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[bookmark: _Toc833120160]1.0 Introduction - Summary - 100 words 


[bookmark: _Toc911155274]2.0 Destination and Event 
Rye Bay Scallop Week runs every year, during February, with 2025 being its 21st year. It is a weeklong event, with many local restaurants participating. 
According to (BritianExpress, 2024) “Rye is one of the most attractive and historic towns in the South England.” The town of Rye is steeped with history, sitting two miles from the sea, with a past involving smuggling, it was one a shipyard and dockyard. It has a unique blend of history, architecture and natural beauty, which makes it a popular destination for tourists. 	Comment by Daisy Caruana (2405766): Rye, East Sussex | History, Photos & Visiting Information 
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As a small town, Rye has only one train station, (Anon, 2024) “...which is Grade II listed, located north of the town centre.”	Comment by Daisy Caruana (2405766): Discover Sussex. (2024). Visit Rye, East Sussex | Discover Sussex. [online] Available at: https://discoversussex.org/places-to-visit/rye/.
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(Anon, 2024) “Domestic tourism boosts communities with the money generated going to local economies highlighting the importance of supporting tourism businesses.” In 2023, British residents took a total of 316 million Tourism Day Visits within Great Britian. 	Comment by Daisy Caruana: VisitBritain.org. (2024). Latest official domestic tourism statistics published for Jan-March 2023 - Great Britain Tourism Survey. [online] Available at: https://www.visitbritain.org/news-and-media/industry-news-and-press-releases/latest-official-domestic-tourism-statistics.
‌
	Comment by Daisy Caruana: Domestic Day Visits Q4 2023 and 2023 overall (GBDVS) - Summary Report (Published 12th March 2024)_1 (1).pdf 

[bookmark: _Toc1361286207]3.0 Main Body 
[bookmark: _Toc1877273068]3.1 Type of Event
[bookmark: _Int_LPJRjIZk]According to, (Kevin McCarthy, 2017) "Rother District Council estimates that 31% of domestic visitors to Rye come from across the border in Kent.. Whilst 9% of visitors are from the rest of East Sussex, 8% from West Sussex, 6% from London and the remainder from other counties in the UK.”  	Comment by Daisy Caruana (2405766): McCarthy, K. (2017). Visitors by numbers | Rye News. [online] Ryenews.org.uk. Available at: https://www.ryenews.org.uk/people/community/visitors-by-numbers [Accessed 26 Nov. 2024].
‌
Rye Bay Scallop Week is just one of many events held in the town, Rye offers a variety of tourism experiences that cater to different interests; historical, nature and wildlife, cultural, adventure, shopping and culinary. 
[bookmark: _Int_4lEy0T3D]Tourism in Rye brings many benefits, similar to any tourist destination. Tourism generates revenue for local businesses which provides an economic boost. Interest in historical sites provides their preservation and regular upkeep, which protects the town’s character. Visiting tourists encourages cultural exchange, gaining insight into other cultures and perspectives. The demand of tourists leads to improvements in local infrastructure, enhancing better transportation, public facilities and an improvement on services. Tourism promotes environmental awareness and conservation efforts. Plus, Rye receives the recognition and appreciation as a tourist destination, which can boost community pride and encourages residents to take an active role in promoting and preserving the town. 
Whilst there are many benefits from tourism in Rye, as with any event, the town does face challenges too. The Rye Bay Scallop week brings its own sustainability challenges, these include:
Overfishing concerns; whilst local byelaws restrict scallop harvesting to specific months and enforce size limits, there’s always the risk of overfishing if these regulations aren’t strictly enforced. (Anon, 2024) “... harvesting of scallops in Sussex is one of the most stringent in terms of restrictions.”  For the Rye Bay Scallop week to continue, local fishermen need to follow the local byelaws, alongside the (Anon, Gov.uk) “Fisheries Act 2020.” 	Comment by Daisy Caruana (2405766): Scallop.org.uk. (2024). Rye Bay Scallops and the Environment – Rye Bay Scallop Week. [online] Available at: https://scallop.org.uk/rye-bay-scallops-and-the-environment/ [Accessed 28 Nov. 2024].
‌	Comment by Daisy Caruana (2405766): GOV.UK. (n.d.). Fisheries management plan for king scallops in English and Welsh waters. [online] Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/king-scallop-fisheries-management-plan-fmp/fisheries-management-plan-for-king-scallops-in-english-and-welsh-waters.
‌03/13
Environmental impacts; the influx of visitors can put pressure on the local ecosystem, especially if waste management and environmental protection measures aren’t implemented. (The World Counts, 2024) “Tourism often puts pressure on natural resources through over-consumption.”  In the long run tourism can lead to environmental degradation, which is caused by littering, pollution and damage to natural habitats. 	Comment by Daisy Caruana (2405766): The world counts (2024). Negative Environmental Impacts Of Tourism. [online] Theworldcounts.com. Available at: https://www.theworldcounts.com/challenges/consumption/transport-and-tourism/negative-environmental-impacts-of-tourism.
‌
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Sustainable practises; hand-diving for scallops is considered more sustainable, but it’s impractical in Rye Bay due to the depth of which the scallops are found. Whilst adhering to the local byelaws, Rye’s fleet use small RX registered boats and given size restrictions on the catch allowed. 
Community strain; the event brings a significant number of tourists to the area, which can put a strain on local resources and infrastructure if not properly managed. This can have a domino effect for the town, as the accommodation and services prices increase, making it more expensive for locals to live in the area, which leads to displacement for residents. 
Rye attracts a diverse range of tourists, all seeking different experiences, these include but not limited to:
· History 
· Nature
· Culture 
· Food and drink
· Adventure
· Shopping 
[bookmark: _Int_vPDZIoFq]The majority of tourists that visit Rye, according to (Anon, 2022) “Cohen’s tourist typology” would be considered as ‘non-institutionalised’ and either a ‘drifter’ or an ‘explorer’. 	Comment by Daisy Caruana (2405766): Anon, (2022). Cohen’s Tourist Typology- The 4 Major Types Of Tourists - Tourism Teacher. [online] Available at: https://tourismteacher.com/cohens-tourist-typology-types-of-tourists/#google_vignette.
‌
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Non-institutionalised tourists do not seek the products and services that the mass tourism industry provides, they seek a deep immersive and experiential travel experience that can’t be obtained through institutionalised tourism. They typically travel independently and often searching for adventure, the new, unfamiliar and authenticity. Although Rye, probably attracts the ‘individual mass tourist’ as well, they typically seek the familiar including food and accommodation and prefer to communicate in the same language but do not like to be constrained by group tours and activities.

