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Abstract:

Many academics seem to focus on how Alexander, and to a large extent his father Philip, revolutionized the Macedonian infantry and the devastating effect of the Phalanx on Alexander's campaign through the Persian empire. I found it far more interesting to take a closer look at how Alexander used his cavalry, both in battle and when on the march. In this essay I look at how Alexander divided his cavalry units into small subsections such as Companions, Thessalians and Thracians etc and how each of these units had a specific role in battle. In particular I look at blow-by-blow accounts of certain battles, specifically The Battle of the Granicus, The Battle of Gaugamela and the Battle of the Hydaspes by J.F.C. Fuller and J.R. Hamilton. With these particular items of scholarship, I analyse how exactly Alexander used the cavalry to win these battles that, statistically, he was unlikely to win. In the last section of this essay, I look in detail at three of the ancient sources available that talk in detail about Alexander The Great's campaigns. These sources are Plutarch's Life of Alexander, Arrian's Anabasis and Curtius Rufus' The History of Alexander The Great. I compare these three sources on their strengths and weaknesses when it comes to usefulness for military historians and look at differences and similarities concerning their content regarding Alexander's use of cavalry units.
Draft Structure:

Introduction

· Why this question is important and why I picked it.

· A brief description of the content of the two sections of the essay.

· A discussion on the different types of cavalry units and their numbers at different stages of Alexander's campaign.
Section 1

· A discussion on the different types of cavalry units used by Alexander and their strengths/weaknesses.

· This will be split into heavy cavalry and light cavalry and the primary uses of both will be discussed. 

· After this I will analyse the smaller sub-divisions of cavalry units i.e. Companions, Thessalians etc.

· Analysis of how Alexander used cavalry formations and techniques in battle and how the different units engaged and complimented each-other.

· A closer analysis of blow-by-blow accounts of the battles of Gaugamela, the Granicus and the Hydaspes by J.F.C. Fuller and J.R. Hamilton as well as a discussion on the importance and effectiveness of the different cavalry units in each battle.

Section 2

· The ancient sources and their description of Alexander's use of the cavalry.

· Arrian, Curtius Rufus and Plutarch will be compared.

· Begin with a discussion about the reliability and relative strengths and weaknesses of each source.

· Then compare the differences and similarities in description of the use of cavalry in each source.
Conclusion

· Outcome of detailed analysis of the three battles in section 1.

· Outcome of comparison of the three ancient sources in section 2.

· Suggestion of how further research could be done, particularly regarding the results of the ancient source review.
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