Independent Project Proposal
My project broaches on the topic of Collaborators in terms of the Women post-World War II in the occupied countries of German rule.  Women during World War II in occupied countries were living in a time where they faced hard decisions because of minimal resources and threats to their lives and those of their family.    With the close presence of German soldiers in these occupied countries this resulted in the women obtaining employment or relationships with the German soldiers, providing a source of revenue, opportunities to obtain better supplies, and increased rations, while other women whose husbands were out absent and fighting in the war obtained security and feelings of admiration from the opposite sex and a sense of security from other men.  The term Collaborator in the context of World War II falls within the description of someone who co-operated with occupying enemy forces, this included supplying information, resources or having personal relationships.  The subject of how women were treated by their community after World War II is intriguing and displays a level of hatred from both genders as a result of personal and societal trauma.  Women were often in charge of protecting their family and communities, but would leave them depleted and vulnerable, so often women had to utilise themselves to survive and for the survival of their family, only to be publicly shamed after their country’s liberation.
This project therefore aims to identify the hardships of women in occupied countries during the Second World War and what influenced them to make decisions that led them to compromise their status in their community.  My objective is to show that women in these countries were left in both physical and emotional vulnerable situations with their main instinct of survival overtook any thoughts of retribution from their society due to ongoing fears and forethought of losing the war
This project will be structured in the form of an essay with the beginning an introduction to the subject matter, describing my thesis on the relevance of the female collaborator in history of WWII.  It will be followed by an overview of what a collaborator is with its progression up until the second World War, with the types of collaborators that were recognised at that period, following the relevant punishments that accompanied them.  The main bulk of the work will be formatted in two sections displayed in chronological order explaining the environmental factors for women within the war which led to their choices in collaborating with the German soldiers in these occupied countries.  This will be followed by an explanation of the events that followed by local communities to identify and shame these women that had been branded collaborators.  Within these paragraphs will be references of accounts of women which obtain by sourcing   interviews from you tube so to identify their exact feelings and experiences of how their decisions influenced how they were treated individually, if not as a group, as I wish to obtain an overview of the mental effects on these women.  I acknowledge that my interview sources may be limited due  to the taboo nature of these ordeals, that most women felt shame and were ostracised by their community thus most of my sources maybe from video recordings or newspapers articles, however this will be emphasising the biased opinions of other nations as it was used as negative propaganda to emphasis the liberation and disgust of nations displaying and fuelling violence. 
Within my conclusion I will assess whether the long term effects on these women, which may have led to pregnancy and adopting out the children to suit societal expectations, has been recognised by their individual countries.  I will endeavour to investigate if more recently there has been legal recognition of the deeds that were undertaken against these women and if they were offered help or compensation for their ordeal.  I will conclude that these women were driven to make decisions based on their wellbeing and from necessity but were subject to a larger degradation influenced by an inherited and detrimental punishment served from higher authorities which were possible masculine viewpoints.
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