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Community profile 

Carmarthen is a small urban town in the South-west of Wales, this little town is surrounded by a lot of greenery however the town itself has a wide range of facilities such as, a leisure centre, bowling alley, park and shopping centres. 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]This map is an example of Carmarthen and its surrounding areas, as you can see from the map the town itself does not a have a lot of greenery apart from the parks in the area however the further you go out there is a lot of green areas. The River towy loops on the outskirts of the town and in the Tanerdy area there is a local reservoir. The town itself has a wide range of restaurants and shops which during peak times means many tourists visit the town. 


(streetmapz, 2024)

The population of Carmarthen  in 2021 was 187,000, and the population of young people between 10-25 years old the population of Carmarthen was 29,800. (Census, 2021) 

This pie chart shows the population in Carmarthenshire in 2021 in order of age, the results show that there is a decrease in young people within the community as the age goes up. The pie chart examines that there is a 2,100 population difference in 2021 between the age ranges of 10-14 and 20-25 year olds living in Carmarthenshire. (Carmarthen County Council, 2021)


Schools and further education available within the community. 
Within the community there are 9 Primary schools, which are Richmond Par, Model church in Wales school, Abergwilli school, Ysgol Y Dderwen, Llangunnor School, Myrddin School, St Marys and Johnstown school. There are 2 high schools, Queen Elizabeth High and Bro Myrddin. As for further education there is Coleg Sir Gar, Pibwrlwyd and the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. 
With the amount of education pathways available to the community of Carmarthen, only two of the schools mentioned are Welsh first language with that being Ysgol y Dderwen and Bro Myrddin, with the remaining all being first language English speaking with welsh as a second language. This shows the diversity within the language of Carmarthen as there is an obvious minority within the community when it comes to language of Welsh and English. Dylan Phillips (2014) did a report on the Census of 2011 and he found that during 2011 Welsh speakers in Carmarthenshire is at a minority compared to the English speakers in the community after a rapid decline in Welsh speakers over the years. 

This chart is a line graph showing the differences between the education statistics between 2011 and 2021 in Carmarthen, this line graph in particular shows that the education within the Carmarthen population is getting a more positive outcome, with a 6.8% decrease in the amount of young people having no qualifications after secondary school. However you can also see that the interest in further education such as university has had a massive increase in popularity with 7.4% increase from 2011 to 2021 of the amount of young people in further education. (Census, 2011) (Census, 2021) 

Areas and facilities available to young people in the community. 
Within the community of Carmarthen there is a range of things for young people to do. There is the parks in the area, bowling, the cinema, the local leisure centre, escape room and the local youth project. However within this list of facilities only two are easily accessible for young people which are, the park and local youth project as they are the only ones which do not cost money in order to use the facilities, linking to this there is a lot more in the surrounding areas for young people to do but with the cost of living crisis that is currently going on within the nation, many struggle to get by without doing trips which cost money. Travel can also be an issue when examining the facilities within the community as like previously mentions within Carmarthen there is little to do however when you branch out there is a lot more to do but transport and getting there is an issue, 
Through research many young people expressed their concerns about there not being a lot available to young people especially when a lot of parents are unable to provide money all the time for the facilities available. 
The young people also stated that there is a difficulty though finding work after education due to lack of stores and restaurants either having no job opportunities available or due to them even being young and having lack of experience. 


Employment within the community
Taking into account the range of facilities, shops and restaurants within the community 78.3%  of people aged 16 and over were in active employment in 2023, with the highest employment rate being the human health and social work industry. However the unemployment rate was 3.8% for people 16 years and over. (Office for national statistics,2023) 
[image: ]
This pie chart is showing the reason for unemployment within Carmarthen during 2023, with the largest segment being long term sick and the smallest being temporary sick. 
(Varbes,2024) 




However with extra research within the community, there seems to be a struggle for 16-17 year olds to get a full time job within the Carmarthen areas. With one young person saying ‘They feel like they are not given a chance to prove themselves till they turn 18’ 

Conclusion 
To conclude my finding on the community of Carmarthen I found that it is a lovely area to live and if transport and money is easily accessible to you then it does have a lot to offer activity wise however within the town itself there isn’t much free of charge available to the public. 
But when it comes to statistics when comparing the findings between different census records, it is clear that the results for both education and employment is improving over the years showing that it is a good area for both school and furthering education or employment. But the main issue I found was the statistics were very broad and when speaking and communication with young people myself I found that the main struggle was finding employment in the area before turning 18 when you have no experience to hand. 
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Population in carmarthenshire	
10-14 years	15-19 years	20-25	11000	9900	8900	Column1	
10-14 years	15-19 years	20-25	Column2	
10-14 years	15-19 years	20-25	

Education in 2011 vs 2021

No qualifications 	2011	2021	40334	31165	Level 4/above	2011	2021	36036	48644	
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