Does the existence of evil provide compelling evidence to support the claim that God does not exist?
	If God is omnipotent and wholly good, why is there evil? If there is evil and God is omnipotent, is God wholly good? If God is wholly good and there is evil, is God omnipotent? (Mackie, 1955, p. 200). These questions are worded on the basis that God is real and evil is also real. It seems that if God was good and omnipotent that there would be no evil, for why would our ‘creator’ want evil to have a place in the world? Therefore, the simultaneous reality of evil and God is a phenomenon which has called into question the existence of God. This is something which philosophers have drawn many conclusions from. 
	In terms of moral evil, Davies (2004, p.212) discusses the famous ‘Free-will defence’ which enhances our understanding over how a wholly good and omnipotent God could allow for moral evil to occur. He describes people as ‘agents able to act freely.’ This denotes that evil is something man-made which God has been gracious enough to tolerate by allowing humans to maintain their free-will even when this has resulted in acts of moral evil. It could however be argued that because God is the creator of life and because humans were created with the potential for evil, that God can still be blamed for the world’s evil. Therefore, this defence cannot fully justify the co-existence of a wholly good omnipotent God and evil because God can still be seen as partially responsible for the cause of evil by allowing potential for it to exist. However, Swinburn (2004, p.236-272) argues that God has created necessary evil for the greater good. 
	Swinburn theorises that people’s decisions are in fact Gods choices because God has overall control of the universe. In this case it would mean that all acts of moral evil come from God which undermines the idea that God is holly good. However, Swinburn suggests that a wholly good God can permit good people to allow evil to occur if it is for the greater good and the only way to achieve the greater good is to allow for suffering to occur. Audi (2011) refers to permissible evil such as this as a ‘counterbalance’ which is ‘metaphysically necessary’ for the existence of the greater good. For example, this idea is illustrated nicely in ‘Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows’ (Rowling, 2007), where Snape’s evil act was allowing Voldemort to murder his co-worker which counterbalances the greater good of allowing him to maintain the death eaters trust so he could carry on acting as a double agent for the Order of the Phoenix which saved countless other lives. This shows that Snape allowed suffering to occur in order to promote the greater good which Swinburn suggests is permissible for a wholly good God to allow. Furthermore, some may argue that God could allow the greater good to come about without evil occurring, Swinburn reminds us that God cannot act in a logically impossible way as this allows him to maintain distance from humanity.
Similarly, Hick (1966, p.389) theorised that evil is a ‘‘virtually inevitable’ outcome of God’s own creative work’ which is necessary in the world of soul making. He suggests that God intended for evil to be present in order to allow people to develop and grow by facing inner conflicts between right and wrong. This gives evil a purpose and perhaps justifies why a wholly good, omnipotent God would allow for such a thing to exist. We could infer from this theory that it is necessary for evil to provide a source for good to oppose in order for individuals’ goodness to flourish as kindness is often shown in the face of hardship. For example, when a natural evil occurs such as an avalanche or draught, humanitarian agencies step in to help rebuild communities which brings goodness into the world.
To add to this, if good was not opposed by evil we would not understand that goodness exists as it would become overshadowed by the umbrella of necessity or commonality. For example, using manners would have as common place as breathing and kind actions would simply become ‘things that we do’. Therefore, people would not understand the distinction between right and wrong because the concept of something bring morally wrong would not exist as no person would act in this way. As a result, our spirits would not develop as no conflict would be present to force our souls to evolve causing humanity to remain static showing that perhaps God created evil with this purpose in mind.
This leads us to believe that evil could be providing a standard of goodness for people to compare themselves against in order to measure their own morality, thus allowing them to better themself. It could be argued that this is God’s ultimate goal and by providing a temptation – evil – it gives those who are worthy, the opportunity to achieve the prize of entering heaven if they have lived a righteous life in the face of compelling evils. This allows God to segregate the ‘good people’ from the ‘bad people’ in order to create this heavenly kingdom in the afterlife. This viewpoint can be seen in many religions for example, Islam, Christianity and Judaism in which followers believe they must not be tempted by evils in order to have an eternal life in heaven.
Overall, it seems the existence of natural and moral evil is a necessary element for society to function and evolve. It is also a crucial part of most religions and challenges people’s inner goodness. This allows God to differentiate between those who are worthy of entering his heavenly kingdom in the afterlife to those who must be punished for their sins. Therefore, it could be suggested that God created evil for our benefit so can retain the title of being simultaneously wholly good and omnipotent. 
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