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Antigonus Monopthalmos ‘the one eyed’ as he was known in his later life[footnoteRef:1] was a general and satrap of greater Phrygia under Alexander the Great. Antigonus was born c. 382 BCE in Elimeia, Macedon and was a contemporary of Phillip II[footnoteRef:2], but outlived the king by 35 years. His father was Philippos but his mother’s name was not recorded, Antigonus also had two biological brothers and one half-brother after his mother re-married to Periandros, and two biological son, Demetrius Poliocretes who would eventually become king of Macedonia and Phillip after his brother and father, Demetrius is debated as to whether he was Antigonus’ son or nephew[footnoteRef:3]. Antigonus’ family social status is disputed as to whether he came from peasant or yeoman stock or if he was linked Macedonian royal house[footnoteRef:4]. Billows intercedes into the argument by stating Antigonus’ family were from noble birth because many of his family members, including himself, married into other noble families[footnoteRef:5], and this shall be where I place myself within the scholarship. During Antigonus’ early life he is said to have helped Phillip II tremendously with the reformation of Macedonian life, and predominantly their military power in the eastern Mediterranean[footnoteRef:6]. However, we have lost many of the primary sources for the reign of Phillip II and therefore know very little about Antigonus’ life and career under Phillip which lasts 23 years, but this time period will have no doubt have shaped Antigonus’ views and careers as a military officer and administrator[footnoteRef:7]. Also, there is evidence that supports the fact that Antigonus played an important role at the siege of Perinthos in 340BC and some sources say that it is at this point that he lost an eye and was given the nick-name “one-eyed”. During the year 333 BCE Antigonus was appointed satrap of greater Phrygia however, he no longer had any influence on the events of war for Alexander and contact was cut between himself and the king, despite this the role of satrap of greater Phrygia was an important one for Alexander’s empire[footnoteRef:8]. Antigonus was victorious again over the course of three battles against Persian refugees from Issus in c.332[footnoteRef:9]. In the following year with Alexander’s victory over the Persians Antigonus was given the region of Asia[footnoteRef:10]. In 330 Antigonus is said to have been out in charge of Lykia and Pamphylia, however this is disputed by Appian[footnoteRef:11]. The proceeding years and that precede Alexander’s death is also not documented in the sources, or ones that have survived to this date. Alexander died in 323 and this created essentially a power vacuum in regards to the empire. Perdiccas had taken supreme command shortly after and gave Antigonus Pamphylia, Lykia and, what was known as greater Phrygia[footnoteRef:12] and thus followed what I would call Antigonus’ rise to power over the next 20 years. At this point, Antigonus was asked to help conquer Kappadokia and Paphlagonia with Leonnatos as a satrap for Eumenes, Antigonus refused as it would have potentially made Eumenes more powerful than himself due to the location of their satrapy[footnoteRef:13]. As a result of this Antigonus was summoned by Perdiccas to stand trial in 322 with charges characterized by Diodorus as “false slanders and unjust accusations”[footnoteRef:14], however the real charges have not survived in the sources. Chaos ensued and battles were thought across the empire, satrap against satrap, Antigonus, fought in the successor’s war in 322 against Eumenes and the remainder of the perdikkan faction. Antigonus, from here escapes to Europe from Asia Minor with his friends and family in Athenian ships, sources debate to whether this was with the help of Meandros[footnoteRef:15]. Antigonus arrived in 321 and joined Antipatros and Krateros, and they set about addressing the problem of Perdiccas, with Ptolemy who had also experienced hostilities with Perdiccas[footnoteRef:16].  [1:  Heckel, W. 1992: P.50.]  [2:  Justin. XVII. I,12.]  [3:  Plut; Waterfield, R. (Trans.). 2016: DM II.]  [4:  Billows, R.A. 1997: P.16.]  [5:  Billows, R.A. 1997: P.17.]  [6:  Billows, R.A. 1997: P.24.]  [7:  Billows, R.A. 1997: P.26.]  [8:  Billows, R.A. 1997: P.41.]  [9:  Hornblower, S & Spawforth, A. 2004: P.44. ]  [10:  J. AJ. 12.1.]  [11:  Billows, R.A. 1997: P.41. ; App. Syr. 9.]  [12:  Diod. 17.3. ]  [13:  Billows, R.A. 1997: P.57.]  [14:  Diod. 18.23,4.]  [15:  Diod. 18.23,4.]  [16:  Diod. 18.14, 2; 25, 3-5; Paus. I 6, 8.] 
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