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MODULE HANDBOOK
Module aims

‘Medieval Europe’ is designed to cover broad periods of history, and to demonstrate change across time. It aims:

· To inform students of the main themes and aspects of Medieval European history between 800 and 1453;
· To enable students to understand and evaluate various developments in Medieval Europe over a broad chronological period;
· To enable students to understand and apply concepts of change and continuity, similarity and difference to aspects of Medieval European History between 800 and 1453. 
Module objectives

The module examines the political, social and military history of Western Europe between the coronation of Charlemagne in 800 and the end of the wars between France and England in 1453. This was a period of great change, as great powers of Empire, Scandinavian expansion and settlement, conquest, population growth, famine, plague, warfare and concepts of ‘nationhood’ defined medieval Europe. This was a time when new social bonds were forged; when monarchs established new ways of governing; when the hierarchy of the Church was transformed by the emergence of a papal monarchy; when monasticism and heresy flourished. It was an era of energetic building - of castles, cathedrals and monasteries, and one of conflict between major military powers. The emphasis on this module is on the political, social and military development of Europe, and its main objectives are to analyze the forces which influenced and transformed it.
Learning outcomes
By the end of this module students should be able to:  
· Demonstrate a broad knowledge and understanding of European History from the reign of Charlemagne to the end of the Hundred Years war;

· Demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of political and economic change and continuity in Europe from the reign of Charlemagne to the end of the Hundred Years war;

· Demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of the extensive social and cultural changes and developments that occurred in Europe between 800 and 1453;  

· Demonstrate a critical understanding of the relevant historiographical arguments and debates underpinning our interpretation of this period in European history;  

Help and advice

The module tutor for ‘Medieval Europe’ is Dr Andrew Abram. If there are any questions please do not hesitate to ask me either after a session or contact me via email (a.abram@tsd.ac.uk). Alternatively, details of my office hours are posted on my door, and generally I am available to see you unless I am otherwise engaged. If you cannot find me you can make an appointment to see me with School Office.
Assessment

Course work
(50%)

One essay of 2500 words 

Examination
(50%)

One two hour exam paper

Level Five marking criteria
The following information is drawn from the Department’s Level Five Handbook, and is included here as a reminder of the criteria we use for marking different types of assignment.

Level 5 essay 
· Display a broad knowledge of the subject: 20%

· Engage critically with the question, avoiding description: 40%

· Show clear familiarity with the historiography and source materials where appropriate: 10%

· Write with structure, clarity and good grammar: 20%

· Follow established scholarly conventions on referencing and bibliography: 10%

Level 5 examination question

· Display a broad knowledge of the subject: 20%

· Engage critically with the question, avoiding description: 50%

· Show clear familiarity with the historiography and/or source materials where appropriate: 10%

· Write with structure, clarity and good grammar: 20%

Level 5 commentary (on a document, picture, source of some sort)

· Consider and understand the basic provenance of the source/ document: 10%

· Show familiarity with wider conceptual questions regarding source material and survival: 10%

· Clearly position the source/document within a wider historical context: 25%

· Critically evaluate the meaning and significance of source/ document: 25%

· Make effective use of the relevant historiography, where appropriate: 10%

· Write with structure, clarity and good grammar: 20%

ESSAY QUESTIONS

1 According to Einhard’s Life of Charlemagne , the emperor ‘cherished with the greatest fervour and devotion the principles of the Christian religion’. Discuss.
2 ‘789. King Breohtric took the daughter of Offa, Ædburge, to wife. And in his days there came for the first time three ships of Northmen from Hordaland’ (Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, E Text). Assess the political and military impact of the Scandinavian arrival in England.  
3 Account for the development of the Normans as a warlike and religious people.

4 Analyze the reasons for the emergence of kingdoms and territorial principalities in Western Europe between 900 and 1200. 

5 To what extent were peasants integral to the agricultural developments of the eleventh and twelfth centuries? 

6 Discuss the problems encountered between Emperor Henry III and the papacy in 1048.
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SESSIONS
Introduction 

Europe in 800
The World of the Franks – Charlemagne and Empire
Anglo-Saxon England
Mercia: an Anglo-Saxon kingdom 

A Mercian Empire?
Scandinavia and the Vikings 
Northern Europe and the Scandinavian world

Viking expansion, warfare, culture and trade 
The Normans I
Rollo and the ‘men of the north’

‘An untameable race’: the dukes of Normandy and the development of power

The Normans II
Normans, Anglo-Normans and territorial expansion

The Normans and the First Crusade
Accelerated growth: population, agriculture and social bonds
Emperors and kings

Knights and the social order

Peasants and the rural economy

Papacy and Empire
Popes and emperors: political authority in Western Europe
Innocent III: the papacy triumphant

Religious renewal and reform, 1000-1250
The Gregorian Reform movement

Background to the Crusades

Heresy and the Albigensian Crusade
Monasticism in the medieval West  
The New Monastic Orders: Cistercians, Savigny and others

The Military Orders

The rise of the Friars
The Hundred Years War
‘Our Just Quarrel’: the causes of The Hundred Years War 

Warfare in fourteenth-century Europe

English military victories and decline 
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Davies, R. R, A History of Medieval Europe: From Constantine to Saint Louis (2005).

Holmes, G., Europe: Hierarchy and Revolt, 1320-1450 (2000)
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Southern, R. W, The Making of the Middle Ages (1993).
Recommended

Bartlett, Robert, The Making of Europe: Conquest, Colonization and Cultural Change
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____________, The Transformation of Europe, 1300-1600 (1999).

Power, Daniel, The Norman Frontier in the Twelfth and Early Thirteenth Centuries (Cambridge UP, 2008).
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The Vikings
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Anglo-Saxon England 
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