The Sealed Kingdom

Utopia and Dystopia, the view from within and the view from without, the collective and the individual, stability vs chaos. The defence of the realm, like fight or flight, relies on one either hiding from predators or confronting and fighting them. Utopias are often hidden states or countries and are often discovered by outside parties like in the instance of Herland, Tomorrowland, and Thomas Mores Utopia. However the sealing of these places are not simply just physical barriers but stretch into the mind. By the use of language, mannerisms, education and social pressure another set of boundaries are created. These boundaries are created to protect the Utopia from corruption and ultimately destruction.
In Herland the three men arrive in Herland all three of different dispositions and expect to be confronted by challenges they are familiar with. They also have some unrealistic ideas of what they would encounter outside of the potential challenges. However the reality of what they were met with was resistance from women who are described as being like colonels and later control. As the nature of Utopias appears to require rigid stability and someone (or a group) to enforce this, this encounter would not be a surprise regardless of gender difference as the nature of power is ultimately unchanging regardless of who wields it, what system it is in and whether it is wielded by men or women. 
Another aspect of Herland, like with Utopia, the Dispossed and Brave New World is the ideal of collectivism (and collectivist style utopias). This is an attempt to unite humanity against conflict within the state (and without) and working together, however this is often the death of the individual and individual choice or expression. By extension gifted, different, exceptional, ambitious and driven individuals are often discounted from society and may be considered a threat and thus removed. However individualist Utopias such as the ideal of the American dream at around 1900 (come from anywhere and remake yourself), Tomorrowland (for inventors, artists and scientists to create at will without the intervention of others) and rapture (from Bioshock a capitalist utopia where again the individual cannot be restrained by the many and is free to make themselves) express the ultimate freedom of expression and the celebration of the individual. This however has the drawbacks that not everyone is special, driven or gifted and so many end up in the thrall of some greater more successful individual, there may also be a lack of community or support in such cases and can thus lead to poverty of more than just finance.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ultimately Utopias and sometimes Dystopias seal themselves off one way or another from the surrounding world in an attempt to survive and is a part of its ridged structure which stretches into the mind. This is the attitude of the state of Herland although the regulation of the mind is not as ridged as it is in Brave New World.

