HPFY3009, Primary source essay
The United States Constitution and the Declaration of Independence
In this essay, I will talk about The United States Constitution and the Declaration of Independence as two main parts. Each document is chosen as the primary source of my next assignment.
First, The United States Constitution is a fundamental instrument that establishes the framework of the federal government and acts as the supreme law of the land. It was ratified on March 4, 1789, after being ratified by the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on September 17, 1787. The Constitution is regarded by many as one of the most important and effective constitutions in the world.
There are seven articles and a preamble in the Constitution. The Constitution's goal is outlined in the preamble, and its seven sections go into more detail about the composition and scope of the federal government. The first three articles represent the doctrine of the separation of powers, dividing the federal government into three branches: the executive, which consists of the President; the judicial, which consists of the Supreme Court and other federal courts; and the legislative, which is made up of the bicameral Congress (the House of Representatives and the Senate) (U.S. Const. art. I, II, III).
The Constitution also lists particular authorities granted to the federal government, such as the authority to tax and regulate business, declare war, control immigration, mint money, and establish post offices (U.S. Const. art. I, sec. 8). Additionally, it grants the federal government the authority to enact any laws required for the nation's overall welfare (U.S. Const. art. I, sec. 8).
To safeguard individual liberties and rights, the first 10 amendments to the Constitution, known as the Bill of Rights, were enacted in 1791. These amendments restrict governmental power and ensure that the populace has access to rights like freedom of expression, of the press, of religion, the right to keep and bear weapons, and a fair trial (U.S. Const. amend. I-X).
The Constitution's system of checks and balances between the three departments of government is one of its distinctive features. This mechanism prevents one branch from becoming overly powerful and keeps the other branches' power levels balanced. For instance, the President has the authority to reject laws passed by Congress; nevertheless, a two-thirds vote in Congress can override the veto (U.S. Const. art. I, sec. 7). According to Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. (1 Cranch) 137 (1803), the Supreme Court has the authority to declare federal laws and presidential actions unconstitutional, so limiting the authority of both the legislative and executive branches.
The Constitution also has provisions for its own amendment, allowing it to change throughout time to fit the nation's evolving requirements. The Bill of Rights was added and slavery was abolished as part of the Constitution's 27 amendments to date (Thirteenth Amendment, U.S. Const. amend. XIII).
On the other hand, The Declaration of Independence is a book that explains why the American colonies decided to break away from British rule. It was formally adopted on July 4, 1776, by the Continental Congress as a declaration of universal human rights and a symbol of American freedom. A pillar of American democracy, the Declaration of Independence is regarded as one of the most significant documents in American history.
Thomas Jefferson, who took inspiration from Enlightenment intellectuals like John Locke, wrote the majority of the Declaration of Independence. All men are said to be "created equal" and to have certain unalienable rights, including life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. The Declaration of Independence asserts that when a government starts to violate fundamental rights, the people have the right to change or abolish it and replace it with one that better upholds their rights.
The Declaration of Independence lists the specific grievances against King George III and the British government, including taxation without representation, the suspension of the colonial charters and assemblies, the denial of trial by jury, and the quartering of troops among the colonists. The Declaration of Independence also mentions the colonists’ repeated attempts to seek reconciliation with Britain, and the British government’s repeated rejection of these attempts.
The Declaration of Independence was not an immediate success, and the American Revolution lasted for several more years. However, it served as a rallying cry for the American cause and provided a moral and legal basis for the colonies’ independence. The Declaration of Independence was later referenced in the United States Constitution, which established a system of government that would protect the rights of all citizens.
Since then, the Declaration of Independence has had a significant influence on world history, acting as a model for other countries seeking freedom and self-determination and inspiring several additional independence movements. It continues to be a pillar of American democracy and serves as a reminder of the value of personal freedoms and rights.
In conclusion, the United States Constitution serves as the foundation for the federal government and American democracy. It defines the authority of the three institutions of government, erects a system of checks and balances, and defends the rights and liberties of every person. One of the oldest and most effective constitutions in the world, it has been able to adapt through the amendment process to endure and stay current for more than two centuries. Whereas, the Declaration of Independence is a key text in American history that explains why the American colonies chose to break away from British rule and act as a statement of the rights that all people are born with. It is a genuinely extraordinary document due to both its global influence and its significance to American democracy.
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