Children's education and related changes, abuse and domestic violence legal changes and the presentation of children's rights between 1945 and 2022.



The changes in the law and regulations concerning children between the years of 1945-2022 are enormous, and each of the laws gives the opportunity to protect children from abuse by caregivers. The essay will cover just a few of the things that shocked the public and made children much better protected today by changing laws. Education was also changed so that parents could easily let their children go to school without worrying about costs. Education used to be less popular and accessible to children because of the costs involved, and children had to work instead of learning.
Education Act 1944. Post-war school programmes in Britain were designed to address the remaining inequalities in the system. However, when free places were offered to poorer children, parents often had to refuse because of the extra costs involved in letting their child go to school. The Education Act 1944 was administered by Parliament under Education Secretary RA Butler. Similar legislation was introduced in Scotland in 1945. The law guaranteed free secondary education for all pupils. The local education authority (LEA) was forced to present a suggestion to the new Ministry of Education to reorganise secondary education within its area. Most LEAs sought to establish the three main 'trends' with levels of education - medium, high, Modern-day and technological- recommended in Sir Williams Spen ' 1938 report. At the age of 11, children were subjected to a test called the '11 plus'. It had to ensure that children had equal opportunities in all areas of life. The school departing age has been elevated to 15, although the stated intention of 16 was not realised until 1972 ( Gillard, D)

When Margaret Thatcher became Prime Minister in 1979, there was no national curriculum. There was no specific tracking of results by teachers or schools who could then decide whether to publish exam results. The abolition of age 11+ in 1976 resulted in an increase in the number of children in one general education school building.  On the other hand, secondary schools were not abolished, but pupils were still admitted on the basis of their academic ability, setting their own examinations and admission criteria. In the 1980s, education was focused on a liberal approach, which was seen as promoting creativity. However, more than half of the British population left school without a qualification in the 1980s. In 1988, the National Curriculum was launched to bring about change. In the late 1980s and 1990s, increased standards and state examinations dominated education as successive governments pushed for this. However, these changes failed to have the desired effect often showing a lack of respect for the skills and experience of teachers and suggesting that government ministers could do a better job of deciding what and how young people should learn ( Participation, E. 1988).

   
In the 1990s, 'hours' began to be used for reading, writing and arithmetic. These were specific periods in which pupils developed their reading, writing and mathematics skills. The headline targets set for teachers were to raise teaching standards in all schools. When Tony Blair was in power, his mantra of “Education, education, education!” showed that he believed education was the key to emancipating young people and earning an income that would provide them with a decent standard of living. Therefore, many people chose to study at university, and as the number of applicants increased so did the opening of more universities (Chawla-Duggan, R. and Pole, C.J. 1996).
However, in the 21st century, education has returned to its former elitism. Once again, the rich are best placed to take advantage of the opportunities offered by UK schools and universities. Above all, the increase in the tuition fee has led to a decline in education in their favour. The EMA, or education maintenance allowance, was launched in 2004, which was supposed to encourage people to continue their education, despite the positivity resulting from the aid there was still a long way to go before the gap that has been created between rich and poor children is bridgeable. The lack of awareness and education among children between 1980 and 1990 had consequences and tragic effects in their adult life, for it contributed to many tragedies. They were not prepared when entering adulthood and were not taught the basic norms of family coexistence, the consequences of which were borne by their children (Lawer, R. 2020).
 
The first official enquiry to come to light was Inside England in 1945, was the death of Dennis O’Neill, whom has been murdered at the hands Of Dennis’s foster father when he was 12 years old. Just a year after Dennis's death, the Committee for the Protection of Children, chaired by Dame Myra Curtis, drew up recommendations which dealt with the care of children who could be alongside their parents nor their relatives in England and Wales. The suggestions from the pair of committees came up with the Children Act 1948 ( What have we learned? child death scandals since 1944.   2013).

