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This reflective practice looks at my engagement as a volunteer community organiser in the renowned Milton Community Action Group (MCAG) for the Milton Community Centre project. The project was to transform an idle public library into an inclusive, vibrant community hub (Patel, 2022). Throughout my tenure, I principally focused on strategic engagement of diverse stakeholders and relentless advocacy for significant investment in the dilapidated structure. This effort took a full ten years, working tirelessly without a break. The achievement was a dramatic testament to effective ends of asset-based community development principles, delivering experiences on participatory planning and collaborative visioning towards social justice. However, taking an integrated analysis, it is hard to ignore that the basic power imbalances present limits that must be acknowledged and addressed in future engagements.
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Based on solicited observations from the esteemed council, The Milton Community Centre ideas were generated after they’d noticed the long periods with no significant spending for the localites. Unlike the well-known safe communities was facing a huge fluctuation in the demands of the population facilitated by significant changes in Australia’s demographics notably, the ageing population and the culturally and linguistically diverse population (Milton City Council, 2021). The audiences for the youth clubs, cultural institutions, retired groups had become scarce due to lack of places for them to conveniently meet and address important community issues and make important community decision or participate in productive projects. Contrary, the Milton Library building warrants to be rebuilt under the principles presented by the community development literature. That is, putting renewed resources into the public infrastructure possibly offers large social capital advantages (Foot & Hopkins, 2010). The latter research itself suggests that mounting third places a rebirth in the sense of communal identity, boasts grassroots educational initiatives, offers substantial employment opportunities, combats the human epidemic of social isolation, and physically increases personal well-being (Oldenburg & Brissett, 1982).
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The Milton Library renovation has been executed due to the need to create an author’s-ethic architecture which could be moulded and transformed according to wide spectrum of socio-cultural congregations, skills development workshops, educational seminars, public discourse platforms and day-to-day recreational exploits. The primordial sustainability, inclusivity and collaborations as pronounced fundamental tenets of the development endeavours by the distinguished council report (Milton Council, 2021) – has been the central motive of the spatula’s development objective. The spatial entity is aimed at advancing personal liberties and self-regulation in any societal unit; this is within the capabilities approach as postulated by Clark et al (2021). Participatory planning in the above context entails the fact that, people are esteemed collaborators in the restoration process and not mere target groups of restoration initiatives imposed from “above” (Sirianni, 2009). Active involvement of an individual in decision-making processes that affect their immediate environment has been alluded to enhanced engagement, democracy relevance and the feeling of an all-time responsibility to jointly owned community assets (Krasny & Mina, 2021). Genuine empowerment involves distributing relevant readily understood knowledge using inclusive discourse, however, the above sharing procedure should be feeds in from institutional partners voluminous outward very attentive reception at the “community/partners” end.
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For the last ten years, I have been volunteering enthusiastically for the MCAG as a defender. As part of my personal advocacy work, I have been signing petitions, collecting signatures, distributing fliers with information, raising funds, and working with those in the local government who support my position and other defenders. As part of this action, I organized public meetings with community members. The community workshops on the concept of the planning and programming for the library were conducted after proper permissions were obtained. For this job, I will prepare mailers, coordinate times and places for the meetings with the facility liaison, work with the various groups on their specific concerns in program and write a report for the architects summarizing the interests of the various groups. I frequently meet with different cultural organizations to encourage their participation and involvement in the dialogue. With the chief planner, I have further refined my revisions, which agree with the goals described in this comprehensive planning document, through various meetings. This group has influenced my thinking significantly through my interactions, extensively, with them.
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For the past ten years, I have devoted myself completely to this high-minded endeavours of volunteerism. Within an organization like that of MCAG there are many opportunities for activity … in fact almost a wide-open field triggered by voluntary membership (Volunteer Service). The strength of this commitment has been put to the task of actively rallying support from among my fellow citizens for what is one lofty project and important idea--the library proposal. So, my own grass-roots work involved a kind of advocacy, including petitioning, printing up public pamphlets describing the situation to win people's understandings first and then financial support; we also made appeals or tried exerting pressure on relevant departments. This kind of doing things had some successes as well. When the appropriate clearance was obtained, I organized a series of activity workshops to encourage residents themselves and actively participate in isolating out design controls. Responsibilities of the project are thus half serious, including promotion at a high strategic level, coordination of planning for the exhibition space selected as required by function (disease), maintenance and creation of channels to undertake interactive discussion with participation from all interested parties in architecture. The other 50 % involves systematic collection cautionary advice that can be fed back into architectural design work groups themselves.
I often held talks with various ethnic groups to do my utmost in encouraging them to take part more actively, both vocally and as listeners. We worked closely with the principal architect in finding solutions, and after a bit of hard work came to an understanding over which alterations would be made while still bearing Hardy's original intentions for this complete planning project as comprehensively conceived piece overall. My world view has been guided by intense, extensive interaction with this group of people.
