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Introduction
In this piece of assignment, I will be demonstrating a wide range of knowledge of learning theories and understand how they relate to current education practice. I will also be defining an understanding of the importance of different perspectives on learning theory. I will also be discussing and evaluating how leaning contexts facilitate the development and enhancement of knowledge and skills. The theorist that I have chosen to describe and evaluate who had explored cognitive development is Piaget. I will also be linking Piaget’s theory to a well-known curriculum that is followed across wales by practitioners, I will also be stating how this curriculum is influenced in practise. Towards the end of the assignment there will be a conclusion which will be summarising the assignment as a whole.
Brief history of Jean Piaget
Jean Piaget was a psychologist, who was born on August 9, 1896 in Switzerland, and died on September 17, 1980 (McLeod, 2018). Jean Piaget mainly focused his studies on natural sciences at the university of Neuchatel in Switzerland. Piaget was a very well know teacher and psychologist who looked at the stages in the learning and development of children. He became interested in intellectual development after he was working with the testing of intelligence at a French boy’s school. Piaget’s most well-known work was his book which was, ‘The origin of intelligence in children’ (McLeod, 2018).
“Only education is capable of saving our societies from possible collapse, whether violent, or gradual” (Cleverism, 2018).
Piaget theory is built around three main core components which are
1. schemas,
2. Assimilation, accommodation and equilibration
3. stages of cognitive development (Yuting, 2013)
schemas
"A cohesive, repeatable action sequence possessing component actions that are tightly interconnected and governed by a core meaning’’ (simply psychology, 2018).
According to Piaget a schema is a theory that is basic building blocks of bright behaviour it’s a way that our brain organises knowledge (McLeod, 2018)
Piaget studies looked at intellectual growth as a learning process for children of adaptation to the world around them and how things work around them. He suggested that this happens through assimilation, accommodation and equilibration.
There are a variety of different schema’s that a child faces when developing the world around them, for example, the first schema that a child faces is the Initial schema, at this point the child will begin to develop an understanding of what a dog is from a picture book they previously saw (NaturePlay, 2011)
Schema forming the child experiences disequilibrium for example, the child is actively constructing a schema about dogs. The child assimilates information and returns to state of equilibrium. The child would be identifying that the dog has ears, four legs and tail (McLeod, 2018).
The child would then move on to the assimilation process this is when the child would expand their understanding of what a dog is by observing one in the park. The child would check that the dog has ears, four legs and a tail they would think, could this be a dog but then the dog would start to bark so the child would then experience disequilibrium. The child’s schema about dogs does not includes barking. Then when the child feels the dog, they would notice that the dog is furry. At this point the child’s schema about dogs does not include fur. Then the child is licked by the dog the child’s schema doesn’t not include licking.
Part of the assimilation process the child is in a disequilibrium experience when hearing an animal that barks, so this leaves the child thinking that the dog is furry and licks this will leave the child thinking whether it is a dog or not this is because it does have ears, four legs and a tail. The child would be building internal schema or adding information to the existing schema. Most of the time the child is more likely to seek reinforcement from their parents,
The next step would be the accommodation process, this is if the child goes back to the park and see’s a cat. The child would develop a new schema they would think that this is a different animal to the one they saw before, even though it has some of the same qualities as the dog. The child would see this animal walking around the park, so they would go down their list that it has four legs, ears, tail hasn’t heard any barking, appears to be furry and licks. The child would realise that this animal meow not barks. The child asks their parents dog and the parents say no cat, so the parents are providing feedback and reinforces this is a cat. So not the child is processing in their mind and creates a new schema, so the child is in disequilibrium they are actively constructing meaning this new schema says cat, four legs, ears, tail, meows, furry and licks. The child forms a schema about cats.
Piaget strongly believed that even new-born babies have several innate schemas, even without having many opportunities to experience the world.
Intellectual development allows the child to develop thinking skills and can help improve and help them with learning e.g reading a book or drawing/ writing. According to Piaget children are actively involved in structing their own cognitive development through exploration of the environment (Smith et al, 2012) 
Piaget stages of development
Piaget theory of cognitive development suggested that children move through four different stages of mental development, he suggested that children learn more through building on previous experience than learning through rote learning. He also believed that as the child gets older, they will start functioning at higher levels. The four stages of cognitive development are:
1. Sensorimotor stage aged 0-2 years, at this stage the child is able to identify that an object still exists but is hidden.
2. Pre-operational stage 2-7 years, at this stage young children are able to think about one or more object or word symbolically.
3. Concrete operational stage 7-11 years, at this stage Piaget believed that it was a huge turning point for a child’s cognitive development as it marks the beginning of logical or operational thought and ideas. At this stage young children are able to work things out in their head rather than physically trying things out.
4. Formal operational stage 11+ starts around eleven and passes into adulthood. At this age children can develop the ability to think academically and are able to test hypotheses.
Piaget strongly argued that each and every child goes though the stages that are listed above in the same order. But although no stage can be missed out, there are some individual differences in the rate at which children progress through stages, and some children may find it difficult to reach the later stages due to an underachievement development. Piaget did not state that a certain stage was reached at a certain age, but the descriptions of the stages sometimes included a suggestion of the age at which the normal child would reach each stage.
Piaget believed that children learn through being given the opportunity to learn from themselves and learn from their mistakes rather than someone telling them what’s right and what’s wrong. Studies show that children learn more when their fully active and hands on, Piaget believed that children learn more by doing, hands on activities he strongly believed this because they would eventually learn from the things around them as children also enjoy using a different range of materials and objects.
