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The above source is the Proclamation of the Irish Republic that was issued by the Irish Volunteers and the Irish Citizen Army at Easter 1916, the event was later known as the Easter Rising. Initially it was presented on the 24th April and the Irish Republican Brotherhood’s Military Council declared itself the Provisional Government of the Irish Republic.  
 
It was signed by seven leading republicans: Thomas J. Clarke, Seàn Mac Diarmada, Thomas MacDonagh, P.H. Pearse, Éamonn Ceannt, James Connolly and Joseph Plunkett. All seven would be executed by firing squad for their parts in the Easter Rising. Each was executed for treason thereby hinting at what the signatories were fighting for.  
 
The rebellion by Irish Republicans against the British Government was crushed in only five days. It was mainly authored by Patrick Pearse although it is likely that the other signatories aided him especially James Connolly.  
  
It was intended to start the Easter Rising and was printed on Sunday 23rd April 1916 on a Summit Wharfedale Stop Cylinder Press at Liberty Hall, Eden Quay, conveniently the Headquarters of the Irish Citizen Army. The next day it was read out by Pearse on the steps of the General Post Office on Sackville Street, the main thoroughfare in Dublin.  
 
 
The language used in this document is extremely emotive and this can be seen right from the beginning. The use of ‘Irishmen and Irish Women’ makes it clear that they are targeting the Irish people and not just the men but the women of Ireland as well. The women’s suffrage movement was active at this time and the appeal to women recognises women’s interest in politics. 
  
They also make no overt mention of religion this is key as Ireland is heavily divided between followers of the Catholic Church and the Protestant Church. The lack of religious elements shows a commitment to religious tolerance and freedom. This makes the document stronger for its purpose of starting an Irish Rebellion as the Protestant section of the population would not see blatant religious persecution.  
  
They declare that the ownership of Ireland and her destinies belongs to the people of Ireland. This possessive language gives a sense of collective ownership of the physical object of Ireland rather than just a metaphorical ownership. It speaks against the long control exhibited by the British Government for hundreds of years. As well as how the British Government has long divided the majority Catholic and minority Protestant populations to maintain control.  
  
The addition of a call to arms for the freedom of Ireland and the promise of an election by all is clearly a call to try and get as much support as possible for the planned revolution. However, the most damning part of this is when they say, ‘supported by her exiled children in America and by gallant allies in Europe’. This as it turned out was a poor decision as it turned this from an attempted uprising into overt high treason.
  
These gallant allies were the German Empire which the United Kingdom was at war with, and which thousands of Irishmen were fighting and dying against. The signatories expected German support for the rising and were sorely disappointed when none appeared.
 
In Ireland today the signatories of this proclamation are considered martyrs of the cause of Irish Independence and are highly respected throughout the Republic that would later emerge. They are held to a similar status as the founding fathers of the United States of America are held in the US.  
 
This document has a much wider significance today when one considers that although the Easter Rising was a failure the southern portion of Ireland is now independent as the Republic of Ireland. This document was the first attempt at achieving this in the twentieth century and the goal would be achieved less than a decade later when the Irish War of Independence ended with a victory for the Republicans.  
 
In terms of value monetarily Sotheby’s value an original copy of the Irish Proclamation at between £50,000 to £70,000 with a copy having sold for £60,000. This shows that even decades later the Proclamation is still valued at least by collectors. The proclamation is still significant today as it is read out by an officer of the Irish Defence Force in front of the General Post Office every Easter Sunday. This shows that even today the proclamation is considered as a valued document in the modern era.  
 
Overall, the Irish Proclamation is one of the most complex documents of the twentieth century. Its themes of nationalism, patriotism and the fight for freedom are all values that are either disliked or admired in modern western society. These values that would play key roles in the later Second World War and that in modern times those of us in the west are taught to view with either reverence or hatred.  
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The above image is of Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain upon his return from the Munich Conference in 1938. It is the moment of his famous ‘Peace in Our Time’ speech in which it appeared that war in Europe against Nazi Germany had been avoided. After the Annexation of the Sudetenland by Nazi Germany an agreement was reached in which Hitler promised to respect the independence of Czechoslovakia.  
 
Unfortunately, he soon broke his promise, and this led to not only the beginning of the Second World War but also the ousting of Chamberlain as Prime Minister and his replacement with Winston Churchill. It is perhaps the actions and legend of Churchill that has put an unfair amount of criticism and blame on the decisions of Chamberlain prior to the start of the Second World War and especially those made before the Nazi Invasion of Czechoslovakia.  
 
The Munich Agreement was controversial. Einstein (1939) writes that ‘And there is no human being alive to-day who can answer with certainty if the great gamble made by Mr Chamberlain was wise or unwise’. He gives the view that the Munich Agreement was a risk taken to try and prevent a war from breaking out. He shows that not everyone in society was convinced that peace would be so easily secured.  
 
This shows that there was hesitancy at least in academic circles that the promises of Nazi Germany were not to be trusted but also that it was unclear as to whether making the agreement was the right course of action. The agreement was certainly controversial as it basically forces Czechoslovakia to cede part of their country to the Germans.  
 
When looked at in hindsight the Agreement stands up poorly in most areas apart from one. An argument can be made that the Agreement bought time for further rearmament but as the policy of appeasement is generally seen as a failure (ref) it is debatable how much good it actually did as less than a year after it was signed the Nazi’s invaded Poland, starting the Second World War.  
 
In the background of this image is a plane that appears to be the plane that carried Chamberlain back from Munich. This hints that perhaps he was not intending to give a speech so soon after landing and that he may have been improvising when he made his grand declaration. The fact that there only seems to be a single police officer near him suggests that it was more of an impromptu or spur of the moment decision than a carefully planned move to the populace.  
 
The move can be viewed in two main ways. The first is that it was false hopes being displayed by a populace joyful to avoid war at all costs. The second is that it is a grand gesture of a man who was horribly out of touch with the reality of the situation that he finds both himself and the nation he is responsible for in. It is unlikely that a definite view on this image and others like it will ever be achieved largely due to the infamousness of it.  
 
Chamberlain’s faith in the peace process and the support that it received from the British public was in stark contrast to the warnings of the man who would replace him as Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, who spent the 1930’s warning that Hitler and his Nazi Party should not be trusted. As we are all aware Churchill was ultimately right but few thought this until after Hitler had seized the rest of Czechoslovakia in early 1939.  
 
There is however a tragic element to this image and that is that regardless of your opinion on Neville Chamberlain it is fair to admit that he was most certainly trying to avoid a repeat of the Great War I which he was too old to fight but would have known about the thousands upon thousands of young British men who went ‘over the top’ and never came back. If one considers his age as well then this may have been the attempt of a desperate elderly man who was trying to avoid a repeat of the horrors of the last war.  
 
Overall, the image above can be interpreted in many different ways, but it has gone down as and will likely remain as one of the most famous examples of misplaced faith and confidence in human history. However, with the tragic side of this taken into account I think it can be fairly concluded that however misplaced Prime Minister Chamberlain’s faith in negotiating with Hitler was, he was at least trying to do what he thought was right and had it worked he could well have gone don as one of the best Prime Ministers and possibly peacemakers in human history.  
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The above image is a photo of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, a famous Ottoman soldier and the ‘Father of the Republic of Turkey’. He was the victor of the Battle of Gallipoli in 1915 and led the Turkish National Movement against the Allied forces sent to partition Anatolia in the Turkish War of Independence. He is also regarded as a benevolent dictator by some historians as he is viewed as having done more good than he ever did bad for the nation and peoples that he ruled. 

The above photo is curious for a number of reasons not least the way in which he is dressed. He is wearing a western looking suit and he is not wearing a fez, a traditional hat in Anatolia. This is significant as Atatürk was famous for forming a modernised, industrialised and secular Turkish nation. This move towards westernisation was in stark contrast to the Ottoman Empire that had preceded which had kept to a traditional, religious power structure. 

The soldier behind him is also wearing a uniform that looks very westernised. The khaki colour is likely western inspired as is the lack of decoration and ornamentation that the uniform appears to have. It is possible that this uniform was inspired by the uniforms of the German Empire as Germany did send the Ottomans a lot of equipment in the First World War in addition to providing liaison officers who commanded some Ottoman units in active combat.   

The uniform appears to be that of a Maresal (Marshal) in the Army of the Grand National Assembly later replaced by the Turkish Land Forces. This uniform does however look to contain a Fez so at least some of the older Ottoman traditions did survive in the new Republic of Turkey. This would have been a deliberate decision as the Ottoman Empire had been deeply unpopular in the nations that surrounded the new republic as many were former territories of the Empire what had been forcibly converted, enslaved and treated like second class citizens by the Sultans for hundreds of years. 

The above image still possesses significance today as Turkey is today the most westernised nation before one enters the Middle East. As mentioned earlier the people of Turkey refer to him as the ‘Father of the Turks’ due to his reforms in areas such as education, healthcare, women’s rights and secularism have made him the national hero of Turkey. 

Atatürk was also a very skilled military commander who commanded the defence of Gallipoli against the British and French forces during the Gallipoli Campaign of 1915. The stoicism that he displays in this image is very reminiscent of what a disciplined and skilled General and soldier would possess on parade and inspection. Even the facial hair that he wears was associated with a soldier in this era although this was more common in the British Army it is still telling that he wears a moustache. 

The colour of the clothing also appears to be westernised as the dark coloured suit with a waistcoat and tie. All of these are dark in colour with the shirt being white and is very similar to what a politician in Britain or France or the USA would wear during their day to day duties. The stylish nature of this suit is also reflective of the high society that the President of the new Republic of Turkey would be part of. 

This suit also looks simple and is unadorned perhaps showing a lack of pomp or ceremony. If true, this could also be an attempt to distance himself from the Ottomans as Ottoman uniforms and clothing for government officials could be quite opulent, decorative, elaborate and expensive. In the post-war era choosing simpler clothing would send the message that he was not another Sultan who often lived in opulence whilst the people lived in poverty. 

Overall, the image above epitomises the new idea of the Republic of Turkey after the end of the Ottoman Empire. A modern, secular and liberal nation that did not just maintain its focus on the dominance of Islam in all areas of life and that was much less controlling of its citizens thoughts and ideas than the Sultans of the Empire. The libertarian policies of Atatürk would lay the base of arguably the most stable country in the east and a country that serves as a cornerstone and bridge between the continents of Europe and Asia. 

The future and direction of modern, democratic Turkey was shown in this image as the nation that needed to move away from the chains of the past empire and into the modern era of the world, a world that was dominated by the Western world at the time and to a lesser extent into the modern era of today. Atatürk represented the hop of the Turkish people for a better future and his decisions to create a new nation from the ashes of a now dead empire. 
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