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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project:      
OR                   
4,000 word project and presentation:   

Please remove the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: Owen Bedford

	STUDENT ID No.: 2016625

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 

Use of force in policing: Tasers

INTRODUCTION:

The laws that govern the United Kingdom recognises that police officers can find themselves in situations where use of force may be required (College of policing, 2022). In the year ending 31 March 2021, there were 562,280 recorded incidents in which a police officer used force (Home Office, 2021). That averages at 64 incidents per hour across the United Kingdom. A report by the TNS-BMRB (Policeconduct.gov.uk, 2019) prepared for the Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) found that when it comes to public perception of police officers using of force, 83 per cent of the public said they trust the police either a lot or a fair amount to use reasonable force.
On occasions where police officers use force, they are governed by the following legislation:

· Section 117 of the Police and Criminal Evidence act (When an arrest is made force may be used)
· Human Rights act 1998 (The forces used must be proportionate, legal and I must have been necessary)
· Section 3 Criminal Law act 1967 (Police officers may use force in situations to prevent a crime occurring) (Lancashire.police.uk, N.D.) 

Some examples of equipment that officers utilise when it comes to use of force are:

· Handcuffs
· Taser
· Batton
· Pava spray
· Leg restraints
· Spit hood

Taser is a brand of Conducted energy device (CED) however, Taser itself is a more commonly used term for Conducted energy devices. Tasers are designed to temporarily incapacitate a person through an electrical current that interferes with the body’s neuromuscular system and produces a sensation of intense pain (College of Policing, N.D.).

Tasers were introduced in UK policing in 2003, however they were only used by firearms officers. This restriction was lifted in 2007 by the then Home Secretary and Tasers were available to all trained officers by 2008 (Parliament.uk, 2012). GOV.UK (N.D.) published a report for the statistics of Police use of force for England and Wales between April 2020 and March 2021. They found that Tasers were used in 34,429 incidents. However, the Taser was not discharged in 90 per cent of these incidents.

Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation? 
Give background information around your subject
Justification for your research
Show you have done some reading




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· Taser effectiveness / safety
· Public perception of Taser
· Police views on use of Taser

Clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives. 
· The steps you are going to take to answer your research aim or question




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The Use of force and Taser usage of police officers is recorded in every single incident and reported statistically yearly. The website GOV.UK has said reports thus making it easy to view the figures for police uses of force and Taser usage.

In all honesty, I have researched articles and other dissertations on the university website and Google scholar but am struggling to demonstrate a gap in research.

Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans.
Understand the current state of existing research
You can demonstrate the gap and the need for the research
Gives credits to those who have laid the groundwork for your research
Demonstrates your knowledge of the research problem



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

Questionnaire aimed at UK police officers asking questions such as:

· Are you Taser trained? (If not, why not?)
· Have you ever discharged your Taser?
· Are you confident using Taser? (Was the training adequate?)
· What incidents do you think you are most likely to use Taser in?
· How do you think the public perceive police officers carrying Taser?

What research methods are you going to do and why?
Why are they best suited to your research 
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

Police officers and work colleagues

Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? Why is this sample the best for your research?



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I don’t believe there will be any ethical issues
Opportunity to discuss any ethical problems that you might see or might need to discuss prior to your research. 

	TIME SCALE:
Standard practice to consider each stage of your research work that you will undertake. 
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