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Essay Question B: ‘The stars incline; they do not compel.’

A discussion of this statement in relation to the theory and practice of astrology, using the work of two astrologers
Word count: 3.549
Introduction

This essay critically discusses one of the most famous statements in Western astrology: ‘The stars incline; they do not compel.’ This claim, used by the early 20th century astrologer Alan Leo in a number of his writings, points at concepts of fate and free will in the theory and practice of astrology.
  
Drawing from key classical Greek cosmologies, the theoretical and practical work of two astrologers who had and continue to have a great impact on the use of astrology will be examined. The astrologers chosen are second century Alexandrian astronomer and astrologer Claudius Ptolemaios, also known as Ptolemy, and 20th century Jungian analyst and psychological astrologer Liz Greene. 

After some basic definitions of terms related to the concepts of fate and free will, the following paragraphs will introduce some classical Greek notions of fate and then go on to discuss the works of both chosen astrologers within their time and context. The examination will focus on some instructional texts and delineations made by both astrologers and look at how they mirror the mentioned classical concepts of fate, in order to point out how the notion of fate is represented in their style of astrological interpretation, and the consequences this has for the two astrologers’ use of astrology. 

Definitions and concepts
In the following discussion, different notions of fate in the work of Plato, Aristoteles and the Stoics will be introduced. Beforehand it is appropriate to give the reason for this choice and start with some basic definitions.

For the astrologers looked at in this essay, the use of Greek cosmologies seem to be suitable.  They were current and influential in Ptolemy’s time and place, and he drew on them, as will be shown in the section related to him. For Liz Greene the Greek cosmos also is of prominent relevance, since her use of Greek mythology constitutes a vital part of her theoretical and practical astrological work, with her using Greek concepts of fate as a theoretical basis, as shown for example in her book ‘The Astrology of Fate’.

According to Brady in reference to Frede, the term equivalent to ‘free will’ has been introduced to Greek philosophy only after Plato, Aristotle and the early Stoics.
 However, they commonly used an expression best translated with ‘”What is up to us” in order to imply a freedom of choice, of attitude and action’.
 Fate itself was divided into different concepts. Moira, or the Moirae were fate personified. Plato described them in his Myth of Er as female deities spinning, measuring and cutting the yarn  which is the lifespan of the soul before its descent to its (next) incarnation on earth.
 Then there was ananke, necessity, which in Brady’s analysis of Aristotle and Plato on one hand stood for ‘the logical and necessary result of earlier actions’. On the other hand, as Brady cites Urmson, it also referred to ‘the compulsion of a force and the consequence of how the world was constructed’.
 Heimarmene is another term, variously discussed by authors such as Von Stuckrad who attributes it to the Stoic concept of sympathy, of things connected to each other by way of correspondence, where it stands for a more or less divine law in contrast to other terms, as Brady argues.
 Finally, there was Tyche, the notion of chance in modern terms, which is entirely unpredictable and therefore understood as rather capricious, but could also have aspects of teleology, as Brady refers to McMinn and Soontiëns.

One basic question is whether a concept of fate represents a monist or a dualist view. It is the distinction between the view that all influence exists only within one united realm, and the assumption that some power or influence from outside can act on the plane which is under the law of fate.

In modern philosophy and science, ancient notions of fate have been replaced by concepts of determinism and free will. Taking a compatibilist or an incompatiblilist position means that in the compatibilist concept determinism and free will can coexist, whereas in the incompatibilist concept everything is either determined or subject to free will. 

Bobzien finds further distinctions of freedom in a threefold way: in the freedom to do otherwise, the freedom of decision, and the freedom of will.
 
