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Introduction
This essay will cover the definition of multi-agency working and what their purpose is. The history of multi-agency working will be covered and what multi agency is to date. The responsibilities of each organisation roles will be broken down to identify what they do to safeguard children, young children and adults in a family setting and what impact it has on individuals and each organisations mentioned. A critical analyst on the advantages and disadvantages will be covered too. Finally, will be a conclusion going into detail on the thoughts on multi-agency working in the UK.

Multi – Agency Working
To meet the needs of children, young people, their parent of carers, multi – agency working is effective when different agencies, healthcare professionals and services work together to meet their needs.  These different agencies need to be completely clear on not only their roles but also the role of the other agencies too. Having respect to other roles too is important to enable a multi-agency to work successful and result in the best outcome for children and families (Gillen, 2011, p.4). To help secure improvement and support in children and families lives, multi – agency working is an effective way (Gov.Uk. 2005). This is possible when professionals collaborate together to help the most vulnerable children and families. The Minister of children and early years in Scotland stated that the needs of families and children needs to be focussed and personalised. In order for this to happen agencies must work better together as a team (Connelly et al, 2013, p.1). For different reasons, different levels of professional engagement and different models these agencies come together to make appreciate decisions (Atkinson, 2002, p.2). A sense of belonging is achieved when these agencies work together so that an individual feel purposeful and valued. Multi-agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) is a model which is used by these different healthcare professionals. There are three common principles which make up MASH and they are join decision making, coordinated interventions and better quality information sharing with key professionals to facilitate safeguarding vulnerable children and young people better (Lord et al., 2008). Mash team is made up of a number of professionals children’s services, health, education, police, probation, housing, early intervention and prevention service, youth offending and victim support. Children and young people would be referred to the MASH team if the child may be at risk of neglect, abuse, child sexual abuse or exploitation so that the child can be safeguarded and be safe. Schools may be worried about a child attendance or behaviour. A child health or constant missed appointments with health care professionals can be a concern to MASH and finally if the child is a young offender. However, the child may be referred to the team the outcome is to make a positive difference (Waltham Forest Gov UK, 2021). With all these service working together the best decisions should be made for the child and young person. 
History of multi-agency working
To reduce poverty in the UK, health and social services have been working together from the mid nineteenth century. Once Margret Thatcher because the prime minister of the UK is when the multi – agency partnership came in to affect in the 1980s. A statutory requirement was made in The Children Act 1989 that joint working is necessary to assist vulnerable children and young people. Voluntary. private and public organisations collaborated together. This didn’t go to well and things needed to changed and improved. The different services and agencies was unclear who was accountable and responsible for role they should be doing, along with lack of important information being shared between them. Work was being duplicated such as the assessments to identify the needs the individuals needed. The was poor co- ordination and passing on work which was not being looked at and all in all inconsistency. What was needed for the agencies needed to be strengthened and this was set in the Children Act 2004 (Cheminais, 2009). In 2011 BBC Panorama discover a terrible series of abuse in a private hospital near Bristol which was called Winterbourne. It was stated many of the agencies that had some involvement in the victims lives with held a lot of information. If these agencies work together and disclosed and shared this information amongst the relevant agencies regarding the victims, then this traumatic experience for the service users would have been brought to a stop a lot earlier (Samuel, 2012). This is an example of how multi – agency working is not effective and things needed to change. Adult safeguarding has only recently become a statutory requirement In the Care Act 2014 for local authorities (Norrie et al., 2016).
Responsibilities 
There are responsibilities that each organisation within the local authority to ensure that multi – agency working is effective to safeguard children, young people and adults. They all play a role to ensure individuals are protected from any forms of harm. Its important that they are all trained in the roles and have the ability to look out for early warning signs to ensure that if anyone is a risk of harm, it can be stopped straight away. These organisations and agencies need to work in a team not only within the organisation they work in but also across the other agencies and organisations too.  Each person working in the organisations need to work to the best of there abilities not cutting corners and ensuring that their work is complete and shared with the relevant teams not leaving any crucial information out. This can be hard especially when the service user may not want there business passed to other professionals but decision need to made which has the best interest of the individual.
Schools
School’s duties to ensure safeguarding of children and their welfare in the UK is for all children to be able to go to school for free (Trix, 2021). 
Early Years and childcare 
Under the section 40 of the Children Act 2006 providers for early years and childcare have a duty to comply with welfare requirements. This means they need to be ware of any issues that are concerning in the child life. Care providers must include an explanation of what action they will take when safeguarding a child such a recognising abuse and neglect (Trix, 2021). 
Healthcare
Because the NHS is in good position to point out the welfare needs of individuals, they can provide support. Healthcare professionals need a good understanding of interacting with other agencies and organisations. Communication is a key factor because sharing information between children’s families is necessary. A major understanding of identifying risk factors is essential and assessing capacity and needs. Healthcare professions will need to support contributing to multi agency reviews and assessments. There are a lot of health care professionals, and they all need to be fully trained in the job roles (Trix, 2021). 
