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I have always been intrigued by the way technology and science combined will change design in the future, and how it could help me progress my work throughout my studies and career. Therefore, for my dissertation, I would like to research these areas in depth in order to gain a stronger knowledge and inform the standard of my work in the future. 
	Having already started researching current materials that have been produced using new science and technology, I have entered the mesmerising new world of design today. For example, Modern Meadow (2016) are now using bio fabrication to grow materials without using animals, by creating collagen to produce a new bio leather material called ‘Zoa’. Another example of this is, Spiber Inc. (2007). This company is now producing cruelty free vegan spider silk, that is now being used to make clothes and shoes by various brands. The material is said to be extremely strong, environmentally friendly and have implausible functionality. As well as the bio fabricated leather product ‘Zoa’ there has also been another cruelty free leather product produced. The product is called ‘Piñatex’ and it has been produced by Dr. Carmen Hijosa, the founder of Ananas Anam LTD (2017). Piñatex is a natural, cruelty free material that is sustainably-sourced and is used as a textile for fashion, fashion objects and furnishing. Piñatex is currently being used by many designers all around the world. These new up and coming materials that are currently being created and starting to be used within design, are important to me as a designer. This is because, they are not only changing future design. But they are making a positive impact to our environment, which at the moment is a huge thing to consider within design.
As such my research will focus on these areas and their use for high end and luxury interiors, consequently linking my research with my major project for third year. This will inform my understanding of the materials and processes I could be using throughout the year. As well as looking into how technology and science could change design in the future, I would also like to research sustainable design. I will be looking at Cradle to Cradle. Re-making the way we make things by Michael Braungart & William McDonough (2010) to see how it links up with the technology or if it links up at all. Author Sian Moxon wrote the book sustainability in interior design (2012) which will be another book I will read in relation to sustainable design and linking it to interior design ready for my subject field for my major project. Here she looks at how designers adapt the way they work, in order to create more sustainable interior architectural products at the same time as keeping them sophisticated and stylish. Radical Matter: rethinking materials for a sustainable future by Kate Franklin (2018) is another book I will be looking at for sustainable design research. 

Within my research I would like to involve various different methods to collect information. The methods I would like to use are primary and Secondary research. I will collect my secondary research through reading multiple books such as; Material Perceptions: Documents on contemporary Crafts No.5 by The Norwegian Crafts Arnoldsche Art Publishers. (2018), Cradle to Cradle. Re-making the way we make things by Michael Braungart & William McDonough (2010), In the bubble by John Thackara (2006), Non-Place, Introduction to an anthropology of supermodernity by Marc Augé (1995), The Sustainable Design Book by Rebecca Proctor (2015) and, Sustainability in interior design by Sian Moxon (2012).  I would also
like to use websites such as; Biofabricate (2018), Ananas Anam Ltd (2017), Modern Meadow (2016), Material Connexion (2018) and SCIN company (nd) to read up on articles, enabling me to collect a wide variety of information surrounding the topic. For my Primary research, I would like to visit some material libraries in London. The Libraries I would like to go to are; Central Saint Martin’s material library, Material Lab, London (https://www.material-lab.co.uk) and Material Connexion, Ravensbourne university, London. In order to gain access to the libraries, I will contact them in advance and arrange a visit so that I am able to have a good look around and explore the wide variety of materials they have to offer. 
	The reason I have chosen to use these methods, is because I feel it will help me to gather the most data and evidence to back up and explain the topic I am looking into in more detail. Also, I feel that visiting material libraries will give me a better opportunity to discover new up and coming materials that I will be able to touch and see in person. Therefore, contributing not only to my dissertation research, but linking up with my major project and extending my materials knowledge.     