The Children Act 1948 contains Recent relief measure to help the children within the UK. Under the law, municipalities are obliged to supervision of a child whose parents turned out to be incapable of looking after them, it was an act for the benefit of children. However, despite the changes to the law and the introduction of new laws, children continued to be subjected to abuse and neglect, which resulted in the triggering of the death of children by their parents or guardians. Attempts to help and improve the lives of children led to the development of stronger initiatives to authorise that experts working with children to the Children Act 1975 and reply to child abuse and neglect, which include the Child Act 1975. The Children Act 1975 was based on the 1945 Act and aimed at the welfare of children and the work of independent social workers who had the child's best interests at heart in court cases. Subsequent changes to maintenance legislation were partly driven by investigations into the deaths of children, including four-year-old Jasmine Beckford, who was killed by her stepfather after returning home from care. In this case, one can speak of poor judgement in court proceedings ( Pinchbeck, I. and Hewitt, M. 1973)
[bookmark: _Int_xqYD95Un]In the 80s there was a law to prosecute those accused of cruelty to children. Over time, a number of factors have contributed to the development of the current child protection system in the UK, including a number of high-profile child abuse deaths and subsequent investigations. The Children Act 1989 was a breakthrough in legislation to protect the rights and welfare of children. To make the Act less confusing and easier to apply, the Lord Chancellor at the time hailed it as "the most comprehensive and far-reaching reform of children's rights in living Parliamentary memory". The Act imposed a few new duties on judges and courts - many of which are still in force. ( Ryan, M. 1998)
[bookmark: _Int_vjnvRh3n][bookmark: _Int_GDynL24f]Another especially important step in improving children's rights was the signing of the Convention in 1990. The Assembly involves 54 articles that go over all aspects of a child’s life and defines the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights that all children worldwide are permitted to. It also explores how grownups and governments must work alongside one another to ensure that all children have all their rights. Every child has the right to life Devoid of discrimination of any form, irrespective of race, language, religion, sex, political or other opinion, national ethical or social origin, disability, birth, property or other status” (Article 2). The Assembly should be seen as a whole: all rights are interrelated, and no one right is superior. The right to recreation and play (Article 31) and the right to freedom of expression (Article 13) are as important as the right to protection from violence (Article 19) and the right to education (Article 28). UNICEF is the only organisation for children recognised by the Conventions. The Convention is also the most widely ratified human rights treaty in the world. The Convention has been ratified by all UN member states except the United States. The Convention came into force in the UK in 1992 ( Echr. European Court of Human Rights).
The introduction of the Children Act in England and Wales was also very important. The act passed in 1989 and came into force in 1991. Northern Ireland and Scotland had to wait several years for their parallel legislation; it was only in 1995 that Parliament approved the Children Ordinance (Northern Ireland) and the Children Act (Scotland). There is much to be learned in comparison between the laws and more majorly, from their operationalization. Letters from a Scottish point of view, E. Kay M. Tisdall and Alexandra Plumtree compare the Children Act 1995 (Scotland) with the Children Act 1989. they focus on two areas: children in need and inter-agency cooperation.(Education, D. 1991).
The subsequent changes in the rights and protection of children were prompted by Victoria Climbie’s tragic death. Victoria Climbie, who died in February 2003 from 128 injuries that have accumulated through months of abuse by Marie Therese Kouao and her boyfriend Carl Manning. Despite repeated contacts to go with, police and social services and two hospitalisations, the abuse was only discovered after Victoria’s death. As a result of this report, the government released a Green Paper entitled Every Child Matters and consequently enacted the Children Act 2003. The changes that were introduced abolished child protection registers in the service of child protection plans and the Integrated Children's Computer System (ICS) to ensure more routine and reliable data collection. Operational transformations include the creation of a Director of Childcare in each council who will be ultimately responsible for the safety of all children in their area. A common assessment framework has been created so that health, education, and police staff can initiate better support for families who do not meet the child protection threshold. ( Assets: How they work 2003)
 