Police 
Under the Children Act 2004 they have a duty to safeguard children. All police officers including police community support officer should be competent and fully trained in their job role detect child at risk from early and to protect them from any forms of harm. Not only should police protect children from harm but they should but they should be aware of any crime or incidents around the child whether it domestic abuse to a child or within the child household. This information should be held and willing to share with other services, agencies or organisations when there is a situation where a child needs safeguarding. When emergency situation happen, the police can help by removing the child. Under the section 46 of the Children Act 1989 if a child is at risk of significant harm the police have the authority to take the child and put them in appropriate accommodation. If for any reason the child needs to be kept in a police station the child needs are met (Trix, 2021). 
Adult Social Care 
A child carer or parent should receive support from local authorities if their child is in need. If adult with children have a drug or alcohol addiction, suffer with mental health or in violent/abuse relationship, children could be a harm and they need protecting. To ensure there is a good joint working approach, children social care and adult social care should liase between one another and the reelevate assessments should be carried out (Trix, 2021). 
Housing 
Part of the Housing Act 2004 housing and homeless services within the local authorities have first-hand in witnessing any potential health and safety hazards or anyone vulnerable individuals. Appropriate decisions on any actions such as re-housing or improvements in the condition of the accommodation from the landlord should be done (Trix, 2021). 
Transport police 
Is to protect individuals who use any form of public transport. Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is an important role and help with any children that may run away, be involved in criminal activity and children that are not attending school (Trix, 2021). 
Prison Service 
The prison service has an obligation to distinguish prisoners who have been convicted or has the potential ‘persons posing a risk to children’ (PPRC) via an assessment it identify whether the PPRC continues to be a risk after a sentence. By monitoring the offenders communication such as phone calls and letters can also identify of prisoner can also be a way of protecting child. The prison service should advise the local authority children social care services about the prisoner and also advise them of their realise date and release address. The police and the probation provider should be aware of the offender realise date and release address too. To restrict the offenders contact with a children can be done via an multi-agency risk assessment and this should be completed by the police, probation service provider and prison service including any information each of them have. This best interest of the children will be the end result (Trix, 2021). 
Probation Service 
Probation officer’s duty is to work with adult’s offenders when they are transitioning back into the community and prisoners that have been released. This to help reduce them from reoffending. When release probation officer will ask if they are in contact with any children at the earliest opportunity so that any children can be safeguarded. A risk management plan should be developed to lessen any risk of harm to children and this should be shared ith other agencies and organisations. (Trix, 2021). 
Children’s Homes 
The children’s home regulations including the Quality Standards is vital to an children’s homes. Staff members need to always assess the children and protect them and manage any identified risks on a day to day basis. This is the registered persons responsibility. It is important that procedures are put in place so that no child goes missing from their care and take any necessary action if they do go missing. Working along side local safeguarding authorities will ensure the individual children needs are met (Trix, 2021). 
Disadvantages of Multi – Agency Working
Communication barriers can have a major impact on multi agency working and the main barrier is confusions on what information can be shared amongst the different organisations and professionals. May professionals believes that practitioners withheld information to often believing that sharing certain information would be more of a risk than it is. This concern needs to be improved (Home office, 2014). Samuel, 2012 stated that confidentiality has been noticed as being a disadvantaged if personal information was not dealt with the correct way. Because there is so many organisations that have to liaise with one another and there is not a secure system to share documents. This can lead to confidential paperwork to be left out and may be read my someone that should not access it. This leads to not only breaking trust with of the service users but desecration of the data protection act. 
Disagreement can happen between the agencies and organisations simply because they just don’t work the same and may different aspirations, standards and ideas, resulting in (the not working together but actually against one another. (Samuel, 2012).
Advantages of Multi – Agency Working
In regards to protecting vulnerable adults and children from abuse and harm, Multi agency working is exceptionally successful (Samuel, 2012).
Conclusion 
Multi- agency working is needed in the healthcare profession to safeguard individuals. On organisation can no do it alone because all organisations hold different information and do different roles. With some improvements over the years multi- agency working is known to be very effective but is this the case? Like the Winterbourne case back in 2011 and many cases of sexual abuse, neglect and abuse in care homes over the last year, it is obvious to see that that vulnerable people are still being targeted and not being noticed. This contradicts Samuel, 2012 statement that multi- agency working protects vulnerable adults and children. Unfortunately, not every organisation has the same moral and work ethics, which means on organisation could be working to their best ability to protect and individual and one person within an organisation may fail the organisation which could result in someone getting seriously hurt. There needs to be some form of secure database that can be used between all the different agencies and organisations to protect confidentiality of any individual. There some serious cases and if it gets into the hands of someone it shouldn’t then it could end up in the media which can then lead the individual to loose trust and this is not what multi – agency working is about.
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