ORDER OF OPERATION

In mathematical expressions, addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, powers and brackets

can all be found. It is therefore important to follow the order of precedence in mathematics.
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Examples:

1. Solve:7+2x3
From BIDMAS, we know that the multiplication takes precedence.
By multiplying the 2 and the 3 we now get: 7 + 6
So our final answer is 13.
2. Solve:18+4 +2
From BIDMAS we know that division takes precedence.
By dividing 4 by 2, we now get: 18 + 2
So our final answer is 20.
3. Solve: 15+ (3 +2)
From BIDMAS, we know that the brackets take precedence.
By dealing with the bracket first, we now get: 15 + 5
So our final answer is 3.
4. Solve: 62 — 52
From BIDMAS we know indices (or powers) take precedence.
36 —25
So our finalanswer is 11.
5. Solve:7 X (8 +4)2
From BIDMAS we know brackets take precedence.
By dealing with the bracket first, we now get: 7 x 22
Now from BIDMAS we know that the indices (or power) take precedence, so we get: 7 X 4

So our final answer is 28.



