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[bookmark: _Toc68634344]Introduction
Virtual Learning Environments were introduced to make students more engaged in the active learning experience. In this time of COVID-19, virtual learning all over the world made the education feasible. The usage of VLE promotes critical thinking skills and makes the learning more engaging. In this report, the impact of virtual learning system has been analysed. With the help of primary and secondary data the research has been completed. The thorough analysis of collected data helped in providing recommendation in the research work. The research has done with the help of the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
[bookmark: _Toc68634345]Rationale and Background of the study
The term e-learning has been coined in 1999, after which the innovation in the particular topic has been made huge changes in the virtual learning world. In recent days, even before the pandemic, many universities were using virtual learning system to track students’ progress and also to increase the communication between students and teachers (Hennessy et al., 2016). But in the pandemic started in 2020, the rules of social distancing were regulated in worldwide. Students could not attend the classes as mass gathering was prohibited; the usage of virtual learning system came to the rescue. Every college, university and school started to use the system to teach and learn from their own house. The impact of the virtual learning is definitely different from the conventional way of learning (Hamill, 2020). The study of the mechanisms of VLE is required as it interconnected with various elements associated with learning. With the continuing rise in the needs of the traditional and non-traditional method of learning, the virtual learning system provides increased accessibility to the services such as monitoring the progress of students, sharing information and many more (Phungsuk, Viriyavejakul and Ratanaolarn, 2017). In order to evaluate the effectiveness of virtual learning the survey has been done.
[bookmark: _Toc68634346]Aim and Objectives
Aim
The aim of the study is to analyse the impact of VLEs on students’ learning.
Objectives
· To understand the importance of VLE in student learning
· To assess influential factors associated with VLE
· To investigate the impact of VLE on students' learning 
· To recommend strategies for overcoming challenges related to VLE for students
[bookmark: _Toc68634347]Methodology
In the research, the philosophy used is positivism. Positivism philosophy coheres to the factual knowledge observed from the collected data. Also, it depends on quantifiable data and observations that help to carry out the research ethically (Kumar, 2018). Thereafter, in the study, the deductive approach has been used because no new theory has been developed. The information from existing studies have been collected and analysed, a hypothesis is developed and is tested through the analysis of the survey. The descriptive research design has been used in the research as the research aimed for achieving the objectives of the study (Kim, Sefcik and Bradway, 2017). 
The descriptive design helped in describing the population of the survey and situation. The primary and secondary both data are used in the research. The primary data was collected from students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. The sample size used in the research is 10. The survey was done online, through Survey Monkey. The secondary data was collected from various documents on the topic of virtual learning from online and offline sources. Also, the qualitative and quantitative both data analysis techniques are used in the study, the qualitative technique used for secondary data and quantitative technique used for the survey data. The collected data is protected under the Data Protection Act 2018, the information collected from the survey are used fairly and lawfully (Legislation.gov.uk, 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc68634348]Primary data collection 
1. What is your age?
[image: ]
From the above figure, it has been found that 70% of the respondents are within the age group of 18-25 years, and 30% of the respondents belong to the age group of 26-35 years.  
2. What is your gender?
[image: ]
It has been known from the above graph that 66.767% of the respondents are females, and the rest are males. 
3. Do you agree that VLE has created a significant influence on the learning experience of the students?
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From the above figure, it can be said that VLE has created a significant influence on the learning experience of the students as 70% of the respondents strongly agreed with the fact. Moreover, 30% of the respondents agreed to it. 
4. Which is the most important factor that influences the virtual learning environment?
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It has been observed from the above figure that flexible learning and frequent feedback is the most important factor that influences the virtual learning environment as opined by 80% of the respondents. Apart from that, 20% of them opted for evaluation of teaching capability. 
5. What is the most significant benefit of virtual learning environment?
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From the above graph, it has been found that personalised learning is the most significant benefit of a virtual learning environment as claimed by 60% of the respondents. Planning and resource management is also a potential benefit as 30% of the participants opted for it. Along with that, 10% of the respondents opined assessment and monitoring of students. 
6. What is the primary challenge of using VLE?
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It can be said that 80% of the respondents have said that VLE is not applicable in areas of poor internet connection, and is also one of its primary challenges. Apart from that, lack of interpersonal communication is also a challenge of the virtual learning environment as claimed by 20% of the respondents. 
7. Do you think that virtual learning will be a crucial aspect in the learning of students in future?
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From the above figure, it can be stated that virtual learning will be a crucial aspect in the learning of the students in future as claimed by 80% of the respondents. On the other hand, 10% of the respondents denied the fact. 
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Theme 1: Significance of VLE on student learning 
In the present time, the aspect of VLE has been highly significant in the case of student learning. According to Yang et al. (2018), the primary significance of VLE for the students is that the students are able to work at their own pace. As a result, that, the students can easily personalise their learning. It exerts a positive impact on the academic performance of a student. Apart from that, it also increases the self-confidence of the students. In this regard, they can gain high preparation of their lessons. 
