Theory and Methodology for the Study of Classics (CLCL7005)
Theory / Methodology Discussion
Research Outline
The research undertaken has been done to illustrate the events and reception of the events during the years immediately preceding and during the period known as the Peloponnesian War, with a view to understanding the causes and therefore being able to correctly attribute culpability for the war if there is in fact culpability to be attributed. More generally, Athenian behaviours that can, to some extent, be considered ‘imperialistic’ and that, as Hammond writes, are an “attempt by a given people forcefully to establish its racial, political, cultural, or economic domination over other peoples,” [footnoteRef:1] have been studied, however the specific focus during the study has been on Athenian economic coercion and imperialism as a cause for the Peloponnesian War.  [1:  Mason Hammond, Ancient Imperialism: Contemporary Justifications (Harvard University, 1948) p. 106.] 


Economic imperialism is defined by the online financial dictionary as the “deliberate or implied policy in which one country makes another dependent upon the first country's resources. This effectively gives one country control over another.” [footnoteRef:2] With this definition in mind, this study will aim to identify any Athenian economic policies or behaviours that in any way attempt to, or are successful in, bringing allied Delian League states under direct Athenian control or are placed in a position of heavy reliance upon Athens. Furthermore, this study will aim to look at reactions to these policies or behaviours and aim to determine whether this could have led to the outbreak or escalation of the Peloponnesian War.  [2:  TheFreeDictionary.com. (2019).] 


Research Design
Throughout the study the historical, qualitative research method has been utilised, which for the purposes of this paper can be defined, as Kerlinger (quoted in Sharma), states “the application of the scientific method of inquiry to historical problems." [footnoteRef:3] This objective, unobtrusive and scientific approach to the study of past events has been chosen specifically as its aim is to “provide a detailed understanding into human behaviour, emotion, attitudes, and experiences” [footnoteRef:4] and the analyses of these criterions are beyond important when considering how the various causal factors during the Peloponnesian War were received and how they affected the ongoing human experience of the war, which is key to providing the deep understanding of the events that we need. Put simply, if we are able to ascertain an understanding of human emotion and attitudes based on their experience, we can also look at their reactions based on these experiences.  [3:  Sharma, R., Sociological Methods and Techniques (Delhi, 2008) p.143.]  [4:  Tong, A., Flemming, K., McInnes, E., Oliver, S. and Craig, J. Enhancing transparency in reporting the synthesis of qualitative research. (2012)] 


The historical method involves the in depth scrutiny of primary sources, which as Given states are “original artefacts, documents and items related to the direct outcomes of an event or an experience.” [footnoteRef:5] This scrutiny therefore seeks to, as Good suggests "test the truthfulness of the reports of observations made by others." [footnoteRef:6] This high level of scrutiny of the primary sources is paramount in ensuring that the primary source material is accurate, and therefore the conclusions that we arrive at as historians are also accurate. To ensure that any conclusions drawn from primary source materials are accurate, Garraghan suggests that primary source analysis should include six ‘inquiries’, which are; date produced, where it was produced, who produced it, from what existing material it was produced, in what form it is, and what is its value as evidence. [footnoteRef:7] These aforementioned ‘inquiries’ have also been utilised throughout the study. [5:  Given, L. The Sage encyclopaedia of qualitative research methods. (Los Angeles, 2008) p.830.]  [6:  Good, C. and Scates, D., Methods of research. (New York, 1954) p.117.]  [7:  Garraghan, G. and Delanglez, J. A guide to historical method. (New York, 1951) p.168.] 


The collection of information through and scrutiny of primary sources must also be complimented by secondary sources, which according to Schaps, are "all books written about the ancient world by modern scholars." [footnoteRef:8] I say ‘complemented by’, as according to Kerlinger; the biggest mistake in historiography is using a secondary source if it is possible for the researcher to use a primary source, [footnoteRef:9] and so wherever possible primary sources have been used and secondary sources have been used in a supplementary manner to support any conclusions made. [8:  Schaps, D. Handbook for classical research. (Oxon, 2011). E-book.]  [9:  Kerlinger, F. and Lee, H. Foundations of behavioral research. (Singapore, 2007)] 

An ongoing issue with the research that has been closely considered is that of the identification and / or separation of economically imperialistic behaviours from imperialistic behaviours in general. If the study is to be successful in evaluating the extent to which economic imperialism caused the Peloponnesian War, instances of economic coercion and imperialism will need to be specifically identified and analysed. 

With the prior information in mind, the sources used in and their relevance to this this study will now be outlined. 

Data Collection
The data collected for this study falls in to the two aforementioned categories of primary sources and secondary sources. 

Primary Sources 
"Primary sources are the original documents or remains, the first witness to a fact” and are therefore “the only solid basis of historical work." [footnoteRef:10] If we consider the period of the Peloponnesian War we have a number of primary sources that can provide the solid basis needed for study.  [10:  Good, C. and Scates, D. p 184.] 


