Chloe Bentley                                                                                                                                            1903084
Self-Reflection of My Use of Welsh When Teaching

As a non-native Welsh speaker, it has not been easy for me to learn an additional language while completing my PGCE. However, as I appreciate and agree with the purpose of teachers using more Welsh when teaching I have therefore attempted to do my best over the last nine months. It is vitally important that learners have knowledge of their own culture and language, I believe the best way to do this is by using Welsh every day so one can improve. Tuition provided by the university, observational talking to other teachers to my own practice have all enabled me to reach the point I am at now with my Welsh language skills, and although it is far from perfect, it is a great improvement from where I started. I attempt to greet learners in Welsh and ask them how they are. I also encourage learners to answer the register in Welsh. Despite these things only being small, they are a great place for me to start and build my knowledge further. I have already begun to do this, able to give instructions and talk to learners such as ‘be quiet’, ‘are you ready?’, ‘stand up’ and ‘sit down’. I can also understand learners if they ask me basic questions including ‘please can I got to the toilet?’ or ‘please can I borrow a pen?’ and am able to respond appropriately. Although I understand that my level of Welsh is basic, I believe it is a great foundation for me to improve upon which I will strive to do and look forward to doing. 