Plato’s divine cosmos

In Plato’s view, the cosmos is divine and perfectly ordered. By the workings of an intelligent force, an eternal demiurge which is in possession of power over everything, intelligence is put ‘in soul, and soul in body, and so he constructed the universe’.
 Plato holds the notion of a benevolent eternal divinity, perfect and in itself unmoving, but providing prime motion to all that is becoming. According to Brady, this divinity is ‘both transcendent and imminent’.
 The created soul therefore inherits a divine spark, next to other impure ingredients mixed into it.
 The demiurge then ‘showed it the nature of the universe. He described to them the laws that had been foreordained’, which is to say the souls are taught the laws of the cosmos under which they henceforth stand, before every soul is sowed ‘into that instrument of time suitable to it’.
 In astrological terms this indicates that at the first creation, the eternal divine source chooses for us the quality of time indicated by astrological constellations present at the moment of birth. The soul is then separated from its divine source and sent on its way to earth, where it henceforth feels a longing to return back to reunion with the World Soul, which contained telos, as Brady puts it.
 As Plato says, ‘He would have no rest from these toilsome transformations until he had dragged that massive accretion of fire-water-air-earth into conformity with the revolution of the Same and uniform within him, and so subdued that turbulent, irrational mass by means of reason. This would return him to his original condition of excellence’.

So once bound into the cycles of incarnation, the immortal soul has work to do. It has to bring all parts that are not divine in line with its own portion of eternal divine being. In order to do that, it has to deal with its impurities and all other parts of the incarnate human being, such as emotions and urges of the body. In other words, the stars indicate what is to be done within one’s life to perfect oneself, and ‘what is up to us’ is the choice whether we try our best or not. The free will lies within the rational soul which can exercise reason, and choose a more or less virtuous life, which would result in a better or worse birth next time.
 Eventually, as Brady refers to Broadie, it ‘aims to return to its own star-companion’.
 Between incarnations, the soul also gets a chance to choose parts of its fate for the next life on earth.

All this put together, the Platonic notion of fate is a dualist one, and compatibilist in the sense that each one can choose by means of reason how hard one works and therefore how soon one returns back to the divine, with reason being able to rule over necessity. For the astrologer this could mean to help the individual live life according to their birth chart and to master the tasks that are indicated by it. The stars therefore call and incline, but do not compel.

Aristotle: love, causes, and primal movement
In Brady’s view, Aristotle ‘approached the heavens with a utilitarian eye’. Referring to Craig, she takes up the notion that Aristotle was not so much orientated on finding a divine intelligence, but rather ‘an ultimate cause for the “vast stellar systems”’.
 To Aristotle, this cause was the prime mover who or which ‘produces motion by being loved and it moves the other moving things’.
 This corresponds to Brady’s finding that Aristotle based ‘choice upon desire’, as written in his Nicomachaean Ethics.
 So by desire, all parts of soul and body, described by Aristotle as the four elements, are drawn to their corresponding places. For example this notion could be behind an astrological delineation which suggests that a person with an airy Sun in Aquarius should often go upwards, maybe go hiking, in order to feel alive and well. 
Aristotle’s theoretical framework of four distinct causes, according to Campion, helped the use of astrology in describing purpose and function for an individual’s life, instead of signs from the divinities.
 The word ‘cause’ in the sense of Aristotle, Campion continues, is not to be understood in terms of cause and effect. as is assumed in modern thinking and also mistaken by astrologers. Instead, the word ‘cause’ is better understood in terms of an all-pervading universal ‘influence’. ‘Influence’ was divided by Aristotle into three varieties: celestial motions producing heat and light, celestial light in the sense of day and night, and terrestrial processes such as tides, the forming of metals or magnetism, which Aristotle called influentiae.
 

That Aristotle’s more nature-related concepts are still considered and perhaps reconsidered by modern science is shown by Vinci and Robert who describe the effort of biologists to transfer some of Aristotle’s terms into the language of modern genetics.
 
The Stoic recipe: take things as they are and make the most of it

According to the Stoic view as indicated by Gould, ‘nothing which occurs can happen otherwise.’
 Nothing happens ‘without a cause, but rather in accordance with antecedent causes’, as he cites the Stoicum Veterum Fragmenta.
 All that is, visible or not, is contained in a web of correspondences, a chain of life and events. As Gould refers to Plutarch who wrote down much of Chrysippus’ thought, ‘what is uncaused and spontaneous is entirely non-existent’ and if there were something independent, it would destroy order. So the chain of causes is everywhere, if it is consciously perceived or not.

