This essay will describe and explore the theory of Marxism, the lives and work of Karl Marx and Friedrick Engels, the differences in their lives and how working together they developed economic and political theories that became known as Marxism. In contemporary terms, communist North Korea and capitalist South Korea will be compared, identifying the ways in which the lives of the inhabitants vary. The roots of Marxism will be described from the beginning of the Russian Revolution, to how Lenin came to power and was succeeded by Stalin and the fall of Communist Russia.  George Orwell’s Animal Farm, an allegory on Stalin’s Soviet Russia, will also be considered.
Bookcaps (2011) recounts that Marx was born on 5th May 1818 and describes the Jewish Marx family as comfortably well off.  Marx’s father was a lawyer and his parents converted from Judaism to Lutheranism to make it easier for his father to practice law and escape the antisemitism of the Nazis. Marx renounced all religion and declared himself to be an atheist at a young age.
Singer (1980) stated Marx was home schooled and attended the University of Bonn to study law, transferring to the University of Berlin where his studies turned from Law to Philosophy under Georg Wilhelm Friedrich von Hegel. Hegel was considered an Idealist believing concepts and ideas were the world’s foundation not material things. Marx was influenced by Hegel whilst studying under him at the University of Berlin and he began to critique economics, authority, religion and politics. Later both Marx and Engels joined The Young Hegelians who believed Hegel’s End of History theory conflicted with aspects of his philosophy. The young Hegelians reinterpreted Hegel’s work to try and prove that religion was the ruling class and needed to be rebelled against, attacking the Christian church to undermine the Prussian Government. Marx came to believe that the real ruling class consisting of capitalists, and land and business owners were hiding behind religion. Marx said that God alienated people from their own human characteristics by stopping people trying to reach their highest potential as only God is perfect.
Singer (1980) explains that the death of his father meant that Marx had to concentrate on finding a proper career that would support his family. Marx began working on a thesis in the hope of getting a university lectureship. His thesis was completed and accepted in 1841 however it did not result in the offer of any lectureships. Marx considered teaching but changed his mind as the government began to remove radicals from teaching positions. Instead he wrote about social, political and philosophical issues for a liberal newspaper, The Rhenish Gazette and co-edited Annals which took him to Paris in 1843, where he mixed with radicals and socialists. Due to the communist and revolutionary ideas in the paper, an arrest warrant was issued for the editors of Annals by the Prussian government and Marx was unable to return to Germany. With increasing pressure from the Prussian government on the French to do something about the German Communist living in Paris, an expulsion order was issued. Marx and his family moved to Brussels where he organised a communist correspondence committee to help keep communists around the world in touch. Whilst he was in Brussels, Marx gained a contract to produce a book, Das Kapital, a critical analysis of economics and politics, by the summer of 1845 which he did not complete at this time.  
Singer (1980) states that Marx met Friedrick Engels for the first time whilst in Berlin in 1841. Bookcaps (2011) describes Engels as being born in 1820 in Germany to a staunch Christian family who owned a textile factory. Engels became a business apprentice despite his criticism of capitalism due to the pressure of his father. At the age of twenty he rebelled and left the business and became a freelance journalist under the pseudonym F. Oswald, before moving to Manchester to manage the factory his father owned there. Here he was appalled by the exploitation (as he saw it) of the workers and poor working conditions and wrote a booked titled The Condition of the Working Class in England. This is the book he took to Paris in 1884 to show Marx. Marx and Engels realised they had similar viewpoints and started to write together, Engels contributing to an Annal newspaper article which was said to affect Marx’s own economic thinking and contributed to Marx’s first book in 1845, The Holy Family, which criticised the Young Hengels.
Singer (1980) writes that Engels was helping Marx financially which he did to different degrees for the rest of his life. In 1847 Marx was able to attend the newly formed Congress of the communist league and long debates took place on how communism would come about. Engels put the doctrines of the league into The Manifesto in 1848.
 Singer (1980) explains that as a result of the French revolution, the new French government revoked Marx’s expulsion order, allowing Marx to travel to Paris and then to Berlin. There Marx raised money to start a paper supporting the democratic movements which sparked the revolution. As the Prussian monarchy reasserted itself with the revolution failing, Marx found himself no longer welcome in France, so moved to England in 1849 where he spent the rest of his life. Marx lived in poverty to begin with, receiving intermittent funds from Engels.  Eventually he received inheritances from his family and spent the rest of his life producing the first volume of Das Kapital which he published himself.   Subsequent volumes of the work were edited by Engels after the death of Marx in 1883.     
