OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: Tuesday 10th October at around 10.10am during a Year 7 Maths lesson.


	Where and When: After the teacher had completed the starter task and started questioning.


	What happened: The lesson starts as normal where the teacher uses the schools ‘threshold’ approach which is to stand at the door to let the pupils in. The pupils had been coming from PE first lesson so they were all sweaty and full of energy. The Year 7 Mixed Ability class pupils had sat down and started to work on the ‘Do It Now’ task as they do for every lesson. There were nine questions on the board in a Noughts and Crosses format where the pupils were attempting to answer as many questions as they can whilst the teacher was completing the register. The ‘Do It Now’ task is comprised of a mixture of topics to carry out Assessment for learning (Afl) on prior knowledge. Child A came 4 minutes late and sat straight down in their normal seat. The seating plan in this classroom is in ’Boy/Girl’ order where also one TA sits with an ALN child on the right side. During the first 10 minutes of the lesson where the pupils are supposed to settle down and complete the ‘Do It Now’ task, I observed Child A not doing any of the work, they were doodling and distracting Child B at the same time. I spoke to Child A and asked them if they required any assistance, they replied with “I don’t understand any of it, I was not in class the last lesson so I haven’t done this work.” I helped them go through one or two questions by helping them break down the question to make it easier to understand. They understood a few things but only completed one question before the time was up and the teacher was starting to ask for the answers. The method that the teacher used for questioning was ‘hands up’, this method requires someone to put their hands up when the teachers asks a question and attempt to answer the question. During the 5 minute period where the teacher was going through the answers, due to shortness of time, the teacher used the approach of question and answer meaning that the opportunity wasn’t used to ask the class for different answers or by correcting incorrect answers. Instead, the teacher simply asked the question to one child and provided the answer. Child A was not asked once if they had the answer. Child A was not assessed for prior knowledge therefore went into the lesson already behind. Towards the end of the lesson, the teacher had asked Child A a question regarding the topic that was just taught, the pupil had responded with “I didn’t understand it, I wasn’t in the last lesson so I didn’t understand it”, the teacher then replied with “well, you should’ve put your hand up and asked for help if you didn’t understand”. This caused the pupil to be slightly upset and embarrassed whilst all the other pupils were staring at them. 


	· Areas of possible exploration: Use of random generator to choose which student answers the questions. The teacher here only chose the students that had their hands up, this is normally the higher-level pupils or the most confident. This method does not effectively check for assessment for learning across the classroom.  The use of whiteboards is also very effective as the teacher is able to quickly scan everyone’s answers and then challenge the pupils who may have gotten a wrong answer.  
· Child A was doodling and distracting Child B for around 5 minutes when they should’ve been doing the work, during this time it would’ve been very strategic for the teacher to walk around the classroom to see how the pupils are getting on and also offering help. This would give the teacher a better understanding of the level that certain pupils are at.
· Effective questioning should’ve been used in this practise to understand the knowledge of the classroom. One deep thinking technique is called ‘Pose-Pause-Pounce-Bounce’ used in particular by Dylan Wiliam. This questioning method allows the teacher to ask around the classroom for the answer whilst teaching and correcting.
· 

	· Notes: The pupils had just come from first lesson which was PE so their adrenaline is high and require some time to cool off.
· The classroom was calm and organised before the interaction between the teacher and the pupil.