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The broad community involvement, including young people exchanging skills at the centre and seniors being part of reading culture circles for social elders in action and prominent reminders on traditional cultural holidays such as Chinese New Year are both good examples of these results. These techniques achieve a sense of possession among the local people and can give them strength. According to unofficial council statistics, the number of users is 25 % ahead of forecasts. However, the impact evaluations would have been more accountable if they had incorporated some formal process (Milton Council 2021). However detached academics believe that where private funds go, there is little chance of physical regeneration initiatives changing the basic distribution of power or weight given to decisions (Sirianni 2009).
Perhaps relying solely on these media (e.g., Facebook, Weibo) to spread promotional messages means that there was a subtle bias against the socially disadvantaged who had less digital access resources than normal people could swipe for free and begin following my fan pages with purposeful intent. Despite the time-consuming nature of such methods, according to Sterling (2005), there is no other way than through intensive communication to fully understand individuals 'grizzled outlook and obtain their consensus. Only then can one effectively integrate the interests they have at stake into institutional deliberative processes about shared issues. Therefore, to enhance the volume and content of two-way communication, there is a need for more emphasis foods highlights such as can be given our local issues. Citizens 'juries, citizen governments, participatory budgets-all these can be put into practice in this way. The division of authority and manipulation by interest groups could well disappear through the decentralisation of rule-determination from one central site to many local sites.
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If you look at it like this, many methods appear to be very noble in intent but in fact end up propping up existing systems of power. In terms of process, the time-limited workshop model shows some features that indicate how community contributions can meet the requirements of an institution. (Bang offers two examples; life and practice are teaching 2020) True empowerment requires abandoning the power to decide objectives, in hopes that people can value so-called “aboriginal knowledge ” and choose a direction which may be chaotic or not as conformed.
Despite the praiseworthy lobbying effort and utilization rate, careful research shows that although this well- motioned facility is quite bright (Kretzmann & McKnight 1993), in fact it may also cover over unchecked structural marginalisation. In fact, just as apparently there is no mechanisms for generating long-term jobs--or to buy back land titles. The area remains home to many unemployed people. If community development doesn't end up with genuine power being transferred back into the hands of local peoples, then it may come online just to be a shallow action placing all decisions in party-dominated politics.
[bookmark: _Toc154088214]Strategies for Future Practice


Despite this, the Milton Quality of life resources centre is a flexible and comprehensive building that provides an example for all kinds of people who have become ﹘ isolated or lost their sense of belonging in society up until now. To reduce the marginalization felt by indigenous communities, it would perhaps be useful if they were to participate in some long-term cooperative ventures that have as their prerequisite rethinking relationships of power and nurturing mutual trust. Wallerstein and Duran (2003) point out that the purpose of these projects is to achieve reciprocal support between society at large, while community building activities will spur active involvement. Greetings, Stairmaster So and so Dear Respected Sister-in-Law.
It is also possible to create permanent forums related to public discourse sets and the distribution of budgets, opening up channels and providing support so that efficient resource allocation can take into account fixed local needs. Community youth workers are ideally placed to facilitate and take part in collaborative research projects that explore the complex interrelations between local issues which demand immediate attention, such as unemployment once again coming ever closer on the heels of a cooling economy, together with our increasingly serious problem of climate instability. These are the kinds of projects that may be tackled by community youth workers. Ledwith argues that if people can develop understanding of the global factors involved in localized crises, they are much more able to unite--and without such collective action many issues promoting social justice will remain just a moving target.
It also opens the possibility of having established forums that are entirely devoted to public-interest dialogues on budget allocations, aiming at spreading information and giving flesh and bone people to allow fair allocation suitable for certain local needs. Joint investigative work into the complex relationships between these desperate local problems and today's increasingly measured threat of climate instability has great potential to reveal many answers. Community workers can through this type of conclusive research become players, those who enable rather than just conductress being fans on the sidelines. Youth vanguard the role that community youth workers have played in political change is significant-ab Community youth servants can try these things out. A critical understanding of global forces which underlie localized problems makes them increasingly amenable to being pulled together, while engaging in collective enterprise that is directed at activating social justice through availing alternative perspectives (Ledwith 2020).
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But despite the success of such effort in rescuing a cabal shunned asset into a diverse public space, this detailed report shows that all corresponding efforts have been unable to resolve the common state of exclusion. If one focuses only on the physical environment, they risk missing out overarching structural errors that have long been set in place. Perhaps the community could do better job in confronting real-situation problems if it would set up some kinds of channels or venues (meetings, conferences) to engender power sharing and collective problem solving. So, I hope that by adopting these types of research methods which allow people to choose the focus for themselves, in my work into the future one area will be paying attention to those who are disadvantaged. He believes that the research results also have made it clear that if lasting change is to occur in society, some power must be accorded local community organizations regarding resources and selection of what will or won't get done.
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