No
(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:
(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Disclosure and Barring Service
	
	
	

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES
	NO
	N/A

	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	
	
	


SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality
	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when?

	
	They have been given my proposal and explained as well.
(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is

	
	involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	I will email the participants the consent form provided by the university
(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case.

	
	No need
(this box should expand as you type)


SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage
	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	☐
	x

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	☐
	x

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	6
	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒
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	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☒
	☐

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☒
	☐

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Other – specify:
	☐
	☒

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	19
	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	20
	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	21
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	(this box should expand as you type)

	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	(this box should expand as you type)

	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.

	
	(this box should expand as you type)

	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see



	
		https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).	If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff)
	

	
	(this box should expand as you type)
	

	26
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	☒

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒




SECTION K: Declaration
The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.
In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/
Date:20.11.2023 1	Signature of applicant:
For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of
Studies/Supervisor:
	[image: A close up of a signature

Description automatically generated]Dr Olusoyi Richard Ashaye
	Date:
25/11/2023

	3
	Signature:
	
	


For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	
	


Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☒
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☒
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate) ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☐
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.

	RESEARCH STUDENTS AND STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.
You will be informed of the outcome of your claim by email; therefore it is important that you check your University and personal email accounts regularly.

	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form
(and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.


This form is available electronically from the Academic Office web pages:
https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/academic-office/appendices-and-forms/










































Participation Consent Form 
University of Wales Trinity Saint David (London Campus)
Winchester House
11 Cranmer Road
London – SW9 6EJ
Tel: +442075667600
Email: info.london@uwtsd.ac.uk 
            londonstudentservice@uwtsd.ac.uk 
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	Rhif Adnabod Cyfranogwr: 
Participant Identification Number:
	5

	
FFURFLEN GANIATÂD CYFRANOGIAD
	
PARTICIPATION CONSENT FORM

	Teitl Y Prosiect: / Project Title: “The Potential of YouTube Monetization and Daily Forex Trading as Replacing 9-5 Jobs”

	Enw'r Ymchwilydd / Name of Researcher:  Stefan Zamfirov



	1
	I confirm that I have read and understand the information sheet dated for the above study. I have had the opportunity to consider the information, ask questions and have had these answered satisfactorily.
	yes

	2
	I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw at any time, without giving any reason.

	yes

	3
	I understand that any information given by me may be used in future reports, articles or presentations by the research team.

	yes

	4
	I understand that my name will not appear in any reports, articles or presentations.

	yes

	5
	I agree to take part in the above study.

	yes

	Name of Participant

	George M Haflan
	Signature:

	Researcher

	Stefan Zamfirov
	Signature:




	You may decline to participate in this study. You may end your participation in this study at any time. If you decide to remain anonymous, maintaining your anonymity will be a priority and every practical precaution will be taken to disguise your identity. If you prefer anonymity, there will not be any identifying information on audiotapes or transcripts of this or any interview. No one will hear any audiotapes or see any transcripts without your prior consent. All materials generated from this or any interview will remain confidential.
When completed please return in the envelope provided. One copy will be given to you and the original to be kept on the file of the research team at:

NAME & ADDRESS OF RESEARCHER

University of Wales Trinity Saint David (London Campus)
Winchester House
11 Cranmer Road
London – SW9 6EJ
Tel: +442075667600
Email: info.london@uwtsd.ac.uk
         : londonstudentservice@uwtsd.ac.uk 


















Question 1	YT Passion	YT Freedom	Forex Exploration	Forex Opportunities	0.3	0.2	0.3	0.2	


Question 2	YT Big Risk	YT Volatility	Forex Market Volatility	Forex Financial losses	0.4	0.1	0.25	0.25	


Question 3	YT Vey high potential	YT Consistent	Forex High returns	Forex Not consistent	0.2	0.3	0.4	0.1	


Question 4	YT Social skills	YT Professional skills	Forex Risk management	Forex Discipline	0.25	0.25	0.25	0.25	
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