The legal guidance of The Children Act 2004 reads as follows 'Working Together to Safeguard Children'. Sets out how everyone and organisations are required to work together to safeguard and advertise the welfare of children and young people in line with appropriate legislation. It was last improved in July 2018, reflecting changes made by the Children and Social Work Act 2017. The constant changes made to children's rights and protection did not ensure the safety of children which meant that abusers i.e., their carers continued to feel impunity leading to yet another tragic death of a vulnerable child (Ryder, E., Goldrein, I.S. and Devereux, E. 2012)
2008 - The case of Peter Connelly (Child P) The death of one-year-old Peter Connelly (Child P) resulted with abuse and neglection from his mother, her boyfriend and her boyfriend’s brother led to further welfare checks by Lord Laming. in England, the House of Commons debated the case. Lord Laming's Child Protection in England: A Progress Report contains 58 recommendations for child protection reform (Laming, L., 2009).
[bookmark: _Int_30582IUs]In the Partnership guidance first published by Minister for Children and Families Tim Loughton has announced that local Safeguarding Boards in England should publish a review report and summary of all cases started on or after 10 June 2010. Education Secretary Michael Gove also commissioned Professor Eileen Munro to conduct an independent enquiry into child protection in England ( Baby P: Born into a nightmare of abuse, violence, and despair, he never stood a chance 2009).
The Domestic Violence Act makes it clear that coercive and controlling behaviour is domestic violence and a criminal offence. Scotland is at the forefront of pioneering legislation that uniquely recognises the impact of domestic violence on both child and adult victims. The Domestic Violence Act clearly states that coercion and controlling behaviour is domestic violence and a criminal offence.  On 16 March 2021. The Scottish Parliament unanimously passed the Convention on the Rights of the Child (Scotland) Act . This Act is a landmark piece of legislation to make full use of the Scottish Parliament's powers and incorporate it into Scottish law, revolutionising children's rights in Scotland. The legislation aims to help children and young people assert their rights and make Scotland the best place in the world to develop ( Bird, R. and Bird, R. 1997)

[bookmark: _Int_1VlhhnAm][bookmark: _Int_Hp3o302n][bookmark: _Int_qeJKbYgh][bookmark: _Int_LRI1wryM][bookmark: _Int_kw9baiMX][bookmark: _Int_UR8sRQyW]The historical review of education and children's rights presented in this essay reveals a few changes concerning the development of education and the safety of children. The essay shows a few changes that have taken place in the past and in the present to protect the safety of children and provide them with a wide range of educational opportunities. The tragedies of the children described in the essay show the problems faced by the government and the loopholes in the law, which are nowadays closed and in cases of child abuse or maltreatment the penalties are extremely high, one could say that parents or guardians are aware of the legal consequences if they abuse their children. Education nowadays is accessible to everyone, and it does not matter what your social standing is, the government now offers support for the poorest, so that parents are relieved of the burden of school costs. Students wishing to continue their education receive support from the government which enables them to complete their chosen studies, thus improving their qualifications for future job opportunities. Today's children are citizens and are the pride of the nation.





                                                    Refereces
Assets: How they work (2003) GOV.UK Developer Documentation. Available at: https://docs.publishing.service.gov.uk/manual/assets.html (Accessed: October 26, 2022). PP 276-284
Baby P: Born into a nightmare of abuse, violence and despair, he never stood a chance (2009) The Guardian. Guardian News and Media. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/society/2009/aug/16/baby-p-family (Accessed: October 28, 2022). 
Bird, R. and Bird, R. (1997) Domestic violence and protection from harassment : the new law. 2nd ed. Bristol: Family Law.
Chawla-Duggan, R. and Pole, C.J. (1996) Reshaping education in the 1990s: Perspectives on Primary schooling. London: Falmer Press. PP 12-34.
Echr. European Court of Human Rights - ECHR, CEDH, news, information, press releases. Available at: https://echr.coe.int/pages/home.aspx?p=home (Accessed: October 26, 2022). PP 5-28.
Education, D.for (1991) Children act 1989: Care Planning, placement and Case Review, GOV.UK. GOV.UK. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-act-1989-care-planning-placement-and-case-review (Accessed: October 22, 2022). PP 22-31
Gillard, D. Education in England: A history - timeline. Available at: http://www.educationengland.org.uk/history/timeline.html (Accessed: October 30, 2022).
Lawer, R. (2020) History of higher education annual: 2000. S.l.: ROUTLEDGE.PP 7-33
Participation, E. (1988) Education reform act 1988, Legislation.gov.uk. Statute Law Database. Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/40/contents,(Accessed: October 30, 2022).
Pinchbeck, I. and Hewitt, M. (1973) Children in English society / Vol.2, From the eighteenth century to the Children Act, 1948. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul.
Ryder, E., Goldrein, I.S. and Devereux, E. (2012) Child case management practice. Bristol England: Family Law. PP 12-15. 

Ryan, M. (1998) The Children Act 1989 : putting it into practice. 2nd ed. Aldershot: Ashgate. PP 38-52
What have we learned? child death scandals since 1944 (2013) Community Care. Available at: https://www.communitycare.co.uk/2007/01/10/what-have-we-learned-child-death-scandals-since-1944/ (Accessed: October 30, 2022).