[bookmark: _Toc1542614874]3.2 Experience 
Rye Bay Scallop week involves a variety of stakeholders which contribute to the success of the event, the key stakeholders include:
· Restaurants and pubs, the majority of which participate in Scallop week.
· Accommodation providers, who benefit from the influx of tourists.
· Local businesses, benefit from the increased foot traffic and sales during the event. 
· Event organisers, Domain Support Ltd. Promotes and organises the festival, ensuring it runs smoothly and attracts visitors. 
· Charity partners, the event partners with local charities which supporting fishermen and cultural initiatives. 
· Tourist and visitors, the attendees are crucial stakeholders, as their participation and spending contribute to the events success. 
Rye Bay Scallop week offers a unique event, including culinary excellence, community spirit and cultural enrichment. It is considered a must visit event, for those wishing to experience the best of Rye and its seafood heritage. As it's a weeklong event, there is a lot to see, eat and experience, including:
· Culinary delights, throughout the week, local restaurants, pubs and cafes showcase a variety of scallop dishes, from traditional recipes to innovative culinary creations. 
· Events and activities, the festival features a range of events, including cooking demonstrations, tasting sessions and shucking competitions. These provide an interactive and educational experience for attendees. 
· Community experience, Rye’s historic charm adds to the festival’s appeal. Visitors can explore the town’s medieval streets, historic buildings and scenic surroundings whilst enjoying the festivities. 
· Sustainability focus, the festival promotes sustainable fishing practices and highlights the importance of preserving marine life. This adds to the educational aspect of the event and raises awareness about environmental conservation. 


[bookmark: _Toc1880852061]3.3 Transport and Accessibility 
(Anon, Trainline) In 2021, Trainline conducted a survey of 3,000 people across the UK on feelings towards sustainable transport and the rail industry, 3 in every 5 feel a sense of pride to travel by train, knowing it is better for the environment.	Comment by Daisy Caruana: Trainline. (n.d.). Why the UK is Proud to Travel by Train. [online] Available at: https://www.thetrainline.com/via/why-the-uk-is-proud-to-travel-by-train.
‌
[bookmark: _Int_peSRfvOo]Rye is a relatively small town, with one train station in the centre, which is within walking distance to the majority of the restaurants and pubs which participate in Rye Bay Scallop Week. Although there are no direct trains that go through Rye, many journeys, change trains at Ashford International, which is serviced by Southern and Southeastern rail. 
Although Rye train station is a category B2 station, with step-free access to both platforms via separate entrances, it isn’t inclusively accessible to all. 
Rye is known for its history and original buildings, the medieval layout, narrow and uneven streets and steep hills. This could be challenging for tourists with mobility issues, although most attractions, shops and restaurants are making efforts to improve accessibility. 
East Sussex County council are making public transport as accessible as possible, ensuring bus travel is available and inclusively accessible for all. Bus travel to Rye is more accessible in comparison to train travel but in the long term, can cause disruption to the roads during peak tourists' seasons and events. With Rye’s historic layout and narrow streets and limited available parking, the town and roads become easily congested from increased traffic from tourists.
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