A student often fails to cope up with the pressure of studies. In this regard, the role of VLE is highly vital. On the other hand, as claimed by Alves, Miranda and Morais (2017), an excellent learning experience is gained by a student on the basis of self-paced learning. Apart from that, a student can also learn new skills while engaging with the virtual learning environment. One of the most potential significance of a virtual learning environment on the learning of students is that it offers instant feedback and feed-forward to the students. As a result, the students can easily figure out their drawbacks and can take appropriate measures to mitigate the drawbacks. 
Theme 2: Assessment of the influential factors associated with VLE
In the present time, students are getting more inclined towards virtual learning environment. As stated by Barana et al. (2017), evaluation of the teaching capability is one of the most influential factors behind the prospect of the virtual learning environment. In this regard, a student can get access to quality learning. It is also responsible for increasing the engagement of the students in an effective learning process. Apart from that, it can be said that the new process of learning also acts as a motivation for the students to learn more. 
On the contrary, as per Orey and Rosa (2018), within the virtual learning environment, often teachers fail to offer necessary instructions in a proper manner. As a result of that, an issue regarding the proper handling of the students is raised. Apart from that, it can be said that often students fail to engage with the virtual learning environment because of poor internet connections. It is highly prominent in the remote areas where the internet connection is not so favourable. Moreover, the process is costly so the aspect of affordability is also an influential factor. 
Theme 3: Influence of virtual learning environment on students learning 
It is evident that the virtual learning environment has a varied influence on students learning. According to De et al. (2017), revision of the topic can be done easily by a student while relying on the virtual learning environment. As a result of that, an ample amount of knowledge can be gained frequently, and also in a comprehensive manner. One of the most significant influences that VLE exerts on a student is that a student can enjoy a flexible schedule. As a result of that, an ample quantity of knowledge can be gained by an individual. 
Apart from that, it can be said that a virtual learning environment is highly beneficial for a student in the case of developing his/her career, along with furthering his/her education. Therefore, VLE can impart a positive impact on the academic as well as on the professional career of an individual. As opined by Bogusevschi, Muntean and Muntean (2020), in the present time of the Covid-19 pandemic, most of the educational organisations have opted for a virtual learning environment for the students. This is because the maintenance of Covid protocols has not been easy in the case of the physical classroom. Therefore, it can be said that the VLE has a huge influence on the learning of the students.
[bookmark: _Toc68634350]Analysis
From the survey, the information gathered from which most of the participants was female and in the age group of 18-25 years. The questions from the survey was answered by the participants and most of them gave their positive views on influence of virtual learning on their learning experiences, on the other hand from the secondary sources, it has been analysed that VLE put a significant impact on the learning process of students. It helped the students to structure their own personalised learning method, in which they are comfortable which resulted in more engaging learning experience for them (Alves, Miranda and Morais, 2017). The positive aspect on flexible learning and feedback helped to analyse the flexible timing and situation in the learning system made the learning process easier for the students. 
The primary and secondary data both suggests many positive impacts of VLE on the students in the recent times. It has been known from the secondary data that poor internet connection is a negative aspect of VLE. Apart from that, the high cost associated with the virtual learning environment is also a cause of concern. From the survey, the benefit students are getting also analysed, from which most of them benefitted from personalised learning also planning and resource management benefitted some. Virtual learning does not require face-to-face interaction which saves time and many resources. The study finds many influential factors affecting the learning experience but poor internet connection makes it difficult for many to access the system. The current pandemic situation made it obvious for the students that VLE will be the crucial aspect of learning in the future.
[bookmark: _Toc68634351]Conclusion and Recommendation
In the research the analysis of collected data helped the researcher to understand the impacts of virtual learning environment in the current situation. The research work successfully achieved the objectives of the research and presented the analysis of the research work. From the primary and secondary data, it has been evaluated that the virtual learning system created a significant influence on the experiences of the students.
Firstly, students should join technical courses, where they can learn technicalities of using different VLE platforms to get accustomed with it. Engaging more in the personalised learning should be promoted more for the students. Secondly, from the survey it has been realized that the challenge of using VLE is, that it is not applicable in the areas of poor internet connection. To overcome the situation, students can download lectures and materials instead of streaming online. Therefore, internet issues of attending classes will be reduced. Thirdly, teachers should also be trained for using VLE platforms in a better way. It will help students to  learn more effectively on VLE platforms.
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1. What is your age?
· 18-25 years
· 26-35 years
· Above 35 years
2. What is your gender?
· Male
· Female
· Others
3. Do you agree that VLE has created a significant influence on the learning experience of the students?
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neither agree nor disagree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
4. Which is the most important factor that influences the virtual learning environment?
· Evaluation of teaching capability
· Flexible learning and frequent feedback
· Practice 
5. What is the most significant benefit of virtual learning environment?
· Planning and resource management
· Personalised learning
· Assessment and monitoring of students
6. What is the primary challenge of using VLE?
· Inapplicable in areas of poor internet connection
· Lack of interpersonal communication
· Costly
7. Do you think that virtual learning will be a crucial aspect in the learning of students in future?
· Yes
· No
· Can’t say
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