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Within this essay, it will explore and discuss  the importance of lay people in the legal system and to which the extent they make the legal system fairer. This will include the likes of magistrates and juries, their roles in the courtroom and their contributions to the trials that stand in the courtroom. 

Juries
There are 12 people who sit as part of the Jury in a court.Juries can be anyone who is over the age of 18, they are selected from random from the electoral register. They will receive a ‘jury summons’ in the post- a letter informing them that they have been selected- to which they have 7 days to respond confirming their attendance (UK Government,2023). The role of juror  is to hear evidence brought forward to the court regarding the trial they have been summoned to hear. This usually takes place in a criminal court, sat among 11 other people where they will each review the evidence given to support the trial, and make a decision on guilt or evidence. These votes are then used to create an overall vote which is then used as the outcome – if the jury is sure of the defendants guilt then it must be considered “beyond reasonable doubt”-  the judge then decides on the punishment for the defendant, depending on the crime this could be as serious as imprisonment, Cara Fielder (2021)Blog. [endnoteRef:1] [1:  ] 
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