[bookmark: _Hlk56066564]The module focuses on four European philosophers of the 17th and 18th centuries: René Descartes (1596-1650), John Locke (1632-1704), Baruch Spinoza (1632-1677) and David Hume (1711-1776). There is a wealth of material on these philosophers readily available online. The most important resource for the module is: http://www.earlymoderntexts.com/  This site contains all the primary texts with which we will be concerned (and some of them in audio recordings.) The central texts are: 
Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy
Locke, Essay Concerning Human Understanding
Hume, An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding
Spinoza, Ethics
The Descartes text is short; the others are considerably longer. We will be looking at only very limited portions of Locke, but considerably more of the Hume. The Spinoza is long and difficult (but hugely interesting): I would advise doing some preparatory secondary reading before diving into Spinoza himself. In preparation for the module you might start with Descartes’s Meditations (assuming you are not already pretty familiar with this) and then move on to Hume’s Enquiry, focusing on chapters 2 to 5, and 10.
Two very useful general internet resources are:
https://plato.stanford.edu    The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy
http://www.iep.utm.edu      The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy
You will find entries on ‘Rationalists’ and ‘Empiricists’, on the individual philosophers, and on particular themes within them. The entries are often at quite an advanced level; but with selective use can be extremely helpful.

There is a large volume of material that is in some way relevant on YouTube and other internet sites. A great deal of this is not particularly useful; but some of it is very good. I would recommend the following for general preparation for the module:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7dIf7MapuqE  A helpful introduction to Descartes and his Meditations.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/b010mvcp   In our time. Another good introduction to Descartes.
[bookmark: _Hlk55023412]https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p004y28g  In our time. A general introduction to Empiricism, and in particular to Locke.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/b015cpfp    In our time: A helpful introduction to Hume  

https://itunes.apple.com/br/itunes-u/david-hume-18th-century-philosopher/id421362095?mt=10    Open University. A series of brief discussions of particular themes in Hume.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SxGuoyxyKMA  A good general presentation of the distinction between rationalism and empiricism, followed by a more detailed introduction to the philosophy of Spinoza and of Leibniz. (We will not be looking at Leibniz in this module.) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5EYCY_GU29w In our time. A general introduction to Spinoza





