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Introduction
A needs analysis undertaken in the city of Swansea, South Wales has identified that there are 7.8% of households where a lone parent with dependent children are residing (Swansea Council, 2017). This is the above the Wales average of 7.5%. Swansea Council, through the Office of National Statistics (ONS), estimated that the population of Swansea stood at approximately 245,000 in 2017, making it the second highest populated authority in Wales. 
This report will identify an area of need for the single parent family community, which will be considered in the Swansea locality. The need for consistent activities and learning opportunities to be undertaken as a family, is the topic this report will be focusing upon.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I am included as a figure in the single parent family statistics in Swansea, and therefore through my own personal experiences, I have decided to investigate an area where I feel that the lives of other single parent families could be improved. 
Issues 
As a lone parent myself, I have been subject to some overwhelming stresses and worries whilst trying to provide for my daughter. All families must pay bills, provide a home, food, clothing and sometimes deal with unexpected challenges in life. However, as a lone parent, there is nobody to lean on, no moral support, and therefore, these stresses can make the only quality time you have with your children be overshadowed with worry and helplessness. Not all single parent families may have financial worries, but they all have one thing in common; they are the main provider of everything for their children, which along with the usual means to survive, includes love, memories, bonding, developing interests and nurturing those, and providing examples of how to develop themselves as a person.
In 2016 it was reported that, 43% of children in single parent families in Wales lived in relative poverty (Wightwick, 2016).  A person deemed as living in relative poverty means that they cannot afford a basic lifestyle and are excluded from opportunities and activities that the average person is able to pursue and enjoy (Fullfact, 2018).
Elsewhere in the United Kingdom, Scotland are already attempting to promote the importance and benefits of family learning situations, stating that learning as a family improves relationships, children’s behaviours and engages children, leaving them with a more positive attitude towards learning as a whole. It is also beneficial to adults as it motivates them as they want to help their children, but at the same time are breaking down communication and social barriers and improving the parents’ skills for supporting the children in learning.
If the statistics above are anything to go by, this effectively means that there are currently around 19,000 single parent families living in Swansea, with around 8500 of the children living in relative poverty. 

Group background and information
My decision to use Swansea as the geographical location for this investigation is based on my location, as I have direct experience of the availability of provisions for single parent families in Swansea. However, the application of this analysis could certainly be used all other towns, cities and villages across the United Kingdom to identify gaps in the single parent family communities.
Single parent families can be identified as any family with only one adult responsible for the care of any one or more children. For the purpose of this needs analysis, this term is not restricted to biological mothers and father of children, but to any adult responsible for the care of children, such as a grandparent.
Single parent families’ can face the challenge of either living in poverty, being unable to work due to lack of childcare, or the opposite end of the scale, which is having to work full-time to support their family, but yet only just getting by. In worst case scenarios, such as my own, a family may experience both of these factors. With children spending around 15% of their time in schools, this means that the other 85% of their time is spent within their communities (i.e. At home, with carers, family, in their usual home area).
When a single parent has any free time with their child/children, it is so beneficial to form bonding experiences together, as well as benefitting attachment and emotional wellbeing between the family, this can also provide the parent with opportunities to experience their child achieving and learning new things right in front of them. These experiences are invaluable for families and provide so much in terms of happiness. 
Current provisions
With the above in mind, I turn to the provisions for such opportunities for single-parent families in the Swansea area. As a single parent with low income, I felt excluded from enjoyable activities with my child, and also from being able to engage with other single parent families.
Upon conducting a search of regular family activities in the area, I met with a startling realisation. Whilst there are many opportunities for children to participate in activities such as dance classes, sports classes and other such activities. These are not only chargeable but are just for children. The same applied for adults, whilst there are many options for classes and workshops in Swansea for adults, some even free of charge, these are again just for adults. 
The only activities which are geared towards families are leisure activities such as leisure centres, cinema and bowling, which all come at an expense. There are a very limited number of irregular free of charge short “drop-in” style arts and crafts, or museum workshops, which are great, but are not consistent and do not give children time to develop anything with their parents, so mainly learning from the provider, with a parent watching. 
To investigate the ability to participate in an educational, but fun learning experience with my child, I found a free 2-hour craft workshop for children in a Swansea Hobbycraft store, onto which I booked 2 spaces, as I wanted to participate too and make crafts together. When I arrived at the workshop, I participated with my daughter, and made some beautiful craft items. She was extremely happy and asked to do this again.
In that short 2 hours, I was completely immersed in the workshop, relaxed and enjoying helping and watching my child create something at the same time as me. I checked the company website and the next short workshop was not for another month, for which I booked onto this again. After the workshop had finished, a staff member approached me and asked that I do not participate next time, as other parents had complained that this was just for children. 
Through my research in Swansea, I have found that there are currently no free of charge regular activities/classes/workshops for parents or single-parents to participate in, alongside their children, together.
Swansea Council is however, committed to bettering the lives and prospects of parents, and have introduced a Family Learning programme. This is not a program for attendance by both parent and child, but short courses for parents and carers in subjects such as literacy, numeracy and digital literacy. 
The council also run a 2-hour weekly Family film club within a local art gallery, where families can watch a film together, there is a suggested donation of £3.00 per person for this.
The limited provisions for family learning are most alarming when you consider that Swansea is one of the only three cities in the United Kingdom to hold the UNESCO Learning City Status. UNESCO defines a Learning City as one which promotes learning for all, revitalising families and communities.
Effects arising from lack of such a provision
The fact that there are no provisions for parents to learn or participate in learning activities with their children, seems to have become the norm in society, as was displayed by parent that felt the need to complain at such an unusual possibility, in my personal experience as discussed. 
I feel that this lack of provision contributes to both parent and child loneliness, social exclusion, and the deterioration of bonds between families, along with preventing single parents living in relative poverty being able to access any valuable experiences with their children. 
Over 4,000 children contacted ChildLine in 2016 because they felt that invisible and that their parents did not understand them. These were children aged between six and 19 years of age (BBC, 2017). Parents and families are too busy to have meals together at the table, to discuss their days and lives. 
The Joseph Rowntree Foundation reported that children from lone parent families are found to have a poorer relationship with their parents due to low income and demanding schedules, limiting the ability to dedicate time to family.
Social exclusion is experienced by families who are unable to participate in any kind of leisure or learning activities outside of the school provision. Currently only families who can afford to pay for cultural activities and development are able to pursue these. Single parents who are in relative poverty are therefore deprived from enjoyable experiences with their children, which may not only have a negative effect on the child but could prevent parents from engaging with their children. 

Conclusion
Based on the investigation undertaken in this needs analysis, it is clear that there is a need for family learning provisions in the Swansea area. As there are a high number of single parent families, and many of these live in poverty, this group would be the prime target for such a provision. An offering of some form of regular evening or weekend programmes in the local communities in which parents can attend with their children and learn together, be it skills like cookery, or general interest classes and workshops such as arts and crafts, languages or sports. These provisions will improve the familial relationship, will provide things to do for families, and also create a networking system for single parent families.  Inclusion or parents in such a programme, may also improve social mobility, by providing them with a sense of motivation towards learning. To begin this process, it may be necessary to consider existing provisions of this nature in other parts of the country, such as the City of London, who are fully committed to developing family education.
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