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Description automatically generated]The website created is for the sake of promoting the ongoing #SEEKTHETRUTH ARG (alternate reality game) put out by Merlin Entertainment. I personally have made a portfolio website in the past, so taking on the promotion of something else seemed a better fit for this assignment.
The website is intended to be an awareness page and blog made by the unidentified individual leading the #SEEKTHETRUTH campaign. The design itself is mimicking the general appearance of the emails sent out as part of the ARG, using images in them to decorate the pages and the contents of the emails being recreated in ‘blog posts’.
On the website itself however, colours have been changed for the purpose of accessibility. High saturation colours as the primary background, like the red used in the email, can make things harder to read for photosensitive users and so the primary red used was made a darker, more desaturated red. There are still some GIFs used on the finished site that that could be potentially triggering for photosensitive users due to heavy glitch effects, but a disclaimer was added in so that users are informed of this before seeing the site and requires clicking off as to not reveal one of the GIFs in question before being able to see the warning. This warning also clearly states that the site has not been made by Merlin Entertainment, and that they are the owners of the content seen in the site. If Merlin Entertainment wishes for the website to be removed however, this will be done swiftly.
As a promotional tool, it works as a way for people to access content related to this specific ARG more easily in one place, as on the social media pages for Alton Towers, the #SEEKTHETRUTH videos and other updates are mixed with general advertising and anything else they may be posting on. Some of the content is even exclusive to those who sign up for emails, primarily the text content seen in the ‘UPDATES’ section of the site, and so having it available in a way that doesn’t require giving an email makes finding it more accessible to general audiences. The site also links back to the Alton Towers page on the ARG, with encouragement to sign up to the email updates for those who are interested in following the story on their own.
Due to past experience in website creation, the workflow for producing this site was efficient as no additional time needed to be spent in learning how to put it together. WIX was used for this reason, it is the site used previously for website and portfolio creation, and so it was used again for this project. Other sites and software were considered, but it seemed best to go with familiarity. 
WIX was also chosen for the simple to use features in editing the layout for mobile devices. As most users are likely to see this site through mobile as opposed to desktop, time was taken to adjust all the content and menus to work just as well on mobile as it does on desktop. The very last step of making this website was opening the finished, published sites on both desktop and mobile and looking through all the pages to ensure it’s easy to use on both. In testing, the usability seemed equal for both.

Website link: https://ellischristie03.wixsite.com/seekthetruth

Sources
“Phalanx public announcement,” Alton Towers Resort, https://www.altontowers.com/phalanx-public-announcement/#signup (accessed Oct. 2023).
“Something’s not right ❌ #seekthetruth,” YouTube, https://youtu.be/FBYI_LO6Bv8 (accessed Oct. 2023). 
“Something’s not right. see for yourself. #seekthetruth,” YouTube, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9FPhhEWqnQE (accessed Oct. 2023). 
“Here’s the footage the phalanx don’t want you to see...,” YouTube, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JYep7S1zpoc (accessed Oct. 2023). 
All other website sources are from emails sent from Alton Towers Resort.
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EVERYTHING IS NOT WHAT IT SEEMS

1 work for the in the investigation team. | won't give you my
name because they don't know that | have hacked this database, so
please keep this quiet. 'm taking a big risk in reaching out to you, but |
must - this could be dangerous.

The said Nemesis was dormant, but it was due to them
putting her into a sedated state. The are going to tell you
about an egg which | think they are looking to regenerate:

I need to find out more.

I'll be back when | have discovered anything





