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Lecture One: Introduction - Who were the Normans?
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Baxter Wolf, Making History, p.1:

. . . to tell us how the people who wrote them conceived of the events occurring in the world around them. In this case the biases laid bare by source criticism are not weeded out but are appreciated in their own right for what they can tell us about the conceptual categories that the authors employed to make sense out of their worlds, past and present. These categories,- reflected in the author’s choice of material as well as the way in which that material has been fashioned into a story to be shared with an audience – are as worthy of historical study as the events they seek to comprehend, for they help us to appreciate the ways in which people living in a particular time and place construed their world and located themselves within it . . .
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