Causation therefore takes place within the chains of necessity, and all parts of the Soul exist only within this framework. So the Stoics took an universal determinist position, as Gould puts it.
 . It follows that if nothing is free, fate can neither be escaped nor changed. The world is what it is, neither good nor bad, because there is no higher being outside of it who or which means good or bad. However, by leading a virtuous life and making the most of it, one can find fulfilment and happiness. Brady notes that in Stoic view, by each individual’s positive contribution to the whole out of a moral responsibility, divinity can emerge but is not something outside or eternal.
 So the Stoic position can be described as incompatibilist, determinist and monist. Looking at astrology it follows that the Stoic view supports the assumption of the interconnectedness of all the elements of life and human experience within a chart. And if, for instance, one performs a Venus ritual for the sake of romantic attraction, it is not the gods one calls upon for divine intervention, but the chain of causes one works upon in the hope that a positive result may be effected, provided that no other causes interfere. 

Claudius Ptolemaios, ‘king of astrology’

In the foreword of a current German print of the Tetrabiblos, Thomas Schäfer describes Ptolemy as a mathematician, geographer, astronomer and astrologer.
 A Greek born in Alexandria, living from 100 – 178 CE, Ptolemy was born into time and place where astrological literature was heavily loaded with notions of the divine. Drawing heavily on the philosophy of Aristotle, which will be shown within the following paragraphs, Ptolemy was to change that.

His work had huge impact onto all so-called Western astrology that followed. According to Schäfer, the value of Ptolemy’s work consists in his collecting and reworking of ancient knowledge.
 His Tetrabiblos, originally consisting of four volumes, Schäfer claims, had an ‘epoch-making impact through its critical reworking of the Babylonian, Greek and Egyptian astrological knowledge of the time [my translation]’, purging it from former religious attachments. It promoted the use of the tropical zodiac, revised knowledge about the fixed stars, and suggested a selection of the more relevant fixed stars.
 Compared to the then popular astrological literature attributed to Nechepso/Petosiris, Ptolemy ‘seeks to ground his view on astrology with the aid of ancient science [my translation]’.
 Equally well-known and more concerning itself with ‘outer’ knowledge about the stars is his Almagest.
In his introduction of Tetrabiblos Ptolemy states his view about the relation of the stars to the events here on earth:

Of the means of prediction through astronomy, O Syrus, two are the most important and valid. One, which is first1 both in order and in effectiveness, is that whereby we apprehend the aspects of the movements of sun, moon, and stars in relation to each other and to the earth, as they occur from time to time; the second is that in which by means of the natural character of these aspects themselves we investigate the changes which they bring about in that which they surround.

There is a direct and naturalistic approach which shows also in Ptolemy’s style of delineation. Here is an example:

Jupiter allied with Mercury in honourable positions makes his subjects learned, fond of discussion, geometricians, mathematicians, poets, orators, gifted, sober, of good intellect, good in counsel, statesmen, benefactors, managers, good-natured generous, lovers
of the mob, shrewd, successful, leaders, reverent, religious, skilful in business, affectionate, lovers of their own kin, well brought up, philosophical, dignified. In the opposite positions he makes them simple, garrulous, prone to make mistakes, contemptible, fanatical, religious enthusiasts, speakers of folly, inclined to bitterness, pretenders to wisdom, fools, boasters, students, magicians, somewhat deranged, but well informed, of good memory, teachers, and pure in their desires.

This is a very determinist point of view. A constellation ‘makes’ very distinctive things. These can be many, but they are definite.

The extent to which Ptolemy’s views on fate are a continuation of Aristotelian cosmology is also pointed out by Daryn Lehoux.
 
Liz Greene – bringing Jungian psychology to astrology
Liz Greene is the director of the Centre of Psychological Astrology (CPA) which was founded in London in 1983. She holds a doctorate in psychology and is a Jungian analyst, and a counsellor in Transpersonal Psychology. She is the author of many books on astrological, psychological and mythological themes which have been translated in many languages. Through her CPA press she also makes seminar material available to the public since 1996.