Primary literary sources, predominantly Thucydides’ History of the Peloponnesian War and Xenopohon’s Hellenica, which is considered a continuation of Thucydides’ work, have been used in the study to create a reliable chronology of the events of the war with a view to then identifying causal factors. A number of translations of the original texts have been accessed with a view to minimising the effects of difficult translations and potential translation bias and to therefore increase accuracy of any conclusions drawn from these texts. 

Primary epigraphic sources are also very useful in considering this period. Scrutinising the contemporary inscriptions will enable an insight in to the workings of the relationships between the city states during the period studied. Using epigraphic sources to cross reference the aforementioned primary literary sources will have a consolidating effect on any conclusions or data drawn from either source. 

There are a number of particularly important inscriptions that this study will scrutinise. Firstly, many Attic inscriptions are available and can be used to understand the relationships between Athens and allied city states. The ‘Decree enforcing use of Athenian coins, weights and measures’ can certainly provide some data regarding Athenian economic imperialism and the fact that specific penalties of “10,000 dr.” and loss of civil rights and property [footnoteRef:11] are included in this inscription positions Athens as the state in command of the agreement. Throughout the Chalcis decree too, the language of Athenian dominance is unambiguous. The references to obedience, “I shall obey the Athenian People” [footnoteRef:12] and Athenian interests, “take care of that as best they can in the best interests of the Athenians” are overt and can therefore shed light on relationships within the Delian League and also how Athenian economic control was being established.  [11:  IG I3 1453]  [12:  IG I3 40 ] 


There are also numerous inscriptions from outside of Attica that can present an alternative view of Athenian economic policy and can enable us to build a far more balanced picture of events to draw conclusions from. In particular, the so called ‘Spartan War Fund’ inscription can tell us about the way Sparta may have been perceived prior to the outbreak of the Peloponnesian War. There were contributions made by non-members of the Peloponnesian League, who were not obligated to support Sparta. The inscription sets into stone the Spartans’ image of fighting the oppression of Athenian imperialism. The inclusion of “The Melians gave to the Lacedaimonians twenty mnas of silver” [footnoteRef:13] on the inscription shows us that even states that were non-affiliated and neutral were contributing to Sparta’s war effort , which supports the idea that Sparta are the defenders of Greece against Athenian imperialism in its various forms. [13:  IG V1, 1] 

Archaeological sources are also extant that will be used to further support this research. In particular, the military ports of Zea and Mounichia in Piraeus, which can assist in outlining potential reasons for Athenian economic imperialism. Samons writes that “Often, scholars have attributed Athens’ ability to finance some, if not all of these programs (referring to the aforementioned building programmes) to the accumulated reserve fund of the so-called Delian League.” [footnoteRef:14] This evidence suggests that Athens used Delian league tribute funds for their own individual expansion; and also goes some way to outlining Athenian rationale for economic expansion. Again, archaeological sources will be used in combination with other primary sources to cross reference and ensure that any conclusions made are accurate.  [14:  Samons, L. J., Athenian Finance and the Treasury of Athens, (Stuttgart, 1993) p. 129. ] 

 
Secondary Sources
A great number of secondary sources have been utilised to support this study, but as Schaps states, “the secondary source, by definition can know nothing more than what was in the primary sources” [footnoteRef:15] and so we must therefore “base ourselves on the primary sources”. That being said, there are a number of secondary works that have been helpful in enhancing the understanding of and the overall reliability of the primary sources previously mentioned.  [15:  Schaps, D. (Oxon, 2011). E-book.] 


Analysis and criticism of sources
In this study, there is inevitably an over dependence on the testimony of very view literary primary sources and therefore, one cannot, with any great deal of accuracy say how valid or reliable the conclusions drawn are unless careful analysis is made of these primary texts. There will, therefore, need to be robust historiographical analysis in place to ensure that any conclusions arrived at are in fact trustworthy and for the purposes of this study, the method of internal or higher criticism will be utilised. 

Higher or internal criticism “deals with the meaning and trustworthiness of statements that remain within the document," [footnoteRef:16] and this level of scrutiny is very much needed when considering the primary literary texts which form the basis of this study. In some instances, such as Thucydides’ account of the fall of Amphipolis, we are told by Schaps that we must “remember that he (Thucydides) has a clear interest in telling us the story in that particular way,” [footnoteRef:17] and it is for these instances that an in depth and rigorous higher criticism is required so as to counter-act any biases that may occur in the sources. [16:  Good, C. and Scates, D. p.188]  [17:  Schaps, D. (Oxon, 2011). E-book.] 


Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion then, the historical method of qualitative research has provided an objective a scientific approach to the study of primary sources that were produced immediately preceding and during the period known as the Peloponnesian War. Primary source material has been analysed using established methods and the validity of the sources has been discussed and ensured. Secondary sources have been used to supplement primary source research and therefore any conclusions arrived at through the undertaking of this research methodology can be relied upon to a certain degree.
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