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This image is a floor plan of Tintern Abbey. Tintern Abbey was originally built in 1131 by the Cistercians, on land donated by Walter Fitz Richard de Clare, during the reign of Henry I of England.[footnoteRef:1] It is in South Wales, near Chepstow, and is the second earliest Cistercian monastery in Britain.[footnoteRef:2] This paper examines the reasons why and how the expansion of 1232-1245 and the building of the Gothic Church were possible, and why the earliest evidence for buildings is only from the late twelfth or early thirteenth centuries. [1:  Newman, Martha G., The Boundaries of Charity, Cistercian Culture and Ecclesiastical Reform, 1098-1180, (Stanford, California: Stanford University Press, 1996), p.175; Burton, Janet and Strober, Karen, Abbies and Priories of Medieval Wales, (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 2015), p.204]  [2:  Newman, Martha G., The Boundaries of Charity, p.175; Burton, Janet and Strober, Karen, Abbies and Priories of Medieval Wales, p.204] 

	The ground plan of Tintern Abbey shows what parts of the monastery were built when. It appears from the lack of any early twelfth century buildings, that not much of the original monastery is left,[footnoteRef:3] it is completely replaced by later works from the late twelfth century to fifteenth century. The oldest surviving part is the monks’ day room and latrines, which dates from the late twelfth or early thirteenth century. In phase two, between 1232 and 1245, there is a large expansion of the abbey with the abbot’s house, guest house, monks’ refectory, kitchen, chapter house and a place for new monks being added. In the latter half of the thirteenth century the infirmary was built. Between 1269 and 1330 a large Gothic Church was added to the monastery. In the latter half of the Middle Ages, it appears that mostly they expanded existing structures such as the infirmary, kitchens, and the abbot’s hall.  [3:  Burton, Janet and Strober, Karen, Abbies and Priories of Medieval Wales, p.205, 207-208; Robinson, David M., Tintern Abbey, Fourth Edition, (Cardiff: Cadw, Welsh Historic Monuments, 2002), p.27] 

	It is noticeable that between 1232 and 1245 was a period of massive expansion in the monastery, similarly between 1269 and 1330. This occurred, according to Burton, despite their population in 1395 being only fourteen monks and an abbot, although numbers were probably diminished due to the recent Black Death plague.[footnoteRef:4] For expansion into such a large monastery to be possible, it would suggest that in this period, the Cistercians of Tintern were very rich, despite what appears to be a small population. Certainly, the evidence points to the large Gothic Church being largely the result of funding from wealthy donors, namely the influential Bigod family (Dukes of Norfolk).[footnoteRef:5] Indeed so crucial was the Bigod family money to the church that one member, Roger Bigod, has been called the second founder of Tintern Abbey.[footnoteRef:6] However, he was not the only benefactor, other influential families such as the Marshalls and the Fitz Richard de Clare were influential in aiding the monastery at its founding and with land grants later.[footnoteRef:7] It is noticeable that the dates given in the ground plan for the expansion of the monastery between 1232 and 1245, tie in with when the Marshalls were the chief benefactors of the monastery.[footnoteRef:8] Indeed, the expansion appears to coincide with the death of William Marshall the Younger who gave Tintern a large amount of fertile land along the Usk River and at Rogerstone in 1223-1224.[footnoteRef:9] This suggests that the economic benefits from these land grants could be behind the sudden expansion during this period. This is furthered because in 1291, Tintern was the third richest monastery in Wales, earning £145 annually and by its dissolution in 1536, was earning £192 annually, due to the large land holdings.[footnoteRef:10] It is likely that the funding for the expansion of the monastery, especially the church, were linked to the generous donations of the various wealthy families that supported them, whether directly through money or through land donation. [4:  Burton, Janet and Strober, Karen, Abbies and Priories of Medieval Wales, p.206-207]  [5:  Ward, J.C., Fashions in Monastic Endowment: the Foundations of the Clare Family, 1066-1314, Journal of Ecclesiastical History, 32, 4, (1981), pp.427-451; Cowley, F.G., The Monastic Order in South Wales, 1066-1349, Paperback Edition, (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1986), p.197-198]  [6:  Burton, Janet and Strober, Karen, Abbies and Priories of Medieval Wales, p.207; Williams, David H., The Welsh Cistercians, (Leominster, Herefordshire: Gracewing, 2001), p.6-7]  [7:  Ward, J.C., Fashions in Monastic Endowment, pp.427-451; Wood, James G., A Short History of Tintern Abbey and the Lordship of Striguil Principally Based upon Documentary Evidence, (London, 1904), p.4-5, 10-11]  [8:  Wood, James G., A Short History of Tintern Abbey, p.10-11]  [9:  Robinson, David, Tintern Abbey. In The Cistercian Abbeys in Britain, Far from the Concourse of Men, Edited by David Robinson, (London: B.T. Batsford Ltd, 1998), p.186-187; Robinson, David M., Tintern Abbey, p.12]  [10:  Burton, Janet and Strober, Karen, Abbies and Priories of Medieval Wales, p.205-206; Coppack, Glyn, The White Monks, the Cistercians in Britain 1128-1540, Paperback Edition, (Stroud, Gloucestershire: Tempus Publishing Limited, 2000), p.125-126] 

	A theory as to why the earliest dateable buildings at Tintern Abbey are from the mid-twelfth century or early thirteenth century is put forward by Coppack, who argues that the original buildings were made of wood and therefore did not survive.[footnoteRef:11] She extrapolates this from other Cistercian abbeys like Fountains Abbey in Yorkshire and Clairvaux in France, having evidence of wooden structures existing before the stone ones.[footnoteRef:12] Robinson, however, suggests that there had been a stone church at Tintern within a decade of its founding in 1131.[footnoteRef:13] Therefore, the reason for the expansion of the monastery in its current form, was Tintern’s new-found economic wealth around the mid-1200s.[footnoteRef:14] Certainly the fact the church that was built in the Gothic style, suggests that this new increase in wealth allowed them to build a grander abbey, rather than maintain their earlier preference for architectural simplicity.[footnoteRef:15] While Coppack’s theory of the 1131 church not surviving was probably true, the gothic architecture of the Cistercian church suggests that Robinson’s theory holds more merit as an argument as to why the buildings are only dateable from that era. [11:  Coppack, Glyn, The White Monks, p.27-28]  [12:  Coppack, Glyn, The White Monks, p.27-28]  [13:  Robinson, David, Tintern Abbey. In The Cistercian Abbeys in Britain, p.188]  [14:  Robinson, David, Tintern Abbey. In The Cistercian Abbeys in Britain, p.188]  [15:  Williams, David H., The Welsh Cistercians, p.100, 104; Robinson, David, Tintern Abbey. In The Cistercian Abbeys in Britain, p.188] 

	In conclusion, the massive expansion of the abbey in the period of 1232-1245, and the Cistercians ability to build a large Gothic-style Church, is due to the enormous expansion of the economic resources of them at that time. These economic gains were made possible by the generous donations of rich patrons, which could be through land or direct financial support. Indeed, both the church (1269-1330) and the expansion of 1232-1245 coincide with generous donations from influential families such as the Marshall’s and the Bigod’s. It also likely that these new wealthy patrons are behind the fact that the earliest remains only date to the late twelfth or early thirteenth century, as this gave them the ability to build a grander monastery.  
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