The significance of death during the neolithic period and whether any meaning can be inferred from burial. 
The essay will explore how archaeological discoveries have shaped the way in which people during the neolithic period are believed to have perceived the significance of death and burial of human remains. Our own understanding of death and burial will somewhat impact our discoveries from archaeological examination of sites. The essay will first examine the evidence, and decipher what if any inference can be made as a result of our discoveries. 
Due the vast nature of timeframe and geographical locations when examining resources, the sources will focus on burial practises within Britain, predominantly in the Peak district, whilst also evaluating other locations to gather understanding of practises. 
Discussions surrounding the practises of burial during the neolithic period have become more prevalent through the discovery of artefacts from other time periods such as the roman empire being located at neolithic burial sites[footnoteRef:1]. The essay will explore the significance of the reuse of burial sites[footnoteRef:2]. The reuse of burial sites also provides its own problems when determining practises regarding burial. In examining the burial practise, consideration will be given to the usage of the sites and potential impact on developing our understanding[footnoteRef:3].  [1:  Ronald Hutton, ‘Romano-British Reuse of Prehistoric Ritual Sites’, Britannia (Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies), 42 (2011), pp. 1–22, p.1. 
]  [2:  Ronald Hutton, ‘Romano-British Reuse of Prehistoric Ritual Sites’, Britannia (Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies), 42 (2011), pp. 1–22, p. 2.
]  [3:  John Barnatt, and Mark Edmonds, ‘Places Apart? Caves and Monuments in Neolithic and Earlier Bronze Age Britain’, Cambridge Archaeological Journal, 12.1 (2002), pp. 113–29, p. 124. 
] 

From establishing the importance of a burial site, working backwards the essay will explore how others living at that time period may have interacted with the site[footnoteRef:4]. By reviewing data from the barrows and their construction the essay seeks to establish how barrows impacted daily life within the community[footnoteRef:5]. [4:  John Barnatt, and Mark Edmonds, ‘Places Apart? Caves and Monuments in Neolithic and Earlier Bronze Age Britain’, Cambridge Archaeological Journal, 12.1 (2002), pp. 113–29, p. 124 -126.
]  [5:  M. R Edmonds, Ancestral Geographies of the Neolithic: Landscapes, Monuments and Memory, 1st ed. (Routledge, 1999), chapter 7.] 

Finally taking into consideration earlier topics, the essay will focus on the peak district and inference will be made from the examination of the structure, setting, and direction in which barrows were made[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  Alice J Rogers, ‘The Afterlife of Monuments in the English Peak District: The Evidence of Early Bronze Age Burials’, Oxford Journal of Archaeology, 32.1 (2013), pp. 39–51, p. 41 – 43. 
] 

Evaluating all the evidence a conclusion will be made as to whether we can establish that humans during the neolithic period ascribed significance to death, and any significance to what happens to the body after death. 
										Word count 463. 
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