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Section A
Introduction 
Swansea's economic history has evolved through a pattern of industrialism and de-industrialisation. The industry was once an internationally recognised producer of copper and subsequently, much of the economic activity in the area was around heavy industry providing jobs and constructing the urban fabric. The decline of these industries resulted in derelict properties and environmental degradation, along with long-standing inequality between socio-economic groups. Evidence from studies on regeneration in similar locations show that the industrial contraction has left many communities with weakened economies and long-term deprivation (Roberts & Sykes, 2000). The legacy of the industrial past of the Lower Swansea Valley has taken decades of investment and remediation to achieve a level of recovery from previous industrial destruction.
Swansea today has transitioned into a predominantly service-based economy, with Education, Health, Retail, and Tourism as the main areas of employment. Statistics from the ISA Scoping Report show an increasing concentration of employees in the public services, hospitality and retail sectors and low representation of employees working in high wage sectors (Section 3C.9).
While average income and productivity for Swansea are lower than Wales, the ISA Scoping Report shows several wards in the top 10% of deprivation in the country, including the Townhill and Penderry areas, and parts of the city centre. Thus, the continuation of these disparities is evidence that the regeneration benefits do not always reach the broader community of Swansea.
Although the recent redevelopment and revitalisation of Swansea’s city centre and waterfront have increased investment in those areas, these areas still have lower levels of economic opportunity when compared to areas within Swansea that have not benefited from these projects. Through a study on urban transition, it has been found that regeneration can unintentionally recreate the same weaknesses that are attempted to be corrected due to the prioritising of profitability or the "bottom line" over supporting communities [Geva & Rosen 2021]. Swansea is an example of this issue; however, it is not as blatant. Physical improvement has occurred alongside social inequity. The opportunity exists to create regeneration strategies that will support existing residents versus exporting them.
The growth of tourism, expansion of universities, and investment in culture have helped sustain a more diversified and resilient economy in Swansea. However, there continue to be spatial inequities, where coastal areas develop more than upland estates, illustrating that cities will generally experience repeating cycles of inequitable development unless the regeneration process breaks from the past or identified trends in urban renewal (Zhang & Fang 2004). Thus, Swansea has a unique challenge, as it must modernise both its infrastructure and economy while correcting long-standing geographic and social imbalances.
Existing Assets, Structures, and Economic Character
A sizable number of assets are part of Swansea’s current identity. Swansea University, which employs thousands of people, has become a large contributor to innovation and employment by providing research support for local businesses. The ISA Scoping Report outlines the importance of the Higher Education Sector, the visitor economy, and the public sector to local economy stability (Section 3C.6 and 3C.11).
The new arena, SA1 Waterfront District and investments in digital infrastructure will provide a means of enhancing economic diversification. Swansea's Natural Environment will continue to be one of the city's greatest resources. In the United Kingdom, the first area of outstanding natural beauty is The Gower Peninsula, in South Wales, which is one of a number of landscapes and habitats that has been discussed in detail in Section 3A of ISA (Integrated Sustainability Appraisal).
The ecological assets of the city support species diversity, tourism opportunities for recreational activity and wellness for a sense of belonging within the city. The city's coastal edge forms an important part of the way the city identifies with itself, and it is key to attracting visitors and investment to the city.
The city centre of Swansea is both a challenge and an opportunity. The city centre has valuable historical, cultural and commercial places. The decline of retail and the shift in purchasing behaviours over the past 20-30 years have weakened the commercial role that the city centre has played, thus impacting the economy of the city centre. The Swansea City Centre Repurposing Strategy captures a new vision for the city centre that involves mixed-use developments, clustered employment, and better designed public spaces and residential opportunities to help restore vitality back into the city centre.
The move towards a new vision for the city centre is in alignment with many of the theories about regeneration that are established on the resilience of urban spaces where multiple functions exist as opposed to the outdated model of retail-based districts. The social structures within the city of Swansea are reflective of both vulnerable areas of social structures that exist alongside resilient structures (ISA. 2024, Sections 3B and 3C of the ISA).
The existence of income, health and education inequalities can create additional barriers to inclusive regeneration, however, in the City of Swansea there are very good community networks that provide the appropriate type of foundation for creating participative regeneration processes; also, research indicates that community based regeneration projects achieve the best success when the renewal project incorporates the local identity and local memories (Smith and Eisenstein, 2016).

Multiple stakeholders and interest groups have a hand in the regeneration of Swansea. Swansea City Council, along with the County Council of Swansea Council, is responsible for the development and delivery of a Comprehensive Strategic Plan for Swansea City. This plan includes statutory planning, regeneration programmes and local policy, which collectively shape the regeneration of Swansea City. Natural Resources Wales (NRW), as the Welsh Government's Strategic Planning Authority for springs and aquifers, provides advice to the Council and other organisations in relation to the protection of natural ecosystems and climate change, and promoting sustainable land use. Within the ISA Scoping Consultation Response (Appendix 1) there were numerous responses received which contained specific emphasis on safeguarding ecosystem resilience; enhancing biodiversity; delivering a response to climatic and natural emergencies.
Cadw is the Welsh Government's organisation responsible for the conservation of the Welsh heritage. Cadw's role in the development of heritage assets in Swansea has been emphasised through their requests for greater recognition within the ISA of the value of archaeological sites in Swansea to the Local Development Plan.