Bookcaps (2011) describe Marx and Engels developing an analysis of history and socialism based on materialism, now known as historical materialism in which social being precedes social consciousness meaning a person can be socially conscious only after experiencing society first hand.
Bookcaps (2011) states that Marx’s theory of human nature and alienation was based on Marx believing that the capitalist society forced alienation from basic human nature. Marx believed that it was human nature to want to create something valuable to oneself as well as society. A person working for themselves and being paid the worth of their work was fulfilled. Marx believed with the industrial revolution people stopped working for themselves, making and selling their own produce and instead worked in factories for other people and became alienated from themselves and were therefore unfulfilled.
Bookcaps (2011) explains that Marx describes four main types of alienation. The first is alienation from the end product, this is where the worker in the factory does not have any input into the design or manufacturing process. The workers are in competition with each other and are being paid a low wage, increasing the capitalist boss’s profits and do not have any pride in their work.   
The second is alienation from the work process, this is described by Marx as the process of working,but having no control over the process and therefore the worker only cares about the wage received for working, not about the quality of the work.
The third type is alienation from true self. Marx believed that it is human nature to want to do more than ‘one thing at a time’ and humans are able to see the end result of their labours. Workers in a capitalist society spend all of their time making a small part of a bigger machine which they are both 
physically and materially separated from. 
The fourth alienation is from other people. Marx believed that instead of working together towards a common goal in a community, industrial workers work against each other for better positions and wages. By fighting for better working conditions and wages, the workers are also alienated from the business owners because by giving workers better conditions and wages, their profits would fall. Marx believed that business owners and other capitalists valued the alienation because it gave them control and power over the workers.  Marx wrote that in order to be happy in life, alienation had to be overcome. ‘Self-actualisation’ in order to realise one’s ‘true self’ could only occur when the workers were left with no alternative other than to revolt to survive.
Haralambos, Holborn and Heald (2008) says with respect to communism, Engels claimed that ‘the State’ did not exist in primitive communist societies, that they were essentially agricultural with no surplus after necessary quantities for subsistence were produced. Engels believed that due to no surplus, wealth for the few was impossible; there was little division of labour and the production was communally owned. When societies produce a surplus, it is possible for a group to become economically dominant and a ruling class to develop. According to Marx and Engels, power is concentrated and used by whoever has economic control in the society and using the economic infrastructure. In class divided societies, the production is owned and controlled by the ruling class.  Marx, according to Bookcaps (2011) says the first stage in the Economic Theory of History is primitive communism, which is the state of tribal societies where the whole village is responsible for raising a child and where everyone works together. The second stage is slave society such as in Rome, Greece and Egypt where there is enslavement of the weaker by the stronger and development of the aristocracy. The third stage is Feudalism, where the aristocrats continue to exploit the serfs and slaves, becoming the undisputed ruling class and being able to demand servitude and taxes, as in Medieval Europe. Capitalism develops as merchants sell their goods for profit to pay for the taxes. The fourth stage of development in the economic theory is Capitalism, which takes place in the industrial revolution when capitalists take over as the ruling class, employing workers to do their production for them creating the working class. In the fifth stage, Socialism, workers become aware of their exploitation, revolt against their capitalist exploiters and take over as the rulers. Marx says this is where the new ruling class would create a society where all people are equal. All of the production would be controlled collectively, and materials are distributed equally to those who need them. Marx believed that because there would no longer be classes and the production was owned by everyone that it would increase.  Bookcaps (2011) states that the sixth stage, Communism, in Marx’s ideal world would be a classless society because of a revolution.  Haralambos, Holborn and Heald (2008) state that Marx believed that in a communist society, the abolition of private property would lead to not having alienation, that the conflicts of interest would disappear and that men would be social beings again. According to Bookcaps (2011), Marx believed that after the revolution, the previously state controlled economy which took advantage of the workers would be replaced by a system of social cooperation and the rulers’ institutions such as the church would disappear. 
