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Growing Together
For my major project, I would like to create a series of wall art designs in various sizes. The prints I will be creating are intended to be framed and displayed within a typical family home. I hope that these prints will attract parents with young children. 
The prints will be unisex and intended as gifts for parents to give to their children. My goal is to make these prints timeless, so that families can display their artwork all year round. I want to ensure the designs are versatile and not tied to any specific season, so that they can remain part of a family home for years to come.
Since having my little boy, I have chosen to explore a theme for my major project that means a lot to me. Since becoming a mother, it has made me realise the importance of having a family. Having a family is all about sharing special memories with the people who mean the world to you. The love you share with your family is priceless. “We’re designed to survive and thrive by being connected to one another” ChatterJee, (2019.) It does not matter how many people are in your family. What matters is that you feel loved and cherished whenever you are surrounded by them. All the money in the world can’t buy love, the way a family can make you feel. Sometimes, all we need is a reminder that everything we need is right on our doorstep.
One of the key topics, I would like to explore when working on my major project is memory and the ability to remember all the happy times we experience. “Memory is the diary that we all carry about with us” Legacybox. (2026) This has led me onto researching what certain plants symbolise. Rosemary represents loyalty, love and remembrance. This often connects to remembering loved ones. Forget-me-nots symbolise long-lasting bonds. Lavender reminds us of our childhood and home comforts. Sage encourages us to reflect on our past. Daisies are also linked to remembering our childhood. Lilies often symbolise motherhood. Carnations remind us to be grateful for what we already have, and Camellias help us to express devotion to one another. “The work of memory collapses time” Legacybox. (2026)
From researching these different florals and plants, I have realised that they all have a strong connection. They all grow in the same seasons - usually from the middle of spring to early summer. I can infer that from learning that the florals and plants share the same growing period, this tells me that they all need the same nutrients and light to thrive. Similarly, as people, we all need our family, friends, and community to grow. “Look deep into nature, and then you will start to understand everything better” One Tree Planted (2026)
I will be focusing on certain aspects of my narrative, such as how it feels to be loved, how lucky we are to be healthy and well, and how precious our time is that we spend with our loved ones. I would also like to share the importance of being present and living in the moment throughout my artwork. I would love for my narrative to shine clearly through my work and fill everyone with warmth.
As a single parent myself, I am grateful for every second I spend with my little boy, and I know that it is every parent’s dream to provide everything in the world for their child. I hope that one day I could create artwork that could be a gift that a parent gives to their children for Christmas or their birthday. My aim through my designs is to remind everyone of how much they are loved and cherished by their family. 
I will gather primary imagery from different outdoor environments, focusing on how florals and plants are constantly growing. I believe this will reflect how quickly people grow and that we are continuously evolving and adapting throughout different situations we are dealt with in our lives. I also want to showcase plants in full bloom, to symbolise how people thrive at their best when doing something they love.
I will gather my primary research and imagery from different natural scenes, by visiting more specialised botanical environments, such as The National Botanical Gardens of Wales. I will be illustrating motifs from the florals that I have mentioned previously. My aim is to capture them in different perspectives, so I have a wide range of sketches to work from.
When creating the final outcomes for my major project, I would like to produce individual prints featuring groups of florals. My intention is to create prints based on the florals and plants that I have mentioned previously. The florals will be pictured in abundance, so that each print carries its own personal narrative - such as themes of love, memory and childhood.
I would like the theme of my major project to reflect how we grow as humans in our own individual ways. I believe we thrive in certain aspects of life when we take care of ourselves and provide ourselves with new experiences “Being out in nature has been shown to improve our mental health and our psychological wellbeing and reduce our stress levels” ChatterJee, (2019)	Comment by Kate Coode: find something that relates to how we grow as humans and the natural world, find the connections.  Find a quote that backs up your thinking on getting outdoors.
This also relates to how plants and flowers need their nutrients to grow. I would like to explore the importance of getting outdoors in nature within my artwork because I feel that being outdoors can break the cycle of our chaotic repetitive day to day routines. We all need space to breathe sometimes and being outdoors gives us a chance to get back in the right mindset. Just getting outdoors for one walk a day can do the world of good, for everyone’s mental health and this takes us back to looking after ourselves as humans.  

