Hand rendered cut-through repeat tile
Use graph paper to mark out your tile and to help line up and ensure that your artwork is square (at 90˚angles)
This pattern has been worked as two motifs that appear to drop; other pattern types would work too (see the introductory to pattern types PowerPoint) 
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Step 1:
Mark the size of your tile on graph paper, your measurements will differ depending on your required outcome.
Transfer this tile to tracing paper.
In this version blank space has been left top and bottom so that another motif can be drawn in at a later stage.
In the central space draw out your design, consider leaving blank space in the drawing to cut through a path (see later steps for info on this) 
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Step 2:
Plan a route through your design from left to right, draw this in pencil or you can cut straight through with sharp scissors or a scalpel.  If you have properly considered the design, you should be able to do this without cutting through any of the drawn area, like in the example below.  If you haven’t considered where you will cut through your design and have not left a clear path there are things that you can do.  Ask for help and guidance as it’s hard to explain without a visual, but cutting straight through an object like a stem is a hard no as it is difficult to line up and make a clean join in the printing process.  A more forgiving approach is to find a point where a cut could be hidden or looks intentional, this is bespoke to individual artwork. 
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Step 3:
Cut through artwork.
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Step 4:
Move the top section of the artwork to the bottom.  In this example I had to trim the artwork as shown by the arrows.  If you have used tracing paper you will not need to do this, instead slide the two separated pieces over each other and line up the original drawn pencil lines with the graph paper to ensure it goes back together square at 90˚ angles.  

If you are working with specific measurements for your unit of repeat, you will need to slide your artwork together and join with tape at the appropriate size (see the red lines marked in the next image).
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Step 5:
Draw in the extra motifs needed to complete the tile, filling in the blank space with more motif and elements to make the design flow (but do not add anything to the edges, this is where your repeat will join to make a repeat).  

Step 6: See below 
Trace the design out in a suitable configuration and then fill in your design in any way you choose.   You could also use the technologies available within the department for example stitch, cut, print, form etc to output and innovate. 

The cut through method is useful for creating, borders, stripes, wallpapers etc.
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