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Critically evaluate an international (global) humanitarian organisation that works within the following areas that value human dignity and human rights.
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Poverty is one of the main issues worldwide that affects billions each year. Poverty targets large groups, families and individuals who lack resources to obtain a healthy and happy life. Some necessities to a good quality of life are having a good diet, having living amenities and conditions which are customary and also participating in activities for their own pleasure, this can also involve receiving good education and a good income (cpag.org.uk, 2019). According to parliament.uk (2018), the percentage of people living in poverty in the UK was 10.4 million, which is 16% of the population in the UK. It is also estimated that in years to come, this figure will rise sharply. Poverty can be avoidable, however sometimes it is not. Many natural disasters are the cause of individuals becoming poor, however, when those whom are living in poverty already when affected by disasters, it is a big issue. According to Compassion (2016), more than 1.3 million individuals have been killed by tsunamis, hurricanes, earthquakes etc. over 20 years. However, the world’s poorest countries are usually affected the most when devastation strikes, especially those living in rural areas. 2004 was the year that the Indian Ocean tsunami killed more than 230,000 people, whom were all in poor countries such as India, Thailand, Sri Lanka and Indonesia. In 2011, a similar event occurred, but this time it was an earthquake which triggered a tsunami that struck Japan, which is a high-income country. The waves were 30 feet tall which results in 19,000 being killed.

Since 1990, around a quarter of the worlds’ population has escaped extreme poverty. Once families move out of poverty, their health and well-being seem to significantly improve. However, there are still a certain amount who still live in poverty. Nowadays, there is less than 10 percent of people in the world who still live in extreme poverty, whom are surviving on just £1.90 a day, and in some cases even less (World Vision, 2018). Poverty affects all different ages but has the most negative impact on children. Children living in poverty are at a higher risk of stunting, malnutrition and disease. They are more likely to not get a good education or attend schools which are poor quality. There is also the chance children will become involved with early marriage, child labour or physical violence. According to savethechildren.org.uk (2017), in 2015, there was more than 160 national leaders who signed up to 17 development goals in order to end poverty, hunger and preventable child deaths by 2030. This shows that even those higher up are realising that poverty is becoming a devastating problem and something needs to be done.

There are various humanitarian organisations, where the main goal of each organisation is to end poverty. However, one of the most well-known organisations with this goal is Oxfam. This organisation began in 1942, which was when World War II began. At this specific period, resources became hard come by, therefore there was a larger demand than ever before to help those in need (Heyman 2002). It was believed by Kent (2004) that the war was seen as a turning point for more of a demand for humanitarian organisations, which resulted in Oxfam being created. 

Oxfam is a global establishment, that involves millions of individuals who have the same belief, poverty is not certain. In last year alone, Oxfam transformed the lives of 14 million people around the world, especially those who have foreseen natural disasters such as earthquakes, tsunamis and flooding. Oxfam helps people all around the world by protecting families who are fleeing their homes for safety, help children get a positive future without poverty, battling hunger worldwide, making sure people have clean water and help people have decent sanitation. Oxfam supports 1 in 10 women, men and children in humanitarian crises. In 2015, they gave 13.7 million people humanitarian aid, 55% of which were females (Oxfam, 2015).

Oxfam has many strengths such as it has helped many lives, to be precise 14 million in the years of 2016-2017 (Oxfam, 2019). Which shows that the organisation is succeeding in achieving their goal, to end poverty. However, a lot more is to be done in order to end poverty all together. Oxfam does not stop helping however, they have many different areas they are trying to improve. Oxfam seems to mostly focus on helping those who have recently come into poverty due to natural disasters, this can be seen as both a positive and negative of the charity. On the positive side, they’re making sure these people get as much help as they can in rebuilding their lives. However, on the negative side is there are a lot more people struggling, and whom have been struggling for a while, who are not getting any attention or help.

Oxfam has helped many individuals escape poverty. In 2016 and 2017, they spent £303.5m on helping communities and families get out of poverty and saved and rebuilt lives after disasters. Their main focus is making sure people receive clean water, work, advancing women’s rights and inequality, which is believed to be the best way to end poverty. However, this could be seen to be biased towards men as they only focus on women (Oxfam, 2013). Oxfam have helped almost 2 million people worldwide, by providing access to sanitation facilities, drinking water and activities to improve health and reduce disease spreading. They have also helped 350,000 people earn a better living by improving their services, goods and crops, and also help them negotiate higher prices for the goods in markets. Almost one million men and women were guided in advocating for their rights and to campaign against gender violence, with more than 500,000 women gaining more access to land and other assets (Oxfam, 2013). However, it does not state exactly how many men were helped compared to women, which again could show they are trying to hide the fact that they help more women than men. 

Oxfam (2015) mentions that 17,000 people signed on of their petitions in order for the government to change laws of refugee families, which is that they can be reunited much easier than before. However, Oxfam is run by the government, which is not stated anywhere within websites or flyers. Oxfam portrays that it is solely run by donations from the public, and that there is no help from anyone else. This is a negative aspect of the organisation. Therefore, what is the need of trying to persuade the government when they already know about the decision. In this case, the government is not going to say no to this change as they were possibly the ones who came up with the idea in the first place, it was just a publicity stunt to see whether people agreed with the change. 

In 2011, a report was produced from Oxfam about an ongoing investigation about allegations of misconduct by Haiti staff members, this included claims of bullying, intimidation of staff, harassment and inappropriate sexual behaviour (guardian.org, 2018). This investigation was only found out recently which could be due to the government trying to cover their tracks, so that the public do not find out. If this was any other charity, then surely it would have a lot more publicity at the time rather than seven years later. However, it is stated on the Oxfam website that they take safeguarding very seriously and if there was someone within their team doing any harm, they would take immediate reaction (Oxfam, 2019).

However, the article that produced this report was the guardian, which has mixed reviews on how reliable it is, as with all media. Covert and Wasburn (2007) conducted a quantitative study on measuring media bias. The study was based in the United States, which involved two popular newspapers, Newsweek and the Time. The study involved employing a quantitative measure of ideological bias, which was in a formal content analysis. The results showed that there was a significant media bias, and that stories are usually exaggerated in order to catch the consumers eye and want to read more of the issue.

In conclusion, it has been expressed throughout this essay the strengths and weaknesses of the humanitarian organisation, Oxfam. Even though it is shown that Oxfam has helped many lives, poverty still exists and there are millions of people in need of help who aren’t getting it. Therefore, more help is needed in order to eliminate poverty all together, which is Oxfam’s goal. Oxfam could improve by not just focusing on helping people who have recently been affected by natural disasters, but also help those living in poverty in general. It is also shown throughout this essay that Oxfam mainly help women with issues rather than men. It also does not say where they have helped, which countries they have helped the most. It also seems that they just help individuals who have just been exposed to poverty due to disasters. Nevertheless, Oxfam has helped bring joy to millions of people lives, which means it is very successful in achieving their goal.
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