
Genesis 32:28 - “Your 

name shall no longer be 

called Jacob, but 

Israel,[b] for you have 

striven with God 

and with men, and have 

prevailed.”

Genesis 33:4 - But Esau 

ran to meet him and 

embraced him and fell 

on his neck and kissed 

him, and they wept.
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Figure 2: The Reconciliation of 
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Figure 3: Jacob Wrestling with the Angel

Sarah’s Struggle with Barrenness

Sarah’s inability to conceive children 

brought a challenge to God’s covenant 

with Abraham, leading her to bring her 

servant Hagar to Abraham as a 

surrogate mother. This reflects 

mankind’s difficulty in trusting God’s 

plan, as when the time was right for 

Sarah to conceive, God bestowed this 

blessing upon her.1

Wrestling at Peniel

Jacob’s struggle with the angel 

provides the ultimate 

transformation. It is one of the 

richest metaphors of the Bible. 

It entails numerous levels of 

meanings, all echoing 

transformation. The act of 

wrestling is an undoing and a 

transformation of Jacob’s past 

relationship to Esau.3

Figure 4: Abraham and the Angels

Genesis 12:2 – “And I 

will make of you a great 

nation, and I will bless 

you and make your 

name great, so that you 

will be a blessing.”

God’s Covenant with Abraham

‘Abram is challenged by God to 

establish a new humanity’2
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