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Eric Aubijoux (December 8, 1964 - January 20, 2007) was a French motorcycle rider. He competed in the Dakar Rally six times, before being killed during the 2007 edition of the event. He was the second fatality of the 2007 Dakar, following the death of fellow motorcyclist, South African Elmer Symons, eleven days earlier. He died on the 14th and penultimate stage between Tambacounda and Dakar. Initially it was thought that this was due to heart failure, however after investigation the cause of death was determined to be the result of an accident. The confusion was caused by the fact that his bike appeared to be undamaged. It is believed he pulled over feeling unwell and then collapsed due to a seizure. He never regained consciousness and died at the scene. He was declared 18th position overall, and was competing in his 6th Dakar Rally.

The death of a French motorcycle rider during the Dakar rally at the weekend might have been caused by a road accident.

42-year-old Eric Aubijoux died of a heart attack after completing the penultimate 14th stage.

"We have new elements to suggest Eric was the victim of an impact," Dakar rally general director Gilbert Ysern told French regional daily Sud-Ouest.  Medical tests appear to show that there were fractures and local police have collected witness accounts which seem to indicate that there was an accident," he added.

"When we released the first statement and said it was a heart attack, we based ourselves on the medical information we had then", Ysern said. "It was never our intention to hide anything."

Aubijoux, a motocross fanatic who was competing in his sixth Dakar Rally, had been in 18th place overall.

The race, which ended on Sunday, has claimed 50 lives in its 29-year existence, 25 of them competitors.  South African rider Elmer Symons, taking part in his first Dakar as a competitor, died on January 9 after crashing on the fourth day in Morocco. He had been in 18th place overall at the time.  Stephane Peterhansel gained a record ninth victory on Sunday and Cyril Despres won the motorcycle title to make it a French double.

www.eurosport.co.uk
Elmer Symons (14 February 1977 in Ladysmith, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa - 9 January 2007 rural Morocco) was a motorcycle racer.  He began enduro racing in 1996 and moved to the United States in 2003. He had placed well in numerous regional competitions and had participated in the 2005 and 2006 Dakar Rally as a support mechanic. He crashed his privateer KTM and died at the scene at 142 km into the fourth stage in his first attempt to complete the Rally as a rider. The emergency helicopter was with him within 8 minutes of his emergency alert beacon triggering, but was unable to do anything other than record his death. He was in 18th place after the previous stage. Symons is the rally's 49th fatality.
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