Public health information and considerations are incorporated into the Local Development Plan (LDP2), under the guidance of the Swansea Bay University Health Board. Community members, including those who have volunteered their time; cultural organisations and residents have an input into the evidence base for the LDP2, and are available to assist in the advocacy for issues relating to housing, provision of green space, promotion of the Welsh language, and neighbourhood issues. Contemporary research into regeneration indicates that community participation is a crucial component in the success of any regeneration project, rather than assuming the community will accept the changes being made as passive participants in the regenerated area (Levine & Aharon-Gutman, 2022). The existing social networks of Swansea provide an ideal environment for this type of community engagement and collaboration.
The private sector also has an important role in the economic success of the region and contributes to the development and establishment of the regeneration opportunities within Swansea. The private sector is also involved in creating community driven initiatives in relation to creating and enhancing large scale regeneration projects, therefore their interests must be carefully balanced with the interests of the community and with their environmental responsibility.
Local & Regional Development Strategy and their Impact
The development of Swansea's regeneration is guided by an integrated and coherent approach which incorporates both regional and local strategies. Swansea Local Development Plan 2 establishes a spatial framework for 2023-2038 that must incorporate an ISA, SEA, Welsh Language Impact Assessment, Equalities Impact Assessment and Health Impact Assessment. The ISA scoping report introduces this combined approach as needing to consider environmental, social/economic/cultural impact at all stages of creating the plan (ISA. 2024, Sections 1.1 - 1.7). 
The Statement indicates that development should contribute towards achieving de-carbonisation, increasing ecosystem resilience and developing sustainable land use. These responsibilities arise from broader Welsh legislation such as the Well-Being of Future Generations Act which sets pioneering standards for long term thinking, preventing harm and creating collaborative, integrated and community-based processes of public sector decision making.
The need for sustainable, inclusive regenerations is echoed in national and regional policy frameworks. Future Wales: National Plan 2040, Swansea Bay City Deal and Southwest Wales Area Statements identify climate change adaptation, active travel, habitat protection and digital infrastructure and creation of high value jobs as priorities moving forward. The ISA identifies each of these as having a direct relationship to the LDP2 as well as a common direction encouraging the development of low carbon, resilient and socially equitable initiatives (Sections 2.1 - 2.3).
Through these frameworks, regeneration of Swansea is seen not only in financial terms but also encompasses environmental stewardship, cultural well-being, health equity and vitalisation of the Welsh language.
Section 2
Environmental Regeneration
The natural and urban landscapes of the City of Swansea provide great potential opportunities for developing a connected, green corridor between the City Centre and the Waterfront and surrounding communities. The Integrated Sustainable Approach (ISA) has established ecosystem resilience and green infrastructure, as well as opportunities for increased woodland cover, biodiversity network establishment, and the creation of outdoor spaces for nature (ISA. 2024, Sections 3A.3 and 3A.7). ISA has identified a Green Corridor as a means to increase active travel; support the establishment of recreational spaces; and create additional pathways for wildlife habitat connectivity.
Examples of this type of project as evidenced in Regeneration Research, demonstrate that through community involvement in the planning, stewardship and management of the Corridor, it can become a true climate change mitigation measure and a vehicle for social benefit to the community. It can also serve as a model of sustainability through community food production, micro-forests, cultural events and wildlife and plant habitat creation; subsequently fostering responsible environmental stewardship and supporting LDP2.
Opportunities for Increasing Mobility
Housing conditions disparity issues, which are highlighted by the ISA, suggest the need for regeneration strategies that enable current residents to remain in their current neighbourhoods while accessing an improvement to their existing housing conditions. Evidence of pressure from affordability issues, housing tenure mismatches and varying levels of housing quality can be found in the Integrated Sustainability Assessment (ISA. 2024, Section 3B.3).  
An effective regeneration programme should focus on retrofitting older housing stock to improve energy efficiency, increase social and affordable housing supply and provide mixed-tenure development opportunities. These will create positive social and ecological outcomes.
Academic research has demonstrated that "Regeneration presents a compelling avenue for upward mobility" (Levine & Aharon-Gutman, 2022) because residents can attain improved housing, education and local employment opportunities through regeneration without experiencing displacement. A community-driven housing development model in Swansea would follow this principle by involving residents in the development of the project, establishing affordability safeguards and providing access to local services.
River Tawe-Based Innovation District
The diversification of Swansea's economy provides opportunities for a regeneration zone based on social innovation, circular economy businesses and low-carbon industries. Chapter 3C.6 and Section 3C.9 of the ISA lay out the emerging strengths of the Swansea Economy, specifically based on research, digital technology and enterprise that is effectively linked to the University Sector. The River Tawe Corridor is a great location for developing workspaces, Fab Labs, Green Manufacturing/Production Units and Community Enterprise Hubs because much of the land is currently undeveloped and it is close to the City Centre.
Research and theory have shown that urban regeneration in developing nations can create a stronger community by providing economic opportunity, while also creating a more socially responsible urban district. The proposed innovation district centred on the River Tawe is expected to incorporate training programs, apprenticeship programs, circular economy-based start-ups, and community-based facilities. The intention is to ensure that the benefit of the innovation district is rooted in the existing workforce and community in Swansea.
Conclusion
The Regeneration of Swansea must find a balance between economic renewal, environmental responsibility and social Equity. The transformation of Swansea, as an Industrial City with strong Natural Resources, and the legacy of Historic Inequality is the foundation for a Regeneration Strategy that is Inclusive, Sustainable and provides Long-Term Benefits for the Community of Swansea. The LDP2 in combination with the ISA and HRA will provide a robust framework to accomplish this goal and ensure that Swansea pursues regeneration that is both economically productive, socially just and ecologically sustainable.
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