Piaget also believed that this would help develop the child’s play opportunity and learn about the world around them. (Tassoni, 2010) his theory doesn’t only focus on understanding how children acquire knowledge, but also on understanding the nature on intelligence. Piaget theory suggested that development has eventually has an end. (Papalia, 2011)
Piaget’s theory is the only theory that differs from other theorists in many ways for example, Piaget’s theory mainly focuses on a child’s development, other than all learns as a whole. The main goal of Piaget’s theory is to explain the processes by which the infant, and then the child, develops into an individual who can think in many different ways and think using hypothesis.
Links between Piaget theory and The Foundation Phase Curriculum
Piaget theory of cognitive development also links in with the Foundation Phase wales curriculum. The foundation phase curriculum was designed by the government to ensure that all children aged 3 to 7 years old have the opportunity to explore the world without being told what is right and wrong,  every primary school in wales must follow this law as it’s a legal requirement, this law doesn’t have to be followed if the school is private or a day centre. The Foundation phase sets out standards that early years practitioners needs meet the needs of every child to ensure that each child develops and learns effectively. The curriculum encourages all children to be creative, imaginative and makes learning more enjoyable as well as effective (Foundation Phase Framework, 2015)
The curriculum always ensure that children are always given the opportunity to explore the world around them and to understand how things work by taking part in practical activities that is relevant to their development stage. This is challenged though practical activities and the child will eventually develop their thinking with open ended questions. The foundation phase has 7 main areas of learning which are presented though practical, hands on activities or though active learning experiences whether its indoors or outdoors (Foundation Phase Framework, 2015).
The seven areas of learning are:
1. Personal and social development, wellbeing and cultural diversity
2. Language, literacy and communication skills
3. Mathematical development
4. Welsh language development
5. Knowledge and understanding of the world
6. Physical development
7. [bookmark: _Hlk535091080]Creative development (Foundation Phase Framework, 2015)
This curriculum also links in with Piaget’s theory as researched showed that Piaget strongly agreed that children should have the opportunity to participate in hands on activities that are fun and enjoyable, as well as experiencing the world around them on their own to be more successful and wanting to do that activity again to learn from their mistakes as well has having a challenge to tackle (Foundation Phase Framework, 2015).  To sum up this curriculum in shown in practice by children having a variety of activities set out to choose from, having the opportunity to play outdoors to discover new findings for their own as well as practitioners observing the children developed to see if their reaching their development stage.
[bookmark: _Hlk535186202][bookmark: _Hlk535185992]The different areas of development are social, emotional, communication, physical, intellectual and creative. The independence of these areas of development will cover several areas if the activities are planned effectively. (Urban child institute, 2019) 
Social and emotional development is shown in work practice by supporting the child’s emotions to help them understand what they can do and how much they are capable of. Communication development is shown by practitioners taking the time to listen to the child’s whether they have any problems or difficulties in communicating with others then if needed a speech or language would be requested to help the child as much as possible (Urban child institute, 2019). 
Physical development is also promoted in work place by setting a number of after school clubs to promote the child taking part in sport. As well as setting up games and puzzles at dinner and breakfast times for children to play this promotes the child’s physical development as well as to preventing boredom for children. Creative development is shown by providing children with opportunities to explore and express their thoughts and feelings in a variety of ways such as, through music, art, dance, role paly and design and technology. 
Finally, the last area is intellectual development this is also promoted in practice by children being praised for working hard and answering questions whether it’s the right or wrong answer. The child’s learning needs to be supported by using a range of activities such as learning through play, work, games, trips and role paly. An example that is shown in practice is when the children were learning about plants each child had the opportunity to grow their own sunflower and each science lesson, they had to measure the sunflower to see whether it needed more water. 
Conclusion
In conclusion this assignment demonstrated a clear understanding of my chosen theorist which is Piaget who studied cognitive development and the way that children develop in different learning stages. I have found that Piaget’s theory of cognitive development influences my work practice is so many ways for example, practitioners in my work place observe all the children’s development by observing their development daily.












[bookmark: _GoBack]Reference list
Papalia, D., Olds, S., & Feldman, R., (2011) a childs world: infancy through adolescence, 11th esition Boston: McGraw-Hill higher education
Baker, B,. Beith, K,. Daly, M,. Forbes, S,. Griffin, S,. and Marshall, H,. (2012) ‘children and young people’s workorce . Essex: pearson education limited.
Simply psychology (2018) ‘Jean Piaget’s theory of cognitive development’ (Available from: https://www.simplypsychology.org/piaget.html) [Accessed on: 3rd January 2019]
Prezi (2013) ‘There Are Three Basic Components To Piaget's Cognitive Theory’ (Available from: https://prezi.com/n1kdz2n7liyk/there-are-three-basic-components-to-piagets-cognitive-theory) [Accessed on: 3rd January 2019]
NaturePlay (2011) ‘Schema’s in children’s play’ (Available from: www.nature-play.co.uk/blog/schemas-in-childrens-play) [Accessed on: 3rd January 2019]
Welsh Government (2015) ‘Foundation Phase framework’ (Available from: https://beta.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-02/foundation-phase-framework) [Accessed on: 12th January 2019]
The Urban child institute (2019) ‘Social and emotional development in earlychildhood’(Availablefrom: www.urbanchildinstitute.org/resources/publications/good-start/social-and-emotional-development) [Accessed on 13th January 2019] 
Smith., M, Kamen., T, Irvine., J, Armitage., M, Baker., C (2012) ‘children and young people’s workforce’ early learning and child care. 
2 | Page

