The Influence of Ancient Egyptian Art on Modernism

This essay will be looking at the history of ancient art in Egypt, the symbolism, and representations of Egyptian art. And to depict the connections of the ancient Egyptian art to the modern art world, to see the connections and influence elements of ancient art has had in modernized day artwork. This essay will look at the influence that Ancient Egyptian art has had on the art deco world and how the rediscovery of Tutankhamun created a new uproar of interest in ancient art in the art deco world. This essay will also look at how Ancient Egyptian symbols and art are used in modern day tattooing and where tattoos started in Egypt. In this essay I will also be look at artists relevant to the art deco movement and who were influenced by the Ancient Egyptian art which inspired some of their work. 
Ancient Egyptian art is known globally for its powerful and symbolic meaning around art. Some of these well-known ancient arts from Egypt are amulets and the symbolic eye of Horus. Amulets are objects that are believed to have magic powers, powers were usually decided by the shape, colour, material, or inscription on the object. Then placed on their owner to transfer powers. Some Amulets had a loop or hole which was then able to create a necklace with the amulets that the owner could then wear around their neck. Other forms of the amulets were also rings, and they could also be placed on mummies usually wrapped up between bandages. The use of these amulets can be dated back through all ancient Egyptian times. Often these amulets carried more than one symbolic meaning or power. 
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Title: Cobra Amulet.  
Period: Third Intermediate Period–Late Period
Date: 1070–332 B.C.
Geography: From Egypt
Medium: Faience
Dimensions: H. 3.6 × W. 1.3 × D. 2.8 cm (1 7/16 × 1/2 × 1 1/8 in.)
Credit Line: Gift of J. Pierpont Morgan, 1917Accession Number: 17.194.2436.                                                                                      



Tattooing 

Eye of Horus was a powerful symbol that represented protection, health, and restoration. According to Egyptian mythology, the god of the sky, lost an eye whilst in a battle with Seth. However, the eye was magically healed and restored by Hathor, the goddess of love and beauty. This act of restoration became a symbol of wholeness and healing. As a result, the Eye of Horus was frequently used in amulets for its protective and healing properties
Ancient Egyptian tattoos
In 2005 a mummy was found, so well preserved there was evidence of tattoos and other markings on her skin. Evidence off tattooing in ancient Egyptian times are little, but there are traces to believe symbolic tattooing was present in these times primarily used on women. The first decent examples of tattoos trace back to  2000 BC mummies of women were found with marks of dots and dashes.
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 Hieroglyphics, the sphinx, and the phoenix are commonly incorporated into tattoo designs of modern-day tattooing. along with depictions of gods, goddesses, and pharaohs. These designs beautifully capture the essence of Egyptian artwork and can be tattooed in a traditional style or customized to create a unique piece.
many ancient Egyptian symbols have made their way into the world of tattoo art, From well-known symbols like the Ankh and Eye of Horus to depictions of seated gods, sacred animals, and magical instruments. Hieroglyphic tattoos can hold various meanings, such as protection, power, and everlasting good fortune. In ancient Egypt, hieroglyphics were used to bless or curse tombs and sacred buildings. Some people prefer to tattoo individual symbols like the scarab, while others go for larger texts that cover parts of their body. Each hieroglyphic carries its own significance. For example, the sun symbol represents the passage of time, while the Ankh represents eternal life. these ancient symbols continue to hold meaning and inspire people today.

 Art Deco

Art Deco took inspiration from a diverse range of sources. It incorporated the rustic tribal designs of Africa, the chic elegance of Paris, the geometric patterns of ancient Greek and Roman architecture, the symbolic representations of ancient Egypt, and the pyramid structures. This design style embraced elements from motifs of Tutankhamun's tomb, which captivated the world when it was discovered in 1922, as well as the avant-garde art movements like Fauvism, Cubism, and Bauhaus. It is fascinating how Art Deco combined these influences into a unique and visually striking aesthetic. Art deco had many influences, ancient Egyptian art was one that many were drawn to, the discovery of Tutankhamun created large interest in the ancient art. Ancient Egypt has always had this captivating allure for artists and designers. It is like a timeless source of inspiration that keeps popping up in different art movements, from the Regency era in England to the time of Napoleon in France. But there was something truly extraordinary about this discovery. It was the first time they found an entire royal tomb, untouched and filled with priceless treasures. This discovery reignited people's fascination with ancient Egypt, and it even influenced the Art Deco style that emerged afterwards.
An iconic example of Art deco inspired by ancient Egyptian art is the Chrysler building in New York.With a lobby lined in a yellow, amber coloured marble, with intricate metallic fixtures, and a lift with doors designed based on the Egyptian papyrus flower. Another well-known building in London called the Hoover building gives likeness to Ancient Egyptian art with their geometric sunbursts. 
 
Artist Romain de Tirtoff known as Erté was influenced by the ancient Egyptian art, Erté got into jewellery-making in 1979 with the Circle of Fine Art,They worked together on 328 unique designs, Erté had inspiration from all things like the sea, animals, birds, and the Ancient Egyptian culture. He made different collections with names like "Fantasy," "La Mer," "Tempest," and "The Nile," and each one had rings, earrings, and pendants. His last "Art to Wear" creations were gold numerals.

 Starting from the 1970s, Erté found a way to share his artwork with even more people. He reproduced many of his gouache paintings as serigraphs and lithographs. This allowed his work to reach a wider audience and bring his designs to life in a different form. In 1980, he took it a step further and created a series of bronze sculptures inspired by his characters and costumes. Erté believed that these sculptures gave him a unique way to express his ideas beyond the stage or paper. His goal was for these sculptures to be seen as beautiful and desirable objects.
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[bookmark: _Int_zUyAKV7Y]Erté, Cold Painted Bronze Sculpture: “Ready for the Ball,” late 20th century.
 (“Sold Price: ERTÉ COLD PAINTED BRONZE SCULPTURE: READY FOR THE BALL LATE ...”)












Conclusion
Ancient Egyptian art has had a profound influence on modernism, connecting the rich history and symbolism of Egyptian art to the contemporary art world. The rediscovery of Tutankhamun's tomb in the early 20th century sparked a renewed interest in ancient art, particularly in the art deco movement. The iconic symbols and representations of ancient Egyptian art, such as the amulets and the eye of Horus, continue to inspire and be incorporated into modern-day artwork, including tattooing. These ancient symbols hold deep meaning and power, transcending time and cultures. The use of amulets, with their various shapes, colours, materials, and inscriptions, exemplifies the belief in their magical properties and their significance in ancient Egyptian society. Through the influence of ancient Egyptian art, we can witness the enduring connection between the past and the present in the world which can be seen through various artist that have been inspired by the ancient work. And various buildings that stand today and are inspired by Egyptian patterns and symbols. I think that Ancient egyptian art work and symbols will continue to travel with us through time and generations of people and continue to be used in creative ways.
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