This also relates to how plants and flowers need nutrients to grow. I would like to explore the importance of spending time outdoors in nature within my artwork, because I believe that being outdoors can make us feel, much more present as humans. We all need to take a step back and breathe sometimes, and nature provides us with the opportunity to reset and capture the right mindset. Just one walk a day outdoors can do wonders for our mental health. “We evolved in nature, surrounded by greenery, bathed in sky and breathing in the healing smells of plants and trees”. ChatterJee, (2019)


I feel that my final outcomes would work well using a pastel/natural colour palette. I would like for my designs to be subtle, but still bold enough for the imagery to stand out. I think it is important that I make sure the colours I choose work well with each other “If the colours don’t harmonize with each other – off with the message or context – it will create a discord.” Haller, K. (2019)
[image: Josef Albers | Homage to the Square: Apparition | The Guggenheim Museums  and Foundation]

Fig 1. Homage to the Square: Apparition






When choosing a colour palette, I would like to take some time to research the meanings behind each colour. “Colour is the most relative medium in art” GoodReads (2024)
I feel that this will help me to make sure that the colours of the imagery align well with the meaning behind my artwork. “Colour can unlock happiness and joy.” Haller, K. (2019.) Throughout working on my major project, I would like to improve my colour palette choices. To get better at choosing the most appropriate colour palettes, I will start to experiment by mixing up different shades of colours to see which colours complement each other the best – by using a bit of trial and error. I also feel it would benefit me to research different types of colour palettes, by using trend forecasting websites and books. This will help me to stay up to date with what is currently appealing to the public. “Becoming more mindful of true colour.” Haller, K. (2019) I would also like to keep an eye out for colour palettes I come across in everyday life.  Whether it is from a photograph or by simply catching my eye whilst walking down the street. “Colour is very subjective, it is different for every person, every surface, shape and under changing lighting conditions this makes colour mysterious and everchanging” Hawkins, A. (2017)
[image: Hella Jongerius Woven Cosmos | Bpigs]

Fig 2. Woven Window





The processes I plan to use to create my final outcomes are screen printing, laser cutting, and potentially some hand embroidery to add a three dimensional element to my work. The materials I aim to work with include natural fibres such as cotton and linen. I will use paper for the laser cutting, and embroidery threads.
I have chosen to print my final prints onto natural fibres such as cotton and linen. These materials feel much more natural and the texture of these fabrics feel more comfortable to wear. Both materials are also much more sustainable for the environment because they are plant based fibres. This means they are more durable and less likely to break because of their longer fibres. They are considered quite luxurious, with their tightly woven structure making them much stronger in the long term.
In the future, I could see myself selling bespoke prints or wall art designs, where clients have preferably told me how they world like the prints to look. Just like in my major project, I would like to create seasonal artwork for celebrations such as Christmas, Valentine's Day, Easter, and Halloween. I also intend to design timeless prints that can be displayed all year round. I love the idea of my designs being given as gifts during special times of the year, and I hope some of my work will be displayed in family homes to bring happiness to people each day.
The type of designer, I aspire to become is someone who creates handmade crafts in a small studio, based within my house. Ideally, I would love to receive orders from clients using an online platform - like how Etsy works. My dream is to work from the comfort of my own home, where I feel most at ease.
When considering the style of my artwork, my illustrations can appear delicate and subtle due to my use of fine lined motifs. However, my prints can appear much more graphic, loud and bold. This shows I can easily adapt using different mediums. My work often appears busy, which I feel is due to my use of plenty of motifs and my wide range of colours.
When creating my artwork, I would say my strength lies with illustrating my original motifs. I feel I can generate ideas easily. Now that I have developed my own drawing style it has given me much more confidence when coming up with new ideas. As an individual, I am not afraid to experiment with new processes and methods. I like the excitement of not knowing how the outcome will look. I thoroughly enjoy hand paper cutting due to how the small abstract shapes create delicate and intricate imagery. When I am in the print room, I love to use a variety of techniques such as screen printing, collagraph, lino, and risograph. However, I feel most confident when I am Lino printing.
If I was to question who I am as a person, I would say that I am quite introverted. However, when I am surrounded by the people I love, my confidence grows because I am then in my comfort zone. However, I dislike being in situations which are out of my control. This could be demonstrated throughout my narrative for my major project. Just like plants we as humans tend to grow when we are around others and similarly plants usually grow in abundance.
I believe my weaknesses tend to show when I am preparing a screen ready to screen print. However, once I get past this stage, I feel much more confident again when using the screen printing mediums to print my designs. I really enjoy risograph printing, but I feel this process is only suitable for certain projects, due to the colours being too vibrant.
In the future, when I establish my own business, I would like to be involved in every aspect of the design process. As a designer, I truly enjoy every element of creating my artwork. I see myself not just as a designer but as a natural maker as well. I know that growing my own business will take time and energy. I will need to consider who my clients will be, how I will promote my business, what price range to set my products at, and how much the materials and mediums will cost me.
Two artists I plan to research more in depth are Rob Ryan and Tord Boontje. While their artworks share many similarities, there are lots of key differences that set them apart from each other. Both artists are inspired by the natural world, featuring plenty of botanicals. Their works often picture delicate florals intertwining. Both artists celebrate how beautiful the natural world is in their own unique ways. “All we can do is live from day to day” GoodReads (2024.) Ryan and Boontje designs both withhold powerful narrative behind them. “I know that I have people who can hold me and reassure me and talk to me and care for me” GoodReads (2024)	Comment by Kate Coode: Could that be a source of colour as well as your developing theme?
From looking at the similarities between these two artists, I can see that both artists choose their colour palettes by looking at natural scenery to gather inspiration. I think if I was to gather colour choices from natural scenes this will make my work look a lot more realistic.
The differences I can infer between these two artists are that Tord Boontje creates sculptures that involve light. Boontje uses a single colour to create his artwork, whereas Rob Ryan typically works with a two colour palette. Rob Ryan is known for creating paper cut imagery that incorporates a phrase which is often sentimental or humorous.
[image: Harriet Popham – PRIOR SHOP]Many printmakers use paper such as Cotton Rag or Japanese Paper for interior designs. These papers are more durable and have a higher quality. They also have a matte finish, which prevents any glare.



