Legal Process




Legal Process


Table of Contents
Introduction	3
The Definition of Juries	4
Who makes up a jury?	4
In which court do juries sit?	4
Problems with the jury selection process	5
Discussion of those who are disqualified for jury service	6
Miscarriages of justice because of jury trial	7
Requirement of abolishing juries to fix the backlog of cases faced by the courts	8
Conclusion	9
References	10




[bookmark: _Toc108046977]Introduction 
The jury has been a part of the English legal system for a long time ago and has been considered an essential part of deciding if a victim is guilty or not. Moreover, the UK jurisdictions have been differentiated into three parts but all three of the jurisdictions have a similarity which is the involvement of a jury within their legal systems. The following assignment will shed light on the given topic, where a thorough discussion will be carried out on whether the jury trials in England and Wales should be eradicated or not. 


[bookmark: _Toc108046978]The Definition of Juries
A jury refers to a group of individuals chosen for listening to all the facts and information of the trial in a courtroom. In addition to that, they are generally summoned for criminal trials in the Crown Court to determine if the person committing the crime is guilty or not by listening to provided evidence and facts. 
[bookmark: _Toc108046979]Who makes up a jury?
The jury members are generally selected through a survey process by electing random qualified voters from the district and assessing if they are worthy of sitting in a courtroom and making judgements. Henceforth, these persons are randomly selected by the electoral register and sent a post to the person for attending the criminal trial along with 12 different individuals (Taylor and Tarrant, 2019). 
[bookmark: _Toc108046980]In which court do juries sit?
The jury has been a significant part of the English legal system for many years and takes part in almost all of the courts within the UK. Except for the magistrate court where minor problems are dealt with, juries sit in all of the major courts like the Crown Court, High Court, County Court, as well as Coroner's Court (Kalven, 2022).


[bookmark: _Toc108046981]Problems with the jury selection process
The process of selecting jurors for a criminal trial is pretty random and based on certain criteria the UK electoral register elects elect jury members and summons them for the trial. In some cases, when a lawyer finds that one of the jury members is incapable or is unable to make any impartial decision on the verdict, then a 'for cause' gets raised. Moreover, in these cases, that member gets immediately taken out from the jury and the judge then tries to continue the trial in the absence of that member. Furthermore, the jury selection system is generally done based on selecting random individuals as a juror who are worthy of being a part of the jury. This process of selection may sometimes become unreliable because not every individual that falls into the criteria of jury selection is not worthy enough to place their judgements. Moreover, in many cases, the juror fails to comprehend the facts from a neutral perspective and provides with bias judgements by observing the case from a single perspective. Such a situation gives rise to wrongful conviction where the guilty person may showcase as innocent and the innocent becomes gets wrongfully convicted (Trevelyan, 2022). 



[bookmark: _Toc108046982]Discussion of those who are disqualified for jury service
The jury process generally includes twelve people. The person needs to be between 18 to 70 years old. They need to be on the electoral roll and the people who are registered to vote in the UK. If the person is not a resident of the UK, then he will not be able to participate in the jury service (Rose et al., 2018). Thus, if the person is not a resident of the UK for the timeframe of 5 years since the age of 13. The name is finalised by the jury central summons which is the central board of selecting the juries. Thus, the procedure is basically uncomplicated. If the person has committed a crime earlier then he is disqualified from the process (Lynch and Haney, 2018). The person having any mental disorder is cancelled from the list of the jury process. Thus, in the case the person is in a criminal offence then he will not be selected for the jury function. When any person is sent to imprisonment for any major crime, he will be disqualified in the selection process. Otherwise, if the person has received a suspended sentence, then he is rejected in the selection process. Thus, the persons who have been suspended for community protection are disqualified from the jury process. Therefore, if the person is in the hospital for some consequences, then he will be rejected in the jury process. If the person regularly visits the doctor for his mental condition and is having a guardian under the mental health act then the person is disqualified for the process. The cases where the person is profoundly deaf and suffering from any chronic illness are disqualified in the selection process. Thus, if any person defers his jury service, then he is supposed to come back within 12 months of the jury procedure. For example, if the person is on a pre-approved holiday, then he needs to re-join the process within the time frame. 


[bookmark: _Toc108046983]Miscarriages of justice because of jury trial
The miscarriages of justice mean that any person is punished for not committing the crime. Thus, the person may be accused but he is not actually involved in the process (Fan and Zhang, 2020). This is also defined as a wrongful conviction. Sometimes, it may happen that the person is not charged for the crime which is committed by him. This case also falls under the miscarriage of justice. Due to this reason, innocent people are punished in the jury process. Thus, the person is released and gets financial benefits from the concerned department. Miscarriage of justice is thus an error in executing the process. 


[bookmark: _Toc108046984]Requirement of abolishing juries to fix the backlog of cases faced by the courts
Due to excessive backlogs in the UK judicial system, the backlogs in the courts have reached an ultimate level. Thus, the defendants, witnesses and victims are left with no justice for years. During the outbreak of the pandemic, the courts were closed for a certain timeframe. Thus, there were many cases where the cases were delayed. Thus, cases were divided into three sections. The first priority related the custody cases deals with extension in custody limits, terrorism applications and other civil applications (Orct, 2022). This falls under the Coronavirus Act 2020 where these cases are looked upon and solved immediately. The second priority was the public health issues due to covid-19.  The left-over cases were the last priority in the judicial system. Moreover, the rate of criminal cases increased during the pandemic. The number of cases was huge and the number of judges available in a day was limited. Due to jury introduction in some of the cases, they extended for a longer tenure. Thus, other victims were delayed getting justice (Mulcahy, Rowden and Teeder, 2020). This reduced the number of solved cases in the nation. Sometimes the jurors are more emotional than practical. The jury does not consider an individual possessing past criminal records or accusers of heinous crimes. Some of them get swayed through personal emotions. Thus, cases are not solved on the basis of facts and evidence (Purewal, 2022). The role of the jury is to provide suggestions to the judge. They do not make the final decision, but rather make a case complicated. Moreover, the cases led by the jury are stretched for a longer period. Thus, it can be mentioned if the jury dealing cases are reduced, more people will be able to get justice. The judgment provided by the jury is often unpredictable. They gather personal records and limited evidence; thus, making a judgement on the same. They may also miss the important aspects of a case and encourage a judge to provide a wrong judgement.


[bookmark: _Toc108046985]Conclusion
The jury has traditionally been seen as a crucial component in determining whether or not a victim is guilty in the English judicial system. Additionally, the three distinct UK jurisdictions have one thing in common: each of them uses juries as part of their legal systems. The subsequent assignment has thrown light on the subject by conducting a detailed debate on whether jury trials in England and Wales need to be abolished or not. In order to address the same, it has incorporated various questions. Details on a jury, its members and the areas of their availability have been highlighted. It has further highlighted the issues faced by the jury selection methods. Details on the individuals have been provided who have been disqualified from the jury services. The reasons, as well as consequences related to the same, have also been highlighted. The assignment has further highlighted the miscarriages of justice due to jury trials and the requirement of abolishing juries to fix the backlog of cases. 
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