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Executive Summary
The study system of VLE has gained popularity in the recent times, especially during pandemic crises. The universities and academic institutions have been widely adopting VLE into their learning structure for retaining a healthy and systematic educational environment during the coronavirus pandemic. This particular research report is going to emphasise on understanding VLE’s influences in the existing students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David, London Campus.
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[bookmark: _Toc80374118]1. Introduction
This research report will be created to get a deeper insight into the impacts and influences of Virtual Learning Environment(VLE) –Moodle regarding the learning experience of the students studying at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David, London Campus. For the purpose of this research, some specific aims and target objectives will be set for attainment through both data analysis –primary as well as secondary that will be carried out here.
AIM: To gain insight into the influence that Virtual Learning Environment–Moodle has on the academic learning experience of the students studying at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David, London Campus.
OBJECTIVES:
1: To recognise VLE’s significance among the existing students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
2: To assess the challenging issues faced by these students while integrating VLE–Moodle into their academic learning experience at the University.
3: To identify effective methods for mitigating the detected issues for these university students, who are adopting VLE as an academic learning tool.
Research Questions:
1: What is VLE’s significance among the existing students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David, London Campus?
2: What are the challenging issues faced by these students while integrating VLE–Moodle into their academic learning experience at the University?
3: What are the effective methods for mitigating the detected issues for these university students, who are adopting VLE as an academic learning tool?
Research Rationale:
The identified acronym for ‘Moodle’ is ‘Modular Object-centred Dynamic Learning Environments’. For simply defining it, Moodle signifies the robust learning system that is specifically designed for professional educators to broaden the course knowledge within the existing learning management system(LMS) at the university with the aid of VLE. The existing students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David, London Campus are attempting to integrate VLE into their academic learning experience. This implies that certain issues alongside positive impacts will be faced by them(Stiles, 2018). Hence, this research report is being conducted to detect and mitigate any negative integration-related issues for these university students.
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Data Analysis:
This specific research report has adopted data analysis and collection through both the qualitative mode and quantitative mode(Allen, 2017). This is expected to aid the student researcher in inferring final outcomes that have accuracy and effectiveness in relation to the research's true aim(Byrd, 2020).
Data Accumulation –Tools & Techniques:
The primary mode of data analysis has selected the procedure of an online survey questionnaire that will be created for being conducted within a sample student group(Queirós, Faria and Almeida, 2017). In addition to this, a further secondary mode of data analysis will be performed, where a final rundown of the reviews gathered from the sample student group will be discussed in conformation with true objectives and theme of the research(Hennink, Hutter and Bailey, 2020).
Sample Size:
This research report is going to sample ten randomly selected students, who are presently studying at the stated university, for participation in the online survey questionnaire. This will aid in attaining the true research aim(Solymosi and Bowers, 2018).
Ethical Considerations:
This research report is being created after suitably adopting all existing ethical regulations and guidelines concerning data protection. In addition to this, the necessary approval has been obtained from the stated University’s higher authorities for performing the survey through the formal procedure stated by it. Furthermore, the anonymity of the surveyed students along with the confidentiality of the obtained data will be maintained securely during research.

