Version 1_Cohort 15 
[image: ]

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE in Consolidation of Social Work Practice
LEVEL 6 - 60 Credits
BMPF6044


LEARNER PORTFOLIO
(PORTH AGORED and UNIVERSITY OF WALES TRINITY SAINT DAVID)


	Learner’s name: Abbie Watkins 

Email address: 2116720@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

Learner’s University Registration Number:
2116720

Cohort: 21onwards


 






Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

Although I work with children, I must understand adult safeguarding, as Welsh law provides the legal framework guiding social work practice (Thompson, 20215). Part 7 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) places a duty on Local Authorities to protect adults and children from abuse and neglect (Welsh Government, 2014). The SSWBA 14 replaced previous legislation in Wales and sets out a distinct legal framework for adult safeguarding. In contrast, England continues to use the Care Act 2014, highlighting differences in devolved law between the two nations. The Human Rights Act 1998 has influenced the development of the SSWBA 14 as both focus on safeguarding and promoting individuals' rights, particularly for vulnerable adults and those with care needs.

An adult at risk is defined as someone who is experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect, has care and support needs and because of those needs, is unable to protect themselves (Safeguarding Wales, 2025). Abuse and neglect can include physical, sexual, emotional, financial, self-neglect, domestic abuse, and modern slavery (Welsh Government, 2018). Indicators may be physical (e.g. bruises, untreated injuries) or emotional (e.g. withdrawal, low self-esteem) (Safeguarding Wales, 2023). 

Section 128 of the SSWBA places a duty on all relevant partners to report an adult at risk (Safeguarding Wales, 2025). Local Authorities are then required to make enquiries if there is reasonable cause to suspect an adult is at risk of harm. While the SSWBA does not specify a statutory timeframe, practice guidance stresses that these enquiries should be prompt. The possible outcomes of Section 126 enquiries include: immediate protection, the adult not being at risk but having care and support needs, the adult being at risk and requiring protective action, or no risk and no unmet care and support needs (SSWBA, 2014). A core principle of the Act is determining the adult's preferred outcomes for the safeguarding intervention. This requires a person-centred, multi-agency approach, reflecting the fundamental values of the SSWBA 2014: enabling voice and control, prevention, wellbeing, and co-production (Social Care Wales, 2017).

There are several national and local policies and procedures that support and guide practitioners in protecting adults. For example, the XX Safeguarding Board has policies such as the Modern-Day Slavery Referral & Human Trafficking Pathway, Financial Abuse Guidance, and Lived Experience of the Adult Guidance (XXXX Safeguarding Board, 2024). Additionally, within my Local Authority, there are guidelines such as the XX Adult at Risk Threshold Guidance and XX Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards Guidance. These policies and procedures are created based on effective practice.

In adult safeguarding, consent is required from adults, a principle rooted in autonomy. An assessment can only be conducted without consent if it is determined that an adult lacks the capacity to make decisions. While this may cause discomfort for practitioners, adults retain the right to make what others may perceive as unwise choices (Smith, 2021). The Mental Health Act 2005 provides a framework for making decisions on behalf of adults who may lack the capacity to make decisions for themselves. It is guided by five key principles: presuming capacity, respecting the right to make unwise decisions, providing necessary support, acting in the person’s best interests, and ensuring decisions are the least restrictive of their rights and freedoms.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

· The SSWBA 2014 repealed certain sections of the Children Act 1989 in Wales, but other parts of the Children Act still apply when assessing risk of significant harm. As a result, practitioners must be familiar with both pieces of legislation and know when to apply each one (Williams, 2014). Whereas in adults SSWBA14 replaced all other legislation. 

· When the correct legal procedures are followed, a child can be removed from their home if there is evidence of immediate harm (CA 89, SSWBA 14). In contrast, adults cannot be removed from their home, but practitioners can apply for an Adult Protection and Support Order under S127 of the SSWBA 2014, which allows them to enter the property and speak privately with an adult at risk, but the adult cannot be removed. 

· Unlike with adults you do not need consent if there are concerns that children are at risk of significant harm. Although consent is not needed it is imperative to capture the voice of the child during these enquires to ensure children centred practice (Morris and Gibbons, 2014).  Practitioners need to consider both the child’s age and their level of understanding when determining whether a child has the capacity to make decisions, particularly regarding their own welfare. This is known as Gillick competence (Smyth, 2010).

· Generally, adults can care for themselves, whereas children are dependent on their caregivers to keep them safe. When dealing with child safeguarding a fundamental concept is parental responsibility which are the rights and responsibilities of parents or legal guardians regarding the care and protection of their children (CA 89). Practitioners will need to have a clear understanding of parental responsibility as this will influence their decision making especially in situations where a child is at risk of harm. 

· As discussed above there are no specific timescales when enquiring if adults are at risk. However, there are clear timescales for when actions need to be completed when assessing if a child is a risk of significant harm. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (Safeguarding Wales, 2025) provide timescales for when actions need to be completed. For example, a S47 enquiry that assesses if children are at risk of significant harm needs to be concluded within 10 working days. 
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