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Story Telling 
When you read a story or tale to a child or a group of children it can and usually is the best and most powerful forms of teaching. It is known to offer excellent benefits to children of all ages, starting from young babies, too pre-schoolers, and children of school age, when they themselves start their own reading. When you are reading and telling a story with babies and young children this will promote their brain and develop their imagination, they see the story in different ways, and this is by focusing more on the photos and picture, and the story they tell them, they do listen but mostly pic out the words that they think have meaning, or words that ‘sound’ exciting, it all depends on how you tell the story. Story telling is a great tool for assisting children to develop many different skills, most importantly their emotional skills and their speech and language skills. When the child listened to a story from a very young age it will spark a passion for reading in them and its very important for their development and it can also be a fun activity, again by ensuring the story telling is done in the correct manner. It is important when telling a story that you yourself put all into the presentation of the story, being able to link in different ways to make the story fun and educational for the children. For example, when telling a story, I may go off from the actual story lines themselves to bring in some questions or practice some sounds or songs with the children of things that we are reading about or that we see in the story, to make it as fun and memorable as possible to them, so it sticks, and they want to read again. Stories are an amazing tool for development and learning, children can learn so many different things through a story, as there are so many stories about so many things, stories about different worlds, traditions, countries, real life, fantasy and many more.  
Oral story telling can be understood as an activity that we are arguably hard-wired for, with narrative serving as the organising principle of our experience, understanding and exchanges within the social world (Bruner 1990).
The most important part of storytelling is ensuring the children are listening, because when children listen to story, they will have a chance to hear new words or sounds that can presented in a certain way and the children will be hearing a different variation of speech and this can help them in many ways, especially help them expand their vocabulary. You can share stories in several different ways, such as telling a story yourself, presenting a story like a show, singing a story, and listening to stories electronically, and if storytelling in any which way is done daily it really helps children’s development in many ways.
· It will help the child to get to know new and different sounds to begin or develop their pronunciation, the sounding out and forming of words, developing meaning to words, building on sentences, by listening to different sentences in books, it will develop their language, and it will help develop early literacy skills.
· It will help spark a Child’s imagination and curiosity about all things, as books tell a story about everything, when a child hears about something enough, they want to always ask more, or see it again which is sparking their curiosity. 
· Teach them the difference between real and make believe
· They will understand new and frightening events
· Teach them about the world outdoors and different cultures of the world.
To be a good storyteller, and selling the story as it were, means that you do not only have to read the story from the book, reading a story can just be looking at a book with a child and talking about the pictures and what is happening, this is a great way to lock into the child’s imaginary development and help them ultimately become the storyteller. Reading a story for children also helps with their physical and motor skills, as they learn how to read a book and how to turn the pages correctly, even holding the book the correct way is a skill to learn. 
Reading is one of many ways you can develop a child’s language and literacy skills, you can help with their language and literacy skills by reciting nursery rhymes, singing songs, and these activities are a great way for children to learn especially those in early years and those beginning their development journey of language and literacy. These different activities help children make the learning fun, and they start to enjoy it so much that they ask for these activities in their day to day. 
However, you and the child might make up your own stories and then the child will learn words from the songs. Sometimes you can talk about the pictures in the book instead of reading the words and then you could make your own story up together. This is building on their imagination and what can happen in their eyes, this is a way for them to learn how the world works and for us to see how they see it too.  When the children are listening to a story they are encouraged to listen to others, the storyteller, or their peers when they are asking questions or telling their version of what is happening, or they think will happen. This will enhance their listening skills and their concentration skills will also be promoted as they will learn to listen as they are excited by the story and will not want to miss out. It will give the children the opportunity to learn new ideas and process information, and all this will be done without them realising it, it will just come naturally to them, learning by doing. As you are telling stories to children you will present literacy devices in a memorable way.
Tips for sharing books with babies and young children
· Try and read one book every day and make it into a routine, as part of your daily do’s, start the day with a story or end the day with a story, if you are in a childcare setting, bring it into circle time, or read a story in line with the theme you are currently learning about. 
· Find a quiet place to read this will give the child a chance to hear your voice.
· Emphasise the story, give the different characters voices, make funny noises and different sounds to make it fun for the children to listen, for example snore when the story is referring to someone sleeping. 
· Involve your child by encouraging them to talk about the pictures, repeat sounds that you are talking about, maybe animals in the story or doing words like sleeping, sneezing etc and repeating familiar and easy words for the children to learn.
It is undoubted that story telling plays a big part in children’s development.
Story telling has been around for thousands of years (Mendoza, 2015) and this has many benefits on the child’s literacy skills, it will enable them to develop their concentration skills, become better listeners and better readers while also expanding their vocabulary (Agosto, 2016). According to Hibbin (2016) storytelling not only has benefits for literacy development but also a child’s psychosocial development as well and creates an element of empathy and self – expression.  
However, storytelling has benefits on many aspects of the child’s holistic development. Storytelling is defined as an interactive art used to engage all listeners imagination by using words and actions to create images, storytelling can be done in variety of ways and does not always even require a book (National Storytelling Network, no date).
Read, Macauley and Furay (2014) Say that rhyme develops a child’s ability in retaining words when taking part in reading. It will enhance the child ability and vocabulary learning, and it can actively aid in the prediction of upcoming words (read, 2014). According to the Welsh government (2015), Children from six months of age begin to benefit from the use of rhyme in their language development. Welsh Government (2019) Also adds that rhyme builds on a child’s reading and listening abilities. 
Research of university of Sussex (Bealing, 2011) outlines that a child who reads the same book again and again is more likely to learn to retain more information and vocabulary than children who will change their book on a regular basis this is known as repetition of storybooks in beneficial for a child’s language and development. Reading Bright Start (No Date).
Lucarevschi (2016) Also mentions that storytelling can also bring opportunity for them to develop relevant and meaningful learning, especially for the bilingual learners and this is mainly due to the story itself becoming the focus. As well as rhyme, Frobel’s (1837, cited in Nishida, 2019) theory also supports repetition. Norman (2015) states that Frobel believed by telling stories to children, then repeating them over and over it enables children to create close relationships, all played a part in the journey to more complex thoughts and learning abilities within literacy, such as story making.
When we are sharing books with the children it is not about teaching them to read it, it is about how we help them discover that every book is exciting and can be lots of fun, also showing them that it holds information. It will help feed their imagination and when they get older, and it comes for them to read they will be eager to read the stories for themselves and to others.
In stories we can introduce the difference between cultures and various lifestyles of the world, the stories are informative to children, as being new to the world. However, when we read stories, it can be a great way of helping them deal with real life situations. When they listen to stories they will be stimulated of curiosity and imagination endlessly. Also, stories play a big part in developing the child social and emotional skills, as the children will talk through characters and see how different characters use their emotions through different stages of the story. 
Upon reflection on reading my story to the children, I know of a way I can adapt the story telling to help further the development of the children. 
When I explain the different food’s that the caterpillar eats through his feeding time, I can bring in and introduce those foods to the children, and make the story sensory too, by getting the children to eat the foods too. Learning about different tastes and building on their pallets.
I have also seen that the children were really excited, and I see the magic in their eyes when at the end of the story, the caterpillar turned into a butterfly, now the children seen this in the book, but seeing it in real life will just build on their curiosity of the world and learning, therefore another thing I would do I bring in a caterpillar and we can watch the cocooning process for ourselves and release it when it becomes a butterfly, turning the story into real life for the children, and enhancing their learning on the subject.
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