Fig 3. ‘She Grows’ Risograph Print





I would love for my artwork to allow me to work more independently, so I can feel more in control of the outcomes of my designs. I have always had a passion for interior design and wall art, so I feel that by working on something I am passionate about will motivate me to create some of my best artwork.
I also believe that creating designs with a strong narrative behind them will spark inspiration and help me produce some beautiful work. I believe that this process will guide me towards having future ideas for what I want to create and sell.
Currently, I am struggling to picture what type of artwork I would like to be selling independently to customers. I would love to design something meaningful and something that could be treasured by the purchaser.
Tord Boontje and Rob Ryan both share similar inspirations when creating their artwork - nature, folk traditions, and strong narratives. I would like to incorporate some of these themes throughout my own work for this project. I love the idea of my work telling a story, and I would like to immerse myself in the natural world to gather my primary research.
Top of Form
Bottom of Form


[image: Can We? Shall We?' Forest Green Lasercut - Rob Ryan]


Fig 4. ‘Can We? Shall We?’ Forest Green Laser Cut







I am heavily inspired by the organisation - St. Jude's printmakers, and one artist whose work stands out to me is Matt Underwood. His inspiration comes from the natural world, and he creates imagery through abstract shapes and bold colours.
[image: Matt Underwood woodblock prints and paintings]


Fig 5. Song Thrush






[image: Moonlit Garden | Angie Lewin]I am also drawn to Angie Lawen’s Lino and Screen Printing style. All her artwork is inspired by the great outdoors. She captures these scenes through her extensive use of pastel colours, rich tones and soft gradients. I love the fluidity within her work, which gives the plants a sense of movement. Her use of strong outlines is another key element that makes the motifs stand out and come to the forefront.



Fig 6. Moonlit Garden



Mabel and Fox are a small business that has grown into a successful children’s brand. The brand produces items such as wall art, changing mats, blankets, and much more. The brand is heavily influenced by minimalistic designs, neutral tones, soft textures, and clean lines. I can infer the brand is deeply inspired by nature, due to its use of floral imagery.
Another homeware, child friendly brand that I can take inspiration from is Eleanor Bowmer. The designer behind the brand creates bold, vibrant prints that have all been originally hand illustrated. The brand's purpose is to uplift people by creating prints that brighten their homes and create a positive atmosphere every day.
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Fig 7. Knapweed Giclée, (Mummy and Bear, 2026)
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