Becket (2007) writes that during the First World War, low morale and unrest grew due to heavy losses by the Russian army and a deteoriation in living conditions for the general population. As a result, the Petrograd workers began striking and demonstrating.  In order to quash the riots, Tsar Nicolas II sent in the army, who were reluctant to move on the crowd as it contained mainly women, which resulted in the troops revolting leading to the subsequent collapse of the government. A temporary committee to restore law and order was formed, whilst the socialist parties established the Petrograd Soviet council representing workers and soldiers.
The provisional government suggested that the Tsar abdicate the throne, which he did on the 15th of March on behalf of himself and his son. He named his brother as his successor, who declined stating he would only succeed if there was a consensus of democratic action. Sukhanov (1922) writes that The Petrograd Soviet council, who met in the same building as the provisional government, claimed to represent particular classes of the Russian population. They believed that Russia was not ready for socialism, seeing their role as limited to pressuring the Bourgeoisie rule, to introduce reforms such as replacing the monarchy by a republic, in so guaranteeing civil rights, abolishing of ethic discrimination and the formation of a democratic army and police force.
Smele (2017) explains that Vladimir Lenin had been living in exile in Switzerland and as a result of new legalisation legalising previously banned political parties, he saw the opportunity for a Marxist revolution. Over the spring and summer of 1917, the popularity of the Bolsheviks increased and dissatisfaction with the provisional government and the war grew.
According to BBC (2014) Lenin had clear objectives to gain power using the slogan ‘Peace Bread and Land’. Policies were devised to end the War, solve the food shortage and offer land to peasants. In so doing, Lenin was offering the population ways of combating the Marxist theory of Human Nature and Alienation.
Leon Trotksky was an excellent organiser (BBC, 2014) and supported Lenin taking charge of the detailed planning of the Bolshevik appropriation of power. On October 24th 1917, Petrograd was taken over, Lenin proclaimed a new government of Russia by the Soviets and the Congress endorsed the actions of the Bolsheviks. Lenin ruled Russia until 1924, succeeded by Stalin who went on to rule for nearly thirty years. Lenin was more liberal, allowing peasants to own their own land, whilst Stalin forced farmers to work on state farms bringing all agriculture under state control, lowering standards of living for farmers and peasants as a result.
Acton (1997) states that since the fall of Communism in Russia in 1991, the Western Totalitarian view has become more dominant, with the government controlling aspects of private and public life in contrast to the Soviet Marxist view. Grant and Woods (1994) argue that the end of Stalinism was heralded as the end of socialism and seen as a victory for the free market.
 In comparing communism to capitalism today the BBC (2018) explains that The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea) was established in September 1945 as a Communist dictatorship, whist (South Korea) the Republic of Korea, became a Capitalist democracy. In 2012, the population of the North was 24.5 million, with a life expectancy of 66 years for men and 72 years for women compared to a population of 48.6 million in the South with a life expectancy of 77 years for men and 84 years for women. BBC (2018) reports the major religion of North Korea as atheist and traditional beliefs, with South Korea supporting Buddhism and Christianity. According to the BBC (2018), in the North, the press is under state-control with radios and TVs pre-tuned to government stations, whilst the South have access to high speed internet and enjoy popular soap operas.  Kim Jong-un is the third leader of North Korea in the Kim dynasty and has continued the policy of military promotion, in comparison to the South who received United Nations backed support from The United States after they were invaded by North. The South, following the war had four decades of authoritarian rule when the government promoted sponsored schemes encouraging family-owned industrial conglomerates, leading to South Korea becoming a major economy in the world and leading exporter of vehicles and electrical goods.
Woods and Grant (1994) wrote about Leon Trotsky’s (1939) Marxism in Our Time pamphlet explaining, humanity is at a crossroads, the achievements of science and industry are pointing forward to a future of prosperity and well- being, whilst the planet is being plundered in the name of profit. Mass unemployment which was said to be a thing of the past has returned to advanced capitalist countries together with poverty, ignorance, and war.
Jeffries (2012) writes that Capitalism is in crisis around the world, the truth is the opposite to what was written in The Communist Manifesto. Jeffries argues that rather than the fall of the bourgeoisie and the rise of the proletariat,  buying consumables from over worked, underpaid Chinese workers capitalism is being kept alive.
