Imogen Tingey















[image: ]



































[bookmark: _GoBack]Assessment Component 2 – Evaluation.  

When developing and expanding from the Initial title and starting point ‘The narcissism Epidemic’ I researched one of the artists listed within the brief. I first researched Cindy Sherman and Looked into her most recent work/ posts on Instagram. I found that she seemed to go against the norms or rule book of what we typically see on the platform. Her way of distorting herself to create new and creative characters inspired me to think of ways I could distort my own imagery and create whole new different outcomes. I Began with images of myself but found it too similar to her way of working. When proceeding to research Sherman I found an article written by the New York Times comparing her work to the natural form of butterfly’s.  It continued to discuss that Sherman’s somewhat ‘disguises’ is a form of symmetry and mimicry of what you need to survive, just like a butterfly. This alone gave me a whole new perspective on how I saw Narcissism. 

In our current climate narcissistic traits or actions have developed as a form of survival. Which then brought me to my second piece of significant research, symmetry. Within the symmetry section of my research I explored all areas. From the Human Form, the Beauty World, Religion and Phycology but also where these lie in relation to how I could learn about narcissism.  The most important discovery which helped to steer my project into its final course was, The Rorschach Inkblot Test. 

The inkblot test alone is famous for its symmetrical and random patterns and has been used in phycology and pop culture for the past several years. When I researched the tests original use it was designed to make clear the inner workings of people’s minds. Although it was common that people focus on what they see e.g. Bears and the Female Reproductive System. Rorschach was most interested in how people’s brains approached and identified objects. This research helped me to then re-think my images. For my final image’s selections, I chose photos taken over summer that I would have mindlessly posted on Instagram or social networks. I started by layering them with images of the inkblots to create double exposures. I found that this way of working was too obvious for the project and the bold shape of the inkblots was too intense. As my work became more about perception, I played around purely with the original images and started to rotate and flip them to create symmetrical patterns. Once made symmetrical, the images seemed to take on whole new meanings. The patterns within the photos then begin to mimic objects and signifiers we think we recognise, similar to an inkblot test. I felt that the images had become a way for people to understand their own thinking or for the more narcissistic mind to see what they want to see.  

I found my work was effectively placed among the exhibition as a whole and the area of wall I selected. The space itself became a significant part of my work and a main feature in distorting my images further. As you wander around my piece the composition of the image’s changes and distorts but also rises and flows. Being a corner piece with a pillar it meant that I had corners and edges to place my images.  As the piece develops across the wall it helps lead the eyes to the next part of the exhibition, making it’s placement effective within its area.

Contribution to the exhibition process:

When contributing to the production of the exhibition I volunteered to run the social media page on Instagram. Titling the page @thenarc_epidemic. Once creating the initial page I also designed the logo for the overall exhibition. I put a page of various fonts into the team group chat and we voted on which font worked best. As a group we decided to use the font ‘simple myopia’. The font itself was of a modern theme and faded outward similar to pixels on a screen. We found this was effective in relation to digital culture surrounding the Narcissism Epidemic. I also experimented with various font sizes and came up with a ‘reflection type’ effect as the final title. Once the logo was created, I was then able to make posts in photoshop layering the title over some of the photos that would feature in the exhibition. I posted daily, and also kept the live stories up for 24 hours when meetings and exhibition prep was happening. I also designed a series of countdown posts which were inverted in colour and zoomed in. These were posted every day, a week from the opening. Following the inverted theme, I then designed and printed posters advertising the exhibition and its opening within the photography corridor. As part of the group I also helped to curate and organise spaces for everyone’s work. We considered what type of work it was, Digital, Printed, Framed etc. And placed work accordingly making sure there was a steady flow through the corridor. I also suggested printing the name tags on acetate to create a similar effect to vinyl stickers but for a cheaper expense. My final contribution to the exhibition was the name list featured at the start of the exhibition. I designed it to match the main title having the first names in grey and surnames in black. 
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