The main topics I would like to attempt to explore within my dissertation are; how science and technology combined are going to improve/are already improving design in the future. This is one of the most important topics I would like to touch on throughout my research. I would also like to touch on how science can manipulate design. Design Futures by Bradley Quinn (2011) explains all about the extreme directions the creative industries are taking. I feel this book may be of great help and full of information to guide me within this section. The future of making by Tom Wujec (2016) and The design of future things by Don Norman (2009) are other books I would like to reference within my dissertation, also liking them up with design and human psychology. I would also like to investigate into how science and technology are aiding the production of smart materials that help specific problems. For example, are there materials being produced, that could respond intelligently to the environment they are put in? In the article, Smart Materials in Architecture: Useful Tools with Practical Applications or Fascinating Inventions for Experimental Design? By Bogusława, Konarzewska (2017) the topic is spoken about and therefore I will be using this article to research into the matter more.   

Amongst this research I aim to answer questions such as, Is the production and use of these materials realistic? Is it actually viable? Are technology and science actually improving design, and how? Within the article Smart materials for the 21st Century they talk a little about these questions. Alternative topics I would like to explore, are ‘unsustainable sustainability.’ Is this used a lot within design? What is unsustainable sustainability? 
	A big question in current design is, do you need to combine technology with hand crafted design to create good design? This is also an area I would like to research into. Lastly, I wish to examine high-end luxury interiors and the psychology behind it. Should we do better things with our money? Or is it a great opportunity for designers to be outrageous with materials and use the expanding scientific and technological knowledge to create extreme design? 

During the research and writing process of my dissertation, I am almost certainly going to reach limitations. As it is an area of design that is very much still in the process of progressing. I may struggle to retrieve information about certain process and materials that are still being discovered. Therefore, I aim to gather as much information as I can in order to answer the main questions amongst my dissertation. As well as research limitations, I will more than likely come across word count limits as it is such a broad subject and there is so much information to discover and talk about. I need to make sure when planning out my dissertation structure, I enable enough words per subject area in order to fit all the research in. However, I may come across issues that I may not have enough space to address, as a result I want to make sure I pick my topics to discuss wisely. 

In order to keep on track with the progression of my dissertation, I would like to create a schedule to stick to until the deadline. By doing this, I feel it will enable me to produce the best work I can, and also allow me to research as much as possible in the time given. With this in mind, I want to make sure I do most of my research over the summer and gather as much information as I can, surrounding the topics I have chosen. By writing plenty of notes throughout my research. I can make sure that when writing up my dissertation, I don’t miss out any of the information I would like to talk about. 
	Over the summer I aim to read up on multiple articles and books to give me the opportunity to extend my knowledge on the topics I have chosen. The books I would like to make a start on are, Material Perceptions by The Norwegian Crafts Arnoldsche Art Publishers (2018). The book has a section called ‘an emotional perspective on everyday use’. This chapter specifically will help me in terms of looking into what materials a product will need in order to meet the requirements of everyday use. Another book I will be reading is, In the bubble by John Thackara (2006). In this book Thackara talks about how we can design a world where we rely less on stuff and more people. It explains all about relational design and how we can improve everyday life by regaining respect for what people can do rather than technology. The book relates to the issue of sustainable design and therefore will help me to gain a stronger understanding. Cradle to cradle by William McDonough and Michael Braungart (2010) Is also a book I aim to read on the subject matter of Sustainable design. Throughout the book, they talk about challenging the thought that human industry is damaging the natural world. Directed by this idea, McDonough and Braungart explain how inventors can design products from the start so that, when the product has been used to breaking point, it will provide nourishment for a new product. This book will also touch on relational design and therefore link up with In the bubble by John Thackara (2006). The last book I have discovered so far that I would like to read in relation to sustainable design is, The Sustainable Design Book by Rebeccas Proctor (2015). This book is full of new products designers have produced using sustainable materials and processes. Perfect for finding out about new materials and processes ready for further research. The final book I would like to read for my dissertation research is, Non-Places introduction to an anthropology of supermodernity by Marc Augé (1995). Augé talks about the invasion on the world of what he calls ‘non-space’ and how it has an overpowering alteration of awareness. He uses the idea of ‘supermodernity’ to describe the lucidity of excessive space and excessive information. This will relate to the excessive use of technology and science within design and help me to have another perspective on if they are helping future design. 

To conclude, I would like my dissertation question to be: 

‘How can designers balance technological innovation with environmental wellbeing in high end luxury design?’                
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