Jeffries (2012) explains the sales of Das Kapital and The Communist Manifesto have increased in Britain since 2008 when the banks were bailed out. Jeffries writes that:
British workers bailed out the banks to keep the degraded system going and the snouts of the rich firmly in their troughs whilst the rest of us struggle in debt and job insecurity. 
						Jeffries (2012)
This analogy is from George Orwell popular 1945novel titled Animal Farm which was an allegory of the Russian Revolution. Portraying Stalin as the boar Napoleon who overthrows Snowball (Trotsky) taking over the farm using force and propaganda to oppress the animals.

[bookmark: _Hlk512183331][bookmark: _Hlk512183260]Javid (2015) argues that without Capitalism the United Kingdom would not be the country it is today. Capitalism has paid for the NHS, education, housing and railways. It has been the driving force for inventions and innovations, free enterprise, open markets and private business. According to Javid, Capitalism is colour-blind, disregarding an individual’s origins and recognising ability, not what connections people may have. Javid (2015) explains that in a state-planned economy it is the opposite, with the system relying on individuals being told when and what to do and not having choice. The Kings Fund (2017) explains that general taxation and national insurance contributions funded the NHS providing a service for everyone. Wellings (2012) argues that the NHS has a strong support from the public sector which has led to problems introducing reforms which are needed to offer a low cost and effective service.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, this essay has examined the lives and work of Marx and Engels.  The principles of Marxism and Alienation Theory have been considered together with Communism (and one more). A brief historical account has been provided recounting the fall of the Tsars in Russia and the resulting birth of Marxism. The Marx’s Communism ideology was used by Lenin in Russia in his polices of Peace Bread and Land, but due to his death and the dictatorship of Stalin were not brought into fruition. The world rejoiced (REF) when the Communist regime came to an end, but today there is still high unemployment, poverty, and war around the world. Comparison have been made between capitalist and communist Korea.  Javid (2015) explains that Capitalism has been instrumental in Britain, providing the NHS and infrastructure. Free enterprise, open markets and private business have provided the driving force for inventions and innovations. British papers are reporting the fact that since the banking crisis of 2008, Marx’s books have become more popular and portray the bankers as pig at a trough like George Orwell’s Animal Farm.


Reference  List:
Acton. E (1997) ed. Critical Companion to the Russian Revolution, 1914-1921 (Indiana University press,1997) pp 3-17
BBC ON North Korea available at; http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-15256929 last accessed on 22.04.18
BBC on South Korea available at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-15289563 last accessed on 22.04.18
Beckett. I(2007)The Great War available at: (https://books.google.co.uk/books?redir_esc=y&id=CMYbKgcAW88C&q=tsar#v=snippet&q=tsar&f=false) (2 ed). Longman. ISBN 1-4058-1252-4 accessed 15.04.2018.Last accessed at 17.04.2018
Book caps study guides Marxism in Plain English (2011) Great Britain,Amazon.
Fukuyama. F (1989) The End of history available at: https://www.embl.de/aboutus/science_society/discussion/discussion_2006/ref1-22june06.pdf. Last accessed on 17.04.2018.
Haralambos.M,Holborn.M,Heald.R (2008) Sociology Themes and Perspectives 7thed, London, Haper and Collins Publishers Limited.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/higher/history/russia/october/revision/4/ Last accessed 17.04.2018.
Javid. S (2015) available at:https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/in-defence-of-the-c-word-why-capitalism-is-a-force-for-good last accessed on 17.04.18
Jeffries.S (2012) why Marxism is on the rise again, The Guardian is available at:https://www.theguardian.com/world/2012/jul/04/the-return-of-marxism. Accessed on 18.04.2018 
Orwell.G (unknown) Animal Farm is available at: http://www.george-orwell.org/animal_farm/0.html. Last accessed on 17.04.2018 
Singer.P (1980) Marx A Very short introduction, New York, Oxford University press.
Sukhanov.N (1955)The Russian Revolution: A personal Record, ed and trans. Joel Carmichael (Oxford,1955; originally published in Russia in 1922), 101-8.
The Kings Fund (2017) available at: https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/projects/nhs-in-a-nutshell/how-nhs-funded
Wellings.R (2012) available at: https://iea.org.uk/blog/how-to-abolish-the-nhs
Woods,A and Grant.T (1994)The Relevance of Marxism today available at: http://www.marxist.com/relevance-of Marxism-today.htm


11
	
