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‘Following your professional teaching experience, you will need to provide a reflective response which shows your development during your professional teaching experience (PTE) to illustrate how you are reflecting on your progress.  You will also need to consider targets for your future teaching placement’

During the time I was allocated on PTE1, I was required to reflect on each of my lessons and activities that took place.  This allows me to see what teaching skills I need to improve on, what parts the children found difficult and what parts of the lesson went well.  Which then assists me to make changes that will be beneficial for the children and myself, and to also continue to provide the aspects of the lesson that went well.  The LLUK Professional Standards for teachers highlight that teachers and trainers working within the profession should value “reflection and evaluation of their own practice and their continuing professional development as teachers” (LLUK, no date, p1).   Dewey (1993, p15) focuses on reflective thinking within his philosophy, “a being thus moved is, as it were, pushed from behind”.  Suggesting that we must use reflective action to be able to develop.  Within this essay I will be evaluating the reflective process and how it can be advantageous to improve my own teaching.  

During my time on placement, I set numerous targets and skills that I wanted to improve.  At the beginning of my placement, my goal was to get to know the children on a professional level which would help me get to know their ability, personality and work ethic.  This meets the Qualified Teaching Standard (QTS) S1.2.  The standard states that “teachers should demonstrate the professionalism to ensure that relationships with learners are built on mutual trust and respect and to recognise that this will help maximise their learning potential” (QTS 2009).  On my first observation week of placement, I went straight into group teaching activities which enabled me to get to know the children on this level, before undertaking whole class teaching.  I taught the topic of Anne Frank, where children needed to write about 3 things that they would bring in their suitcase if they had to move away like Anne did.  Lower ability children only had to write about 2.  Group work links to the theory of social constructivism where Bruner expands onto Vygotsky’s theory and talks about the More Knowledgeable Other which is someone or something where children can learn from. (Bruner 1978). I would act as the more knowledgeable other where I have the ability to teach the children that skill.  Bruner’s social constructivist theory is opposed by Piaget and the Constructivist view, as Piaget (1936) states there are 4 stages that need to be achieved in order for children to progress.  These 4 stages are:
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I built trustworthy and professional relationships by being involved in all aspects of the classroom environment, even on my first day, greeting children and helping them with work problems.  On my second day, I encountered safe guarding issues where a child opened up to me and said worrying things, I had to feed this back straight to the head teacher.  He gave me feedback that I have made a good impression on the children and the class for a child to open up to me, and to continue to follow the correct method if these issues happen again. 
During the first week, I was able to learn all the children’s names, confidently speak to them and help with any work issues.  (See Appendix 1). Spit et al (2011) suggest that the quality and greatness of a teacher-student relationship can have an effect on how disruptive a student’s behaviour is.  This plays a great factor in another reason why I wanted to make sure within the first week of PTE that I created stable relationships with the children.  There were times on my experience when I did find it difficult to use these relationships to get my point across and to get the attention of the whole class, but I quickly learnt the best way and most efficient techniques to do so.  I managed the classroom environment by moving children who were distracting others, I did this in my observation and my senior mentor was really impressed.


Another target from QTS that I wanted to improve can be seen in S1.1 where it states, “they understand the diverse learning needs of learners and endeavour to provide the best possible education for them to maximise their potential”. (QTS 2009).  This came from my reflection of my first week on PTE, as I could immediately recognise the wide range of learners needs and wanted to meet the ‘sweet spot’ of each child shown in Vygotsky’s Zone of Proximal Development (Vygotsky 1978).  Differentiation can be shown throughout the tasks that were completed throughout my experience of PTE1.  
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Montessori teaching agrees with the idea of differentiation as it allows children to have choices which will in turn allow them to be independent.  The use of my differentiation on PTE1 was effective and I will continue to provide this within my next placement.  Learners from all abilities were comfortable with their work but also being challenged at the same time. I had feedback from my teacher from my observation that I have definitely met the target of differentiation and that it was ‘excellent’ to see how enthused I was to deliver it during a diary writing session (Appendix 2).  However, I gave challenge questions to my higher ability children during our lesson of telling the time, where I hadn’t gone over ‘quarter to’ but gave the children a question to answer.  This is why reflection is important, as you can pick up on aspects of what went wrong which can improve my knowledge and understanding.  Dewey states that learning is a deliberate and active process, where it can come in handy in situations that we find hard to explain.  (Dewey 1933).  Even including an extra minute in my introduction just briefly going over quarter to the hour would have been a great help.   An article by Wilson and Peterson (July 2006) can disagree with this as they believe “learner differences are resources, not obstacles” (p1).  They would see differentiation as natural element of school (which it is) but it should not need to be reflected on, as it is not an issue that should be difficult.  Time also became an issue in partner with differentiation as it was hard for some children to complete tasks on time to the best of their ability.  This was disheartening for some children, but I always made time to finish things off the next day, or the next lesson.  This could be seen as another area that I can improve in with my planning, to make sure tasks are planned to time.  

During my time on PTE1 in year 3, the class topic was ‘Armed Forces’ which included World War 2.  This was a great opportunity to incorporate the creative side into learning, using YCC to show local photos of Swansea from the Blitz, and children had to recreate their own photos. (Appendix 3)

Within the next half of PTE, I will work towards improving my use of ICT and Welsh, which I have reflected in within my ARCS (See Appendix 4).  Another aspect I am looking to introduce within the next block is ‘catch up sessions’, where children who are achieving red or amber rating from RAG, will be able to discuss what they are finding difficult which will enable me to bring them up to green using various methods! 
There are many different types of methods of reflection that can be used.  I used the ARC method to reflect and it has been very useful, as it allows me to ask myself questions to look back on.  I can then see if I met my targets and goals, and also asks questions where I can see why these weren’t met. 
Schön agrees with reflection and thinks that it plays a vital role for teachers.  He believes there are two types of reflection which can greatly help us as teachers to continuously improve.  (Schön 1991).  I used both of these types of reflection throughout my practice and they greatly helped me to improve my confidence, class management and behaviour control. 
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Bleakley (1999) disagrees with Schön as he believes Schön doesn’t clearly define ‘reflective practice’ and highlights that the word “is in danger of becoming a catch all term-for an ill-defined process”.
Overall, I believe my PTE has been a great learning experience for me and also a learning curve.  It enabled me to adapt to the learning environment of each classroom, and also use management techniques that best fitted each class.  For example, in year 3, table points and gold stars worked excellently.  I am very much looking forward to my next stage of PTE and will be looking to improve behaviour strategies.  This will be necessary and more important in year 1, as children at that age tend to shout out and not keep still.  I already know that the year 1’s use dojo points so hopefully if I implement this technique, I will grasp all the children’s attention.  Rewarding children’s behaviour is very positive as it will allow them to see that they are doing good. This is supported by Skinner (1948) as he believes positive reinforcements show children the correct behaviour and they will then continue to act upon it.  This further supports the QTS standard s2.7 which states that teachers “They know a range of strategies to promote good behaviour and establish a purposeful learning environment” (Education Wales, 2009).  Reflection enabled me to get to the stage that I am at today, and I will continue to reflect for the remainder of PTE and my whole career. I am going to set myself another target for year 1, to plan timings appropriately, as I know in foundation phase it can take a lot longer to complete tasks.  This also supports the QTS Standard s3 3.7 which states teachers “organise and manage teaching and learning time effectively” (Education Wales 2009).   
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Any additional comment

You show a good degree of enthusiasm,
determination and motivation in your overall
experience at Ynysfach. You have a lovely
rapport with staff and pupils. You display a
confident and mature attitude to your work and
are always well prepared. You have been a
fantastic addition to Year 3, and are always
aware of developing your own professional
skills within the classroom. You are already
displaying excellent elements within your
teaching and professional development - Well

done :)

Oral Feedback

14/03 /2019
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Number of half day sessions absent from

this placement to date

0.0

Quality of trainee’s oral and written
English language as appropriate. Please

comment

Shauna converses very well with the pupils and
always uses language that is clear and age
appropriate for the year group and also takes
into consideration their levels of ability.
Shauna's literacy skills are very good and
excellent provision of resources for children to

use.
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Good

e Comments and Evidence
e Targets for improvement and

suggested ways forward

Shauna has a good ability to use her own
subject knowledge in an appropriate way to
motivate learners. Good visual resources were
used using the large screen in class along with a
copy of an audio CD with music
accompaniment. Shauna produced excellent,
differentiated Diary plans for the children to fill
in. Her personal research supports planning,
teaching and assessment effectively and made
children enthusiastic and more than ready to

complete their diary task.

§3.1: Teaching: Planning, Expectations

and Tarcete
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Piaget’s Theory
Stage

Age Range

Deseription

Sensorimotor

02 years,

Coordination of senses with motor response,
sensory curiosity about the world. Language used
for demands and cataloguing. Object permanence
developed

Preoperational

27 years

Symbolic thinking, use of proper syntax and
grammar to express full concepts. Imagination
and intuition are strong, but complex abstract
thought still difficult. Conservation developed.

Concrete Operational

7-11 years

Conceps attached to concrete situations. Time,
space, and quantity are understood and can be
applicd, but not as independent concepts

Formal Operations

1+

Theoretical, hypothetical, and counterfactual
thinking. Abstract logic and reasoning. Strategy
and planning become possible. Concepts learncd
in one context can be applied to another.
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Year group:

3

No. of learners:

23

ALN:

Task will be differentiated for each
ability group
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Children will be handed work sheets (all differentiated
for the & groups). Lower ability groups wil be required
to read 5 clocks and write the correct time, and then
draw timings on 2 clocks. These groups will also be
allowed their plastic clocks on the table.

Medium ability groups are required to read 8 clocks anc
write the correct timing and then draw 3 clocks in their
books with the correct timing on them.

Higher ability groups will have 4 questions where they
will need to write the time shown, 4 questions where
they need to draw the time an hour after/before, 4
questions to draw the clocks and then 3 challenge
questions.
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Reflection in action Reflection on action
« Experiencing o Thinking about something that has happened
« Thinking on your feet « Thinking what you would do differently next time
o Thinking about what to do next s Taking your time
o Acting straight away

Schon's theory is that there are two types of reflection, one during and one after an activity or event.




