Commentary: Ovid Heroides 3. 1-26 by Lizzie Mansfield
This commentary is on Ovid’s Heroides, Letter 3, from lines 1 to 26. Publius Ovidius Naso was a Roman poet who was born in 43 BC at Sulmo. He was particularly famous for his love poetry. At the time Ovid was writing, it was the reign of the Roman Emperor Augustus. Augustus was the first Roman Emperor and during his rule, he encouraged the writings of poets and historians. The audience would have been the Roman male elite, as they are the ones who get an education.
Letter Three is a letter made to be written from the perspective of Briseis to Achilles, her lover. Briseis was a captured woman from Troy who was given to Achilles as a prize, and she becomes his lover. But after having an argument with Agamemnon, Achilles is forced to give up Briseis to him as Agamemnon has lost his own woman prize. The letter is set during the time Briseis is separated from Achilles and Achilles is sulking in his tent, refusing to fight in the war. The main points conveyed in Briseis’s letter to Achilles are that she is begging for him to get her back and also fight in the war, as she believes that him being a strong warrior will make him a better lover to her as well. There is a sense of tragedy surrounding the letter, as the audience has the prior knowledge from reading Homer’s Iliad. They will know that when Achilles chooses to fight in the war again, he will not come back. But the Briseis in the letter would not know this, so adding the layer of sadness to the writing. Ovid directly references Homer’s Iliad in this letter. Using the line ‘why do you weep?’, which was a line in the Iliad. This line would stand out to the audience, as they would know of Homer’s Iliad and maybe have read the piece themselves.
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