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First of all, feminism is the theory of gender inequality, which underlies the movement of women for liberation.
 Feminist theory is a part of the critical theory, so it practices in criticizing the exaggerated role of sexuality in the life of women and the way male aggressiveness is justified as a natural inherent in the male type of sexuality. In the early days of feminism, the feminist theory used psychoanalysis to help find an answer to the question of the causes of gender inequality in society; trying to identify the unconscious, emotional and sexual layer which existed in all individuals regardless of their gender. Jacqueline Rose in book Sexuality in the Reading of Shakespeare
 described the sexuality and gender discrimination of the play Hamlet. For a detailed analysis of the book written by Rose, the play Hamlet must also be mentioned. Moreover, the theory of feminism criticized discrimination against women, which displays itself in almost all domains of human life and especially in literature.

According to the modern feminist theory, femininity and masculinity are social constructs.
 Femininity is the characteristics linked with female gender or the characteristic forms of behavior expected from a woman in a society.
 Traditionally, femininity was considered a biological condition which meant qualities such as gentleness, emotional, passivity and maternal instincts were natural. However, the theory of feminism describes this femininity as a social construct for discriminating against other characteristics of the women. Also, masculinity is a serious of attitudes, characteristics of behavior, opportunities, and expectations which determine the social practice of the male gender. The feminist theory analyses the experience of gender rather than the experience of sex. Meaning, feminism does not describe biological or anatomical factors, but cultural and psychological characteristics. According to feminism, the acknowledgement of the general ideas innate in this culture, the very nature of an individual and its sexual characteristics means to uncritically accept a number of hidden principles, which then go back to the patriarchy of culture. 

Generally, feminism fights against gender discrimination of women and for the distribution of equal rights for both female and male genders. The theory of feminism criticized gender discrimination and all of its forms. In most modern societies, gender discrimination is now seen as discrimination, which favors men at the expense of women.
 In a patriarchal society, women are usually subject to gender discrimination in many different forms. These include employment, differences in wage, political and religious careers, sexual harassment at work and domestic violence.

Discrimination against women is extensive in literature. As an example, the works of William Shakespeare have been said to have a serious discriminating basis against women. Particularly, within Hamlet there is a lot of information about gender inequality. First of all, Shakespeare positions men as the most important members of society. Shakespeare ceases to pay attention to women’s desires, feelings or aspirations in Hamlet. 
 Moreover, the author depicted an extremely small amount of female characters in the play; there are only two. These are Ophelia, who is Hamlet’s lover and Gertrude who is his mother. The important of these women is diminished by the influence of the patriarchy. 

Additionally, Ophelia is a fictional character in the tragedy of Shakespeare’s Hamlet. She is a young noblewoman, daughter of Polonius, sister of Laertes and Hamlet’s lover. Regardless of her natural social position, Ophelia tends to be discriminated against by all the male characters that she communicates with. Hamlet cannot decide what feelings he has for Ophelia, due to this he makes her suffer during the whole story. Laertes is the older brother of Ophelia. However, despite their family relations he is also discriminative against her. Also, his conversations with his sister are full of themes of sexuality. According to Rose, the brother of Ophelia in his speeches hints at her excessive sexuality.
 In the first act, Laertes gives Ophelia advice on the dangers of premarital sex for women, but not for men. He declares a long speech, which is aimed at drilling a sense of fear in his young sister. Understandably, Ophelia does not wish to discuss this topic with her older brother but he is not one bit interested in the wishes of his sister. Laertes several times repeats to her that she must be afraid and avoid a close connection with Hamlet. Laertes also claims that a women who has lost her virginity before the wedding, is some sort of spoiled goods and she will remain unmarried for the rest of her like. A woman is portrayed as a thing which can be spoiled. However, men are allowed to indulge in sexual relations before the wedding. As a result of this, Ophelia for her brother is a person that does not have the right to choose and should be obedient. Due to this, Rose concluded that Laertes is a sexist. He cruelly talks with Ophelia and bears strong psychological pressure on her, this contradicts feminist principles as well as human right. The feminist theory have a negative view on women who behave this way.

Also, all the women in the play Hamlet are in some way under the control of men. A good example of this is Ophelia, who calls Hamlet ‘My Lord’, this is a humiliating indicator of her lesser importance in society as an individual because of her gender. Also, Ophelia is dependent on men. Initially she was dependent on her father, then she acts obediently to her brother and then she should depend on her husband. Finally, the girl committed suicide because she could not live alone. However, it is also a display of gender discrimination because at the of Ophelia’s life, families did not train girls to live independently, so she cannot survive without dependence on the man.

Furthermore, Ophelia goes crazy after she has known about the death of Polonius, who is her father. She speaks in riddles and sings visibly meaningless songs, and she even does not want to listen to the queen's complaints. Such a description of the behavior of Ophelia discriminates against her. Her madness means that her psyche is extremely weak to endure negative news. Since Ophelia is one of two feminine characters in the play, displaying a young woman as crazy means humiliating the mental abilities of women in general. Finally, the madness of Ophelia is the result of the patriarchal pressure of society.

Another female character in the play is Gertrude, who is the mother of the prince. She almost does not deny her partnership in the murder of her husband. In the middle of the play, she confesses that she has participated in the death of her husband. Gertrude also accuses the deceased husband of intellectual limitations and an irresistible desire to humiliate the surrounding people. Resulting in her being the only female character who openly expresses her point of view.
 Shakespeare shows the rage of this woman and describes that her actions are dictated by the obsession with two passions, such as the desire for power and the sexual one. Gertrude's desire for power is a display of the feminist attitudes of this woman. In the society in which Gertrude lives, the woman had to be a submissive companion of the man. So the desire for power is unnatural for the female individuals.
 As a result, the theory of feminism can describe Gertrude's goals as revolutionary for that time. Moreover, the play is filled with gender stereotypes. Women usually behave as defenseless and weak beings, which do not have the right to vote and must be submissive. The role of a woman consists in the submission of a man, the introduction of a quiet lifestyle and communication with children. Contrastingly, a man acts as a strong and influential part of society and only a man can make decisions, lead the country and be the head of the family.

Furthermore, in the play Hamlet, the main character demonstrates the theme of gender and sexuality through the topic of misogyny. He expresses his hatred of all the female population, when he has an extremely negative attitude to his mother's decision to marry Claudius just a few days after the death of his father. Hamlet believes that her decision is too quick, so it is sexual immorality. The prince thinks that his point of view is the only right one, and his mother's opinion does not matter. Hamlet is in love with Ophelia and she warns him that she would rather go to a convent, but not become sexually spoiled. It seems that Hamlet thinks that a woman who has married immediately after her husband's death, is immoral. However, he does not blame the men which commit these sexual crimes and considers only the woman guilty of it. Hamlet, despite his manners and status of the prince, behaves strangely with Ophelia. In the first act of the play, he confesses to her in love; talks gently with the girl, and even calls her fragile. However, in the third act he instructs her to go to the monastery. This situation is typical for the society in which Hamlet lives. The woman has no voice, so she has to be submissive. Indeed, men can tell a woman what, when and how she should do.

Additionally, Hamlet's hatred to the world is closely related to his father's sexual betrayal of his mother. It poisons the life of Hamlet even more than the murder of his father by Claudius. This results in Hamlet believing that all women are sinners, which reveals his sexist attitude toward the opposite sex. The prince is as spoiled as the world around him. However, when Hamlet called Ophelia “fragile”, he could have had a negative context in mind. Hamlet believes that people are stable and permanent beings. As a result of this he believes that Ophelia rather negatively distinguishes among other people, because she is a fragile and unstable person. Finally, Hamlet is a sexist against women and this antifeminist worldview of the main character of the play is based on his hatred of the mother because of her decision to remarry after the death of Hamlet's father. However, Hamlet's prejudice attitude toward the two female characters of the play does not describe the true spirit of women. The blame on the part of Hamlet does not describe Ophelia and Gertrude negatively. Contrastingly, Hamlets feelings and attitudes toward women symbolize the sexist position to women of all men of that society. 

In conclusion, the theory of feminism is an important critical theory, which seeks to create social equality between the genders. Women in the modern world are constantly faced with discrimination because of their gender and social constructs which are associated with it. Moreover, literature has many examples of discriminatory texts against women. One of such literary works is the play Hamlet written by Shakespeare. Author Jacqueline Rose described the sexuality of the heroes of this play as well as the manifestations of gender discrimination by Ophelia and Gertrude, who are the only female faces of the literary work.
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