Current Affairs: ‘It Ends With Us’ Controversy.
Colleen Hoover’s novel ‘It Ends with Us’ was recently adapted into a film starring Blake Lively and Justin Baldoni and has sparked some controversy for supposedly ‘romanticising’ domestically violence, as well as their inappropriate methods of promotion, and the lack of awareness for domestic abuse survivors.
[bookmark: _Int_4FLoeQde][bookmark: _Int_YDZsdVMp]The novel, first published in 2016, follows the story of Lily Bloom, who had been raised in a household with a violent man, who comes to find herself in a marriage with an abusive husband. The story is meant to follow that cycle of abuse many women have experienced in their families, which follows them from generation to generation, and the title ‘It Ends with Us’ meant to represent Lily’s character becoming aware of that cycle she has found herself in, and putting it to an end with the birth of her daughter towards the end of the novel. The author stated in an interview with the Today show that[footnoteRef:1] “one of my earliest memories was him [her father] throwing a TV at her [her mother]” and Hoover explains that she understood how it felt to grow up with a ‘Lily’ in her life, and it was her own mother that had been the one to break the cycle of abuse with her children. Hoover expands on how hard the situation was for her mother, explaining that “there were no resources for women to leave situations like that.”[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Kaplan, Anna. (2023) ‘A Portrait of Colleen Hoover at Book Bonanza on June 23, 2023 in Grapevine, TX.’ Today, 29 June.
Available at: https://www.today.com/popculture/books/colleen-hoover-interview-jenna-bush-hager-2023-rcna91682 ]  [2:  Kaplan, Anna. (2023) ‘A Portrait of Colleen Hoover at Book Bonanza on June 23, 2023, in Grapevine, TX.’ Today, 29 June.
Available at:  https://www.today.com/popculture/books/colleen-hoover-interview-jenna-bush-hager-2023-rcna91682] 

[bookmark: _Int_tPa3mfbw][bookmark: _Int_rLjrYi94][bookmark: _Int_kgaGjYD5][bookmark: _Int_bbUMcQMm][bookmark: _Int_YPBMTkff]So, it begs the question, why she did not use the promotion of her film to create those resources for others, such as her mother? Both the film adaptation, and the novel were incredibly popular, and her books even, according to a BBC Culture News article written by Charlotte O’Sullivan on the controversy of the film[footnoteRef:3], reached a level of out selling the Bible. This would have been a fantastic opportunity to raise awareness and support for victims of domestic violence, much like Hoover’s own mother, but both she, and the majority of the cast, have yet to do so. Instead, Blake Lively, who portrays Lily Bloom, was quoted in an interview at the film’s premiere as joking, “wear your florals.”[footnoteRef:4] Meant to play around with the character’s flower themed name, Lily Blossom Bloom, and though the joke makes sense in context to the book, it does not seem entirely appropriate for a film with such heavy topics and possible triggers. And similarly, much of the marketing for this new release has been very lighthearted, and according to an article written by Angela Yang in NBC News, many fans of the book, as well as domestic violence survivors are “saying they wish the promotional campaign put more of a spotlight on survivors of domestic violence.”[footnoteRef:5] Instead of marketing appropriately and raising awareness for voices of abuse victims, Blake Lively chose to use the publicity to promote her hair care brand, and organised an event themed for the film, to serve and advertise her alcoholic drinks company, even going as far as to name a cocktail served at the event, “Ryle You Wait.” Naming an alcoholic beverage after the character Ryle, an abuser, seems entirely inappropriate for an event that centres around a film meant to highlight the so-called ‘reality’ of abuse. According to BBC News[footnoteRef:6], men with alcohol problems are “six times more likely to abuse a partner.” and to use it as an opportunity to promote her own line, seems as if she does not care about the genuine issues surrounding the film, so much as she cares about her own successes. Blake Lively has been heavily criticised on social media platforms such as TikTok and Instagram for her blatant apathy towards the triggering themes of abuse this film is supposed to raise awareness for. [3:  O’Sullivan, Charlotte. (2024) ‘It Ends With Us: The Controversial Blockbuster Author Portraying Domestic Abuse.’ BBC Culture 9th August.
Available at: https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20240808-it-ends-with-us-the-controversial-blockbuster-author-colleen-hoover-portraying-domestic-abuse ]  [4:  Yang, Angela. (2024) ‘Blake Lively’s ‘It Ends With Us’ promotion called ‘disrespectful’ by some survivors of domestic abuse’ NBC News 20th August.
Available at: https://www.nbcnews.com/pop-culture/blake-lively-it-ends-with-us-promotion-criticism-rcna167175 ]  [5:  Yang, Angela. (2024) ‘Blake Lively’s ‘It Ends With Us’ promotion called ‘disrespectful’ by some survivors of domestic abuse’ NBC News 20th August.
 Available at: https://www.nbcnews.com/pop-culture/blake-lively-it-ends-with-us-promotion-criticism-rcna167175 ]  [6:  Shaw, Danny. (2019) ‘Men with alcohol problems ‘six times more likely to abuse partner’’ BBC News 23rd December.
Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-50887893] 

[bookmark: _Int_qbeEK8s9][bookmark: _Int_PatX3GZS]When the book first started gaining popularity, Colleen Hoover became a rising sensation across social media and the so called “booktok,” a specific corner of TikTok that authors use to promote their books, and many book lovers go in search of community. However, many people took issue with the novel ‘romanticising’ abuse, by promoting the book as a romance, and many people choosing to focus on the romantic relationship between Lily and her childhood sweetheart Atlas, rather than the actual point of the novel, the struggle with violence within intimate relationships. This marketing choice was taken further with the publication of the sequel novel, ‘It Starts with Us’ a book, which sole purpose is to follow the romance of Lily and Atlas, and to entirely divert from the story of abuse. Colleen Hoover cannot be entirely held at fault for this choice, since she authored the story, but the publishing company ‘Simon and Schuster’ chose to publish it under the romance genre. As well, book to television adaptions are commonly taken out of the hands of the authors, so while she could have done more to advocate for victims and survivors of domestic abuse, especially given her familiar understanding of the subject, the decisions would have been primarily within the hands of the executive directors, Blake Lively, as well as Justin Baldoni, who played Ryle Kincaid, who admittedly did more to vouch for victims within interviews, such as his comment to ET at the film premiere[footnoteRef:7], “This isn’t my night. This is a night for all the women we made this movie for.” As well as being active on his social media and media interviews, leaving resources for domestic violence phone lines, or places to seek help. You can’t help but to see the irony with the role reversal here, the woman who was supposed to play the strong, empowering survivor, has done disappointingly little to help raise awareness, while the man supposed to play the abuser is advocating and using his platform to spread awareness for victims. [7:  Smith, Rachel. (2024) ‘It Ends With Us’: What Justin Baldoni Hopes to Achieve With Blake Lively-Led Project (Exclusive), Entertainment Tonight
 [Video] Available at: https://www.etonline.com/media/videos/it-ends-with-us-what-justin-baldoni-hopes-to-achieve-with-blake-lively-led-project
] 

This film has underwhelmed so many readers, as well as survivors, as it fails to grasp how important this opportunity really was for raising awareness and support for domestic violence survivors, and instead, chose to focus on the romance side of the story, entirely missing the point.
Word count: 1012.
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