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[bookmark: _Toc203606109]Section 1: Introducing the Research Paper and Topic Development

1.1 [bookmark: _Toc203606110]Paper Details (Title, Author(s) and Year of Publication)
This report examines the research paper entitled “She didn’t know how to go back”: School attendance problems in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic: A multiple stakeholder qualitative study with parents and professionals, written by Bronte McDonald, Kathryn J. Lester and Daniel Michelson, and published in 2023 in the British Journal of Educational Psychology.

1.2 [bookmark: _Toc203606111]Main Topic or Problem Explored in the Paper
The paper investigates the difficulties many children experienced when returning to school after the COVID-19 pandemic. During the pandemic, schools were closed for long periods, and many children became disconnected from their normal routines, friends, teachers and learning environments. The research wanted to understand why some children found it difficult to return to school. The study explores emotional, social, and practical factors that contributed to school attendance problems, such as anxiety, fear of returning, changes in behaviour, and reduced confidence after long periods at home.

1.3 [bookmark: _Toc203606112]Who Is the Research About?
The research focuses on primary school-aged children who experienced school attendance problems (SAPS) following the COVID-19 pandemic. The study explored the experiences and difficulties of these children through the perspectives of their parents and professionals working with primary school children. The participants included parents of children who experienced school attendance difficulties and professionals working with primary school children in Southern England (McDonald et al., 2023).
1.4 [bookmark: _Toc203606113]Why Is This Topic Important in UK Health and Social Care?
This topic is important in UK health and social care because school attendance is closely linked to children’s mental health, emotional wellbeing, social development, and future opportunities (McDonald et al.,2023). After the COVID -19 pandemic, many children experience anxiety, stress, loneliness, and difficulties returning to their normal routines (McDonald et al.,2023). When children do not attend school regularly, they may need additional support from health services, social care professionals, schools, and community organisations (McDonald et al.,2023).
[bookmark: _Toc203606114]Section 2: Understanding the Purpose and Research Question
The purpose of this study was to understand why some children had problems going back to school after COVID -19. The researchers wanted to know what made school attendance difficult and how parents and professionals saw these problems. They looked at the experience of children, their families, and the adults who helped them during and after the pandemic.
The study also wanted to find ways to support children more effectively. Overall, the researchers tried to find out what caused the attendance problems and what kind of help children and families needed.
[bookmark: _Toc203606115]2.1 Research Question(s) or Objectives
The purpose of this study was to understand why some children had problems going back to school after the COVID 19 pandemic. The researchers wanted to know what parents and school workers thought about these attendance problems. They looked at reasons why children did not want to return to school and what difficulties familied had during this time. The study also tried to find helpful ways that schools and local services could support children and their families. Overall, the research wanted to learn more about how COVID -19 affected school attendance and how children could be helped to return to school successfully.
[bookmark: _Toc203606116]Section 3: Understanding the Research Methods
Research methods are the different ways research collect and study information. The three main research approaches are quantitative, qualitative, and mixed methods. Each method is used for a different purpose.

[bookmark: _Toc203606117]3.1 Overview of Quantitative, Qualitative, and Mixed-Methods Research
Research methods are the different ways researchers collect and study information. The three main research approaches are quantitative, qualitative, and mixed methods. Each method is used for a different purpose.

Quantitative research uses numerical data to measure information and identify patterns or relationships. Researchers usually collect information from many people using surveys or questionnaires. The results can be analysed using statistics, percentages, and numerical comparisons. For example, a hospital could ask 200 patients to complete a questionnaire about their satisfaction with their treatment.

Qualitative research focuses on understanding people’s experiences, opinions, feelings, and perspectives. Researchers usually collect detailed information through interviews, observations, or open-ended surveys. This type of research helps researchers understand why people behave or feel in certain ways. For example, a researcher could interview patients to understand their experiences of receiving healthcare.

Mixed-methods research combines quantitative and qualitative approaches in the same research study. It can use numerical data together with people’s experiences and opinions to provide a more complete understanding of a research topic. For example, a study could ask nurses to complete a stress questionnaire and then interview some nurses to understand their answers in more detail.

These research approaches are important because they allow researchers to study different types of information and understand both measurable results and human experiences.
[bookmark: _Toc203606118]3.2 Research Methodology Used in Your Chosen Paper and Why
The study used a qualitative, sequential design with two phases of data collection (Morse, 2010). In Phase 1, the researchers used qualitative surveys with parents and professionals, applying a hybrid deductive-inductive approach to generate insights (Braun et al., 2020).
In Phase 1, a hybrid deductive-inductive insight-generating approach was applied through qualitative surveys with parents and professionals (Braun et al., 2020). The researchers then used a thematic framework analysis to identify and organize key themes from the participants’ responses.
One of the most important findings from McDonald et al. (2023) was that some children had more problems going to school after the COVID-19 pandemic because of many different difficulties.

This was especially difficult for children who already had anxiety or special educational needs, and it was not easy for them to go back to school after COVID-19. The researchers found that some children had many problems returning to their normal school routines after the pandemic.

The study also showed that many children with anxiety had difficulty returning to school because of their worries and concerns. For this reason, some children did not want to go back and found it difficult to return to their normal school routine.

This finding revealed that there are many reasons why children might not want to return to school due to different problems. Therefore, schools need to understand the main reasons and look for solutions to provide children with appropriate support. One solution would be to encourage good communication between parents and teachers.
McDonald et al. (2023).

[bookmark: _Toc203606119]3.3 Primary and Secondary Data: Definitions, Differences, and Application to Your Paper
Primary data is information collected directly from researchers for a specific research study. Examples include:
interviews, questionnaires, surveys and observations (Saunders et al., 2019). Secondary data is information that has already been collected by other researchers or organisations and can include published research articles, reports and official statistics (Saunders et al., 2019).

The main difference is that primary data is collected directly by the researchers for their study, the secondary data comes from existing sources. In the chosen paper, the researchers mainly used primary data because they collected new information directly from participants. The study used qualitative surveys and semi-structured interviews with parents and professionals to explore school attendance problems during covid-19 (McDonald et al., 2023).
 The information collected through the surveys and interviews represents primary data because it was obtained directly from the participants for this research study.

[bookmark: _Toc203606120]Section 4: Conclusion
In conclusion, the study by McDonald et al. (2023) showed that there are different reasons why children have problems going to school after COVID-19. Because of this, it was very difficult for some children to return to their normal school routines, and this affected their school attendance.

The study shows that it is important to understand the problems that children have when attending school instead of only focusing on their absence. Good communication between parents, teachers and professionals could help children receive the support they need.

Overall, the research was useful for understanding why children may have problems with school attendance and the different difficulties they can have when returning to school.
[bookmark: _Toc203606121]References
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