[bookmark: _Toc80374120]3. Data Analysis –Primary
This questionnaire survey has been specifically carried out for obtaining insight into the influence VLE has on the University students' academic learning experience.
1: Do you adopt VLE for your learning motives?
[image: ]
Source- (surveymonkey, 2021)
This particular survey question has concentrated on understanding the popularity of the VLE study system among the university students that were surveyed here. This question has gained a 100% positive response from all the ten surveyed university students. From this, it can be implied that the Wales University students were successfully able to adapt and integrate the VLE educational system into their daily learning experience at the university.
2: What is your reason for adopting VLE use?
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Source- (surveymonkey, 2021)
There can exist several reasons due to the growing popularity of the VLE study system among university students. This survey question has critically identified a few of these reasons. It has been inferred that a majority (50%) of these university students find integrating VLE into their educational system due to its feature of providing a cost-effective technological studying method. Here, it was further inferred that 30% of the respondents feel that VLE’s usage popularity is due to its ability for enhancing their time handling skills while studying. Another 20% felt VLE usage permits effective academic learning. 
3: Do you like studying using VLE systems?
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Source- (surveymonkey, 2021)
It is necessary for university students to positively experience their academic learning. Through VLE system, the attainment of this kind of experience can be observed. This particular survey question has concentrated on the quality of learning experienced by the sample candidates through VLE systems. 80% of the respondents felt that they were experiencing an interesting learning procedure by effectively using VLE at the university. The remaining half (10%) of the respondents outright disagreed with experiencing positive learning through VLE, while the other 10% were unsure regarding their learning experience.
4: What issues do you come across while using VLE for academic studies?
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Source- (surveymonkey, 2021)
This particular survey question emphasises the negative experiences that the VLE system might have given the surveyed university students. The question specifically detects the probable reasons causing these negative learning experiences. 70% of the respondents felt that the real issue for negatively experiencing VLE is the technological issues of this learning system. Additionally, 20% of the remaining respondents felt that the real issue faced by them is the communication loopholes or gaps that present themselves during their academic learning procedure. The last 10% felt that they could not adequately concentrate on their academic studies while using VLE systems.
5: What is the most effective measure for mitigating the issues of using VLE?
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Source- (surveymonkey, 2021)
This question has detected the most optimal measure that can be adopted by Wales University's management for mitigating the usage issues faced for VLE. 80% of the respondents felt that technological training is necessitated for effectively experiencing academic learning through VLE. The remaining 20% felt technological updates and advancements must be introduced for alleviating the faced issues.
6: Will mitigating the VLE usage issues be effective in the long-run?
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Source- (surveymonkey, 2021)
This survey question inferred the long-ranged effectiveness of mitigating the detected VLE usage issues. 88.89% of respondents agreed to this while the remaining 11.11% were entirely unsure about the long-term effects of this mitigation.
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The reviews of the presently studying university students have been collected from online sources for understanding VLE’s overall positive alongside negative influences on their academic learning experience.
VLE usage –Benefits according to students’ review:
[image: ]
Source-(whatuni, 2021)
The review presented above has been selected from the collection of feedbacks that are present on the corporation's website. Responses similar to this have positively put VLE's usage in good light regarding the educational experience provided by it to the university’s students. It was noted that the positive reviews mostly stated that the students were successfully able to complete their university course within the target time by using the features of VLE systems, especially during the covid-19 prevailing situation in the UK. During the time of global lockdown execution, the university students were able to complete their university syllabus and also able to display quality academic performance at the semester end(Kerimbayev, 2016). Additionally, it was also inferred that using VLE the university students were sufficiently able to gain the aid of their university mentors and professors regarding their specific learning courses. The university students have simultaneously furnished positive feedback regarding the specialised and systematic course modules that were created for them while incorporating creative and interactive aspects into the lectures. Furthermore, VLE has permitted the organisation of daily academic tasks, while conforming with the government implemented norms regarding social distancing. Moreover, VLE has allowed the university professors to provide wide access to their lecture notes, thus, making the students' study experience easier(whatuni, 2021).
VLE usage –Challenging issues according to students’ review:
[image: ]
Source-(whatuni, 2021)
Several unfavourable reviews were also collected from students regarding the VLE experience. Some of the detected points included lack of speedy interaction among professors and university students. The professors were noted to be unable to furnish timely feedback to some of their mentored students, thus, delaying the rectified submission of university assignments on time. Additionally, most students faced network and internet connectivity challenges during the online academic lectures and seminars being provided by university professors(Dillenbourg and Synteta, 2019). Furthermore, the distraction element arises during online lectures, thus, disrupting their concentration flow and delaying their study schedules.
Manners of mitigating VLE usage issues that the university students face:
The internet network and connectivity issues can be successfully mitigated if university students purchase faster Wi-Fi connection resources. This issue can further be alleviated if the university professors put efforts towards pre-recording their course lectures. This will not only enable the students with lower network connectivity to catch up and keep track of the classes being taken but also use the recordings for aiding their course revisions. Active feedback can be furnished by university professors for increasing their follow-up and reporting their academic progress. Conducting extra after study meetings or classes for the motive of query-solving will further enhance the timely mitigation of their delayed assignment submission issue(Wegener and Leimeister, 2018). During lectures, the duration of recess must also be appropriately reduced for raising the time for course completion as well as for preventing the disruption of the students’ concentration flow. Timely scheduling their learning tasks and personal revision will give the university students greater time for practising the learnt university lessons. Receiving an improved performance quality through frequent positive feedbacks and progress reports will elevate the students’ morale and confidence to work harder(Stiles, 2018).


[bookmark: _Toc80374122]5. Reflection
Gibbs’ reflective model is being applied here for understanding the academic learning that I have experienced while adopting the VLE–Moodle. This model will be used for effectively learning from the previously faced learning experience and practically applying my new knowledge into my future academic learning procedures(Rumson, 2018). My virtual educational experience during getting insight on VLE’s influence on the University of Wales Trinity Saint David, London Campus has been briefed.
PHASE-1:
Description- I have personally participated in VLE classes for learning the university’s prescribed courses and my overall experience was positive. My mentors were very cooperative and interacted with all the university students during the virtual lectures, thus, engaging the students further.
Feelings- During my entire learning experience, I felt very anxious while feeling simultaneously excited. Through the constructive feedbacks from my mentors, I felt more encouraged and engaged in my studies. Learning virtually also upgraded my existing technological abilities.
PHASE-2:
Evaluation- During my educational experience, I have learnt new topics and manners of learning using VLE. It has furthermore, upgraded my researching and technical abilities during virtual learning.
Analysis- I have understood the significance of self-paced study, while the need for upgrading my presentation abilities. My technological knowledge has also improved through VLE.
PHASE-3:
Conclusion and Action Plan- I can finally state that VLE has impacted my university learning experience positively by upgrading my personal and academic skillsets. I have understood the need for enhancing my active engagement with my peers and university mentors. Simultaneously, I need to consistently demonstrate self-discipline and concentration during my VLE study procedures.


[bookmark: _Toc80374123]6. Conclusion
The created research report has emphasised the significant influences of Virtual Learning Environment(VLE) on university students. VLE is a widely recognised web-based technological system that has gained recent popularity among reputed academic institutions and universities. This is since enhanced productivity and academic learning experience was observed through the integration of VLE studying systems into the pre-existing LMS course of academic institutions. Additionally, questionnaire surveys were conducted here alongside detecting effective manners of mitigating VLE usage issues. Reflective Gibbs' model was also used here while using data analysis methods, both primary and also secondary modes.
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