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AIM(S)
· Building on research practices developed at Level 4 and 5, students will produce a self-directed Independent Inquiry that demonstrates the ability to search for knowledge by critically exploring appropriate social, historical and/or contemporary theoretical contexts and to communicate their researched investigation effectively.  

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· investigate and critically analyse information and experiences, communicate independent judgments, and articulate reasoned arguments through reflection, review, and evaluation;
· create a coherent structure, underpinned by a theoretical framework, which appropriately communicates their ideas, and shows their ability to source, navigate, select, retrieve, evaluate, reflect on, manipulate, and manage information and data from a variety of sources;   
· Anticipate and accommodate change and work within the context of ambiguities, uncertainties and unfamiliarity.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

The topic of the Independent Inquiry is chosen, in any relevant and appropriate area of study, by the student, and the structure and focus negotiated with their Independent Inquiry tutor. 

Students receive guidance in both lectures and tailored tutorials on: 

· Appropriateness of research
· Research Methods
· Planning and Structure
· Effective written communication skills
· Developing and extending a critical point of view
· Strategies for structuring research data in a coherent argument 
· Acknowledgement of sources (References and Bibliography) 
· Presentation
· Organisation of time
· Using a tutorial effectively

Study Time Allocation

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	24
	12

	Independent learning
	176
	88

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Written Document
	6000 words
	100%



Assessment Summary

	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%



READING LIST

	Module Code
	ADAD6001

	Module Title
	Independent Inquiry 

	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Cottrell, S. (2011) Critical Thinking Skills: Developing Effective Analysis and Argument. London: Palgrave Macmillan.
	☐

	Essential
	Weyers, J. & McMillan, K. (2011)How to Write Dissertations & Project Reports. London: Prentice Hall. 
	☐

	Essential
	Schön, D. A. (1987). Educating the reflective practitioner: Toward a new design for teaching and learning in the professions. San Francisco.
	☐

	Further
	Sharples, I. (1998) How We Write: Writing as Creative Design. London: Routledge.
	☐

	Further
	Tonfini, G. (2000), Writing as a Visual Art. Abridged by James Richardson. Exeter: The Scarecrow Press.
	☐

	Further
	Few, S. (2012) Show Me The Numbers: Designing Tables and Graphs to Enlighten. London: Analytics Press.
	☐

	Further
	Hartley, J. (2008) Academic Writing and Publishing: A Practical Handbook. London: Routledge.
	☐

	Further
	Punch, K. (2000) Developing Effective Research Proposals. London: Sage.
	☐

	Further
	The Journal of Writing in Creative Practice (JWCP) Intellect Books 
	☒

	Further 
	Photography & Culture
Textile
Visual Communication
	☐



A subject-specific bibliography of primary and secondary texts is to be developed, under direction from an academic tutor in conjunction with the student. Since the module comprises mostly independent study, it is up to the student to seek out secondary or archival material in the course of their research. Tutors will guide and strongly encourage the research process, which may include online journals, audio-visual material, artefacts from Special Collections, etc. 

Reflective Writing and the associated skill of Critical Reflection as described by Donald Schön are the springboard to development in this module.   
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