According to Campion, Greene introduced her concept of psychological interpretation of myth and the use of horoscopes as a means to actively develop one’s future potential into the ‘mass sun-sign literature’ of the time. This approach, Campion mentions, produced many imitators.
 

She represents a psychological astrology which Campion attributes as being ‘dynamic, presupposing personal growth and what people can become’, rather than being only descriptive.
 This is shown in The Luminaries, where Greene and Sasportas promote the conscious development of one’s astrological Sun and Moon qualities, because to become ‘fitting vessels for what lies within us may be the most challenging and the best of what we can achieve in an individual life’.
 Also, being a Jungian analytic, Greene makes intensive use of Jungian archetypes. In Brady’s view, Greene herewith followed in the footsteps of Margaret Hone, who preceded her in the notion that humanity ‘was born into this emergent pool of Jungian archetypes and the individual’s psyche, reflected in the horoscope, was a personally-lived expression of the state of this emergence at the time of birth’.
 But Greene was the one who intensified Jungian psychological concepts within astrology. Jung himself made regular use of birth charts ‘in cases of difficult psychological diagnoses’, which helped him find the ‘psychological facts as it were in the constellations’.
 The concept of basic patterns that are located in a transcendent realm but pervade all existence can be attributed to the Platonic concept of being, which is eternal. In this view, the direction of Greene’s pursuit, following a drive to perfection and living within an eternal archetypal cosmos, adds a Platonic position to her work.

In her astrological analysis Greene stresses that understanding and becoming conscious of unconscious patterns relieves fate and helps us make the most out of it.
 This would be indicating a Stoic viewpoint. It is broadly discussed within her Astrology of Fate.
  Also in her predictive work her Stoic view of fate becomes transparent, as shown in her article about prognosis, transits and progressions. There she states that 

‘Over the years, I have come to believe that a great

deal of what we assume to be fated, in terms of transits and

progressions, is not fate at all – it is our unconscious complexes at

work’.

That some things show themselves at a specific time is only because the issues are ‘ripe and the Kairos, the right moment, has arrived’.

One example that shows some of these views is a case Greene discusses in her Astrology of Fate. It is the case of a girl with autism and her family dynamics.
 Greene explains how there is no ‘cause’ of this autism perceivable to her, but being a Leo in a family full of women that have the Sun in Leo but didn’t find a proper life expression for that, the girl shows something in her autism. The ‘healthy exemption’ is the older sister of the girl, who is forced to take care for her, herself being only above ten years old, but taking responsible because the weak Leo mother is not able to. This dealing with the problem, even though it happens unvoluntarily, Greene understands as the awareness that can help the situation. In Stoic terms, it shows that awareness is helping to make the most out of any situation.  
The role of the astrologer as a messenger of fate is something Liz Greene also talks about. She suggests that an astrologer should in his or her preparation always do the synastry chart of astrologer and client in order to view the psychological dynamics between the two.
 In Stoic terms again, the higher awareness enables better use of the situation as it presents itself, and in the Platonian view this would also mean that both potentials for development would thereby be enhanced. 
Conclusion
This essay discussed different notions of fate, according to some key classical Greek cosmologies, and compared them to the work of two influential astrologers, Ptolemy and Liz Greene, located in different time periods and the related context in which they worked. It highlighted some passages in the two astrologer’s publications to show which philosophical influences they took on board of their thinking, writing and delineation practice, and how this lead to very different approaches to astrology and different styles of use. 
It has been found that a different view on fate produces a different approach to life in general. However, as all the mentioned classical notions of fate will concur, any astrologer will be inclined to choose the fate concept that best fits him or her, according to his or her personal sympathy, be it an inclination to look to God or to nature, to the all-in-one of the Stoics, or be the reason to perfect oneself for a return to the stars or only to one’s highest potential here on earth. 
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