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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


As a social worker it is crucial to understand and apply policies and laws when safeguarding adults such as the Codes of Professional Practice which uses ethical principles to ensure that social work practice is anti-oppressive to safeguard the individual from harm. The national Wales safeguarding procedures 2019, also support to standardise practice while detailing roles for practitioners to safeguard individuals using evidence-based practice in tandem with legislation (Social Care Wales, 2014). 


The Social Services and Wellbeing Wales Act 2014 is the overarching legislation used in Wales to safeguard adults from harm. Within part 7 of this act, it details under section 126 (1) the definitions of an adult at risk and under section 197 (1) the different types of harm adults should be safeguarded from such as abuse and neglect. Abuse can be any form of physical, sexual, psychological, emotional or financial and the term neglect indicates that a person's essential physical, emotional, social, or psychological needs are not being met, which is likely to damage their wellbeing (Betts and Thompson, 2016). 

Under section 126 (2) if there is reasonable cause to suspect an adult is at risk enquiries should be made and outcomes recorded within seven days. This data is shared with local adult safeguarding boards to ensure adults in need of care and support or are at risk are safeguarded correctly. The main objective of these boards is to improve services for those in need of protection (Eastriding, 2024). Similarly, the National Independent Safeguarding Board advises Welsh Government and works with safeguarding boards to protect adults from harm.

Additional laws such as the Mental health (Wales) Act 2010 (MHWA), the Welsh Language Measure Act 2014 (WLMA) and the Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 (FGWA) are also part of Welsh legislation which is considered and applied to safeguard adults (Williams, 2011). For example, the FGWA places responsibility on public bodies for better decision making to prevent issues from occurring (Welsh Government, 2024). 

When working with adults with mental health difficulties, the Mental health Act 1983, MHWA 2010 places a duty on local authorities about the assessment and treatment of mental health. The Mental Capacity Act 2005 also empowers adults to continue to have control over their life. Therefore, if an individual chooses to remain at risk if they have capacity, then it is within their rights to do so, which disempowers social workers to safeguard the individual from harm (Golightly, 2014).

The Human Rights Act 1998 is also a law always applied when working with adults. This law comprises of sixteen rights ranging from the right to life, freedom from torture and slavery. These rights are woven within the SSWWA and are used to safeguard adults from harm (Brammer, 2020). 

The equality Act 2010 states it is unlawful to discriminate against certain protected characteristics. The United Nations of principles for Older Persons 1991, safeguards older people to have independence, participation, care and self-fulfilment (Social Care Wales, 2024). Disabilities are also a protected characteristic by the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities where it is paramount to protect and promote the human rights of disabled people. Therefore, these factors should be considered when making enquiries as failing to do so may cause more harm to the adult in need of safeguarding.  
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work.


The main fundamental difference when safeguarding a child to safeguarding an adult is that a practitioner will need to consider the rights of the adult to make unwise decisions despite being aware of the risks (Dixon, 2023). Whereas the child’s safety is the main focus when safeguarding children from harm (Frost and Parton, 2009). 

For example, if an individual was in a domestic abusive relationship, they could be offered a Claire’s law disclosure to protect them from harm and possibly end the relationship, but it is still the adult’s choice as to if they would like to remain in that relationship despite being aware of the potential harm. Adults may also refuse an assessment and support from social services. Whereas if there is suspicion of a child suffering or likely to suffer abuse or neglect then a section 47 enquiries must be undertaken (Carr and Goosey, 2021). 

Therefore, although social workers aim to protect individuals from physical and emotional harm, neglect, or financial abuse it is not always possible to do so with adults. This is due to adults having the right to make their own choices no matter what their age or abilities unless they were deemed not to have capacity under the Mental Capacity Act 2005 (Pritchard, 2009).  

Children also have the right to their voice being heard and considered within decision making reflecting on the best interests of a child. The Gillick competency and Fraser guidelines also support practitioners to balancing the children's wishes and the responsibility to keep them safe (The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC), 2022). 

However, if it is deemed that a child’s wishes would be placing them at harm then legislation would be implemented to prevent this from happening and to safeguard the child from significant risk. This is not in adherence of policies such as the code of professional practice offering the child voice and control which may seem oppressive. However, safeguarding a child from significant harm is always paramount (Brayne and Carr, 2013). 

Therefore, although children are a protected age group it demonstrates that a child is also discriminated because of their age as they are not solely able to make their own decisions when it comes to risk. This is unlike adults as age is a protected factor within